
Soloveitchek -- Foremost Authority On Jewish Law 
l in The United States 

l! 0' I Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, who 
~an may become Chief Rabbi of Israel, 
;as is considered by the J ewish com
as munity the foremost authority on 

;ue Alacha (Je"",-ish Law) and one of 
'ab the truly great Jewish teachers, 
is scholars and thinkers of our time. 

ge A member of the Ordination 
Board of Yeshiva University's 

lS Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological 
lot 'eminary, he is empowered with 
ill. the high duty of granting Semicha 
)w - traditional rabbmical ordination) 
lic -to seminarians who have com
ry pIe t ed the program of rigorous 
'm studies in all facets of J eWIsh 
ud learning, tradition and law. 

)IODERN GUIDE 
As Professor of Talmud and 

Jewish Philosophy at the Semi
nary and at the university's Ber
nard Revel Graduate School, his 

e lectures and courses in a variety 
e of disciplines are regarded as guide

lines of 20th Century traditional 
J ewish life. 

Born 55 years ago in Brisk, 
Lithuania, he is the scion of a 

e noted rabbinical family going bacl{ 
several centuries. The son of the 
la te Rabbi Moses Soloveitchik, who 
also served as Professor of Talmud 
a t the university, he succeeded his 

., distinguished father in the post 
e he now occupies. Recipient of the 

Ph.D. degree from the University 
of Berlin in 1930, he came to this 
country in the middle 1930s. 

OVERFLOW AUDIENCES 
A measure of the high regard in 

which his teachings are held by 
traditional Jewry is displayed each 
winter. It is Rabbi Soloveitchik's 
custom to deliver a public "shiur" 
(discourse in some facet of J ew
ish law) each year on the an

- niversary of the death of his fath
er, who passed away some fifteen 
years a go. Overflow a udiences 
made up of seminarians, faculty 
members, leading rabbis and pro
m inent lay Orthodox leaders crowd 
into the university's Lampor t 
Auditorium to listen to the three-
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RABBI SOLOVEITCIDK 

bury, Mass., a suburb of Boston, 
he is founder and head of the 
maimonides Hebrew School there, 
and is identified With many re
ligious, educational and phil
anthropic undertakings in Greater 
Boston. He commutes regularly 
each week to fulfill his duties at 
Yeshiva University. 

Rabbi Soloveitchik'is chairman of 
the Halacha Commission of the 
Ra.bbinical Council of America
a position considered of great im
portance in Jewish spiritual life, 
is a member of the Un'ion of Ortho
dox Rabbis of the United States 
and Canada, and is honorary chair
man of the Religious Zionists of 
America. 

He and his wife, Dr. Tonia 
Soloveitchik, live at 34 HutChings 
St., ROXbury, Mass. Mrs. Solo
veitchik holds the Ph.D. degree 
from the Un'iversity of J ena, G€r
many. 

Yeshiva U niver sity, America's 
oldest a nd la rgest university under 
J ewish auspices, comprises 17 
schools and divis ions located in six 
teaChing centers in New York. 

, considered classics in the inter
pretations of Jewish law. FOREIGN MINISTRY POST 

He serves on the supervisory 
committee of Yeshiva 'university's 
National Institute of Mental Health 

- Project. Under a five-year NIMH 
grant, g iven in 1957, the project 
is to devise a curriculum for the 
teaching of m ental health prin
ciples to rabbis as guide in their 
pastor al and community work. 
HONORED BY U.S. 

In 1959, h e was appointed by 
U .S. Agriculture Secretary Ezra 
Taft Benson to serve as the Jewish 
r eligious authority on the advisory 
committee to help implement the 
Humane Slaughter law. He was 
proposed for the position by bodies 
representing all shades of Jewish 
religious thought. 

Insight into Rabbi Soloveitchik's 
recognition of the impetus of mo
dern life was the paper he delivered 
J une 30, 1959, at the 23rd Annual 
Convention of the Rabbinical 
Council of America. 

"J udaism," he declared, "encour
ages men to be G-d' partner in 

JERUSALEM (W N S) - Mrs. 
Golda Meier who repeatedly indi
cated she would not accept reap
pOintment as Foreign Minister in 
the new coalition Cabinet to be 
formed by Premier David Ben 
Gurion, was reported to h a v e 
agreed to accept the portfol'io pro
viding there is no top interference 
in the area of her authOrity as for
eign minister. 

No official announcement of this 
development has been made public 
yet , but authoritative sources re
ported that Mrs. Meier agreed to 
remain in the government follow
ing assurances by Mr. Ben Gurion 
that no cab'inet members other 
than the Foreign Minister and the 
Prime Minister would be permitted 
to make foreign policy statements 
and that no deCisions on foreign 
affairs would be made without her 
approval. Mrs. Meier was said to 
have complained that certain ac
tivities of th e Defense department 
were tantamount to usurpation of 
h po.,. "" a, . • _ _ _ T "'L 
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~,~~lli:e~th Century traditional he is founde; ':rnd ~ead of the 
maim on ides Hebrew School there, 
and is identified With many re
ligious, educational and phil
anthropic undertakings in Greater 
Boston. He commutes regularly 
each week to fulfill his duties at 
Yeshiva University. 

Born 55 years ago in Brisk, 
Lithuania, he is the scion of a 
noted rabbinical family going back 
several centuries. The son of the 
late Rabbi Moses Soloveitchik, who 
also served as Professor of Talmud 
at the university, he succeeded his 
distinguished father in the post 
he now occupies. Recipient of the 
Ph.D. degree from the University 
of Berlin in 1930, he came to this 
country in the middle 1930s. 

OVERFLOW AUDIENCES 
A measure of the high regard in 

which his teachings are held by 
traditional Jewry is displayed each 
winter. It is Rabbi Soloveitchik's 
custom to del1ver a public "shiur" 
(discourse in some facet of J ew
ish law) each year on the an
niversary of the death of his fath
er, who passed away some fifteen 
years ago. Overflow audiences 
made up of s eminarians, faculty 
members, leading rabbis and pro
minent lay Orthodox leaders crowd 
into the university's Lamport 
Auditorium to listen to the three-
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considered classics in the inter
pretations of Jewish law. 

He serves on the supervisory 
committee of Yeshiva 'university'S 
National Institute of Mental Health 
Project. Under a fiv,e-year NIMH 
grant, given in 1957, the project 
is to devise a curriculum for the 
teaching of mental health prin
ciples to rabbis as guide in their 
pastoral and community work. 
HONORED BY U.S. 

In 1959, he was appointed by 
U .S. Agriculture Secretary Ezra 
Taft Benson to serve as the Jewish 
religious authority on the advisory 
committee to help implement the 
Humane Slaughter law. He was 
proposed for the position by bodies 
representing all shades of Jewish 
religious thought. 

Insight 'into Rabbi Soloveitchik's 
recognition of the impetus of mo
dern life was the paper he delivered 
June 30, 1959, at the 23rd Annual 
Convention of the Rabbinical 
Council of America. 

"Judaism," he declared, "encour
ages men to be G-d 's partner in 
all creation. That is why Judaism 
has never had any difficulty in 
perm'itting extensive medical re
search to eliminate disease, and 
astranomical investigations to as
certain the natural laws of the 
spheres." 
APPEAL FOR HUMILITY 

While endorsing all manner of 
scientific research, Rabbi Solo
veitchik cautioned that "every new 
discovery should only make man 
more humble ... each time we add 
to the vistas of our knowledge we 
increase by geometric proportions 
the extent of the unknown". 

A long-time resident of Rox-

scribed by "Cold, Cold Heart." 
Israel 's stand on shipping rights 

in t h e Gulf of Akaba was clearly 
stated in "They Can't Take That 
Away From Me ." 

Diplomatic policy was revealed: 
"Keepin' Out of Mischief Now" 
and "Ain't Misbehavin'." , 

Jordan River irrigation schemes 
were reported, of course, by " 01' 
Man River" and "I Get Ideas." 

Rabbi Soloveitchik 'is chairman of 
the Halacha Commission of the 
Ral>binical Council of America
a position considered of great im
portance in Jewish spiritual life, 
is a member of the Un'ion of Ortho
dox Rabbis of the United States 
and Canada, and is honorary chair
man of the Religious Zionists of 
America. 

He and his wife, Dr. Tonia 
Soloveitchik, live at 34 Hutchings 
St. , Roxbury, Mass. Mrs. Solo
veitchik holds the Ph.D. degree 
from the UnIversity of Jena, Ger
many. 

Yeshiva University, America's 
oldest and largest university under 
Jewish auspices, comprises 17 
schools and divisions located in six 
teaching centers in New York. 

FOREIGN MINISTRY POST 

JERUSALEM (WNS) - Mrs. 
Golda Meier who repeatedly indi
cated she would not accept reap
pointment as Foreign Minister in 
the new coalition Cabinet to be 
formed by Premier David Ben 
Gurion, wa s reported to h a v e 
agreed to accept the portfoliO pro
viding there is no top interference 
in the area of her authority as for
eign minister. 

No official announcement of this 
development has been made public 
yet, but authoritative sources re
ported that Mrs. Meier agreed to 
remain in the government follow
ing assurances by Mr. Ben Gurion 
that no cabinet members other 
than the Foreign Minister and the 
Prime Minister would be permitted 
to make foreign policy statements 
and that no decisions on foreign 
affairs would be made without her 
approval. Mrs. Meier was said to 
have complained that certain ac
tivities of the Defense department 
were tantamount to usurpation of 
her authority as Foreign Minister. 
~here were no indications when 

the new coalition government will 
be presented to Knesset as Premier 
David Ben Gurion continues nego
tiations With several minor par
ties . What is expected is a narrow 
coalition preliminary to a broader 
bas·e. A narrow coalition would give 
the government a small majority, 
but it would simultaneously enable 
the premier to hold trump cards in 
his negotiations with Mapam, Ach
dut Avodah and the National Re
ligious party and might conceive
ably accelerate their entry into the 
government. 

Social News 
Your Society Editor welcomes 
social items. Please send in your 
writeups and photographs on 
weddings, engagements, b a l' 
mitzvahs, etc., to: 

Society Editor, 
1643 SW 12th Ave. 
CA 3-7268 


