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Parsha Management —
Doubling, Halving, Accuracy

By: SHELDON EPSTEIN, BERNARD DICKMAN and
YONAH WILAMOWSKY

Introduction: The Current System of Torah Parsha Reading -
Terminology & Characteristics

An integral component of the Shabhos morning prayer service is the
reading of the Torah portion of the week. For the most part, these
weekly Torah portions are the individual parshiyos that collectively
comprise the Chumash. The number of parshiyos, as given in all
standard Chumashim, is 54. The first parsha, Bareishis, is read the
Shabhos after Simchas Torah and thereafter on every Shabbos which is
not also Yom Tov/Chol Hamoed, the remaining parshiyos are read
successively. The last parsha, V'zos Habracha, is the lone exception to
the rule and it is read on Simchas Torah, not on Shabbos. Because a
regular Jewish year has either 353, 354 or 355 days, a single reading
cycle has at most 51 available Shabbosim and a Torah cycle cannot be
completed in one year if Shabbos morning readings are limited to a
single parsha. As a result, on several Shabbosim during a regular year
two parshiyos are read. Since at times Yom Tov comes out on Shabhos
and further reduces the number of Shabbosim available for the parsha
readings, the number of parshiyos that are read in tandem throughout
the year varies from year to year. The reading designations that are
currently universally used for Shabbos Torah readings, limit the
parshiyos that can be read in tandem to the following 7 pairs:

-NIoN, P22-NpN, MIPINA -0, D'WITP-NIN NNX, VIIXN-YIM, TIpD-onp'|
V'1-012X), 'VOn
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While the need for “doubling up” on regular years is
immediately obvious, leap years which have either 383, 384 or 385
days and up to 55 Shabbosim, for the most part also require “doubling
up.” The reason for the leap year doubling is that every year at least
one Shabbos will be on Pesach and one on Succos. This leaves at most
53 Shabbosim for the standard Torah readings. If even one additional
Shabhos is also Yom Tov (e.g., Rosh Hashanah starts on Shabbos) then
again we have more parshiyos than Shabbosim.

Table 1 gives the breakdown of the parshiyos that are read
together in the Diaspora for each of the different possible 7 regular
year and 7 leap year calendars. Each of these 14 different possible
calendars is known as a NIV'IP. In the scheme used in Table 1, the
first letter (T,0,A,]) represents the day of the week (Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Shabhos) in which Rosh Hashanah starts, and the second
letter (mny¥,1103,n10N) says how many days (58, 59, 60) in total there
are in the months of Marhesvan and Kislev. For example, a leap year
with NY'2P of NN, starts on Thursday, and Marhesvan and Kislev have
58 days. The 14 NIV'1P of Table 1 are the only ones possible in our
lunar calendar. In terms of the total number of days in the year, ¥,J,N
leap years have 383, 384 and 385 days respectively, while regular years
with these designations have 353, 354 and 355 days.'

The row directly under the NIY'1p designations in Table 1 lists
how many Shabbosim during that yeatly cycle have regular parsha
readings. All remaining rows under the NIV'P designations are filled
with 1’s or 2’s, with 1’s indicating that a pair of parshiyos are read
together in a single week and 2 indicating that they are read separately
over a two week span. As expected, the number of 1’s for regular
years far exceed those for leap years. The differences in the 17,
however, primarily occur for the first 4 double parshiyos (ie., 0 for
leap years and 27 of 28 for regular years) and with only minor
differences for the last 3 pairs (i.e., 11 out of 21 for leap years and 13
out of 21 for regular years). This difference reflects the fact that the
reading discrepancies between leap years and regular years caused by
the added 4 weeks of an extra month of Adar are addressed by the
combining of the first 4 sets of possible double parshiyos.

1 See, NN |N'D 10 and A "0 NIN N'0 N"IN XA, We will discuss the Tables
in the 10 in detail later.
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Finally, the first column of Table 1 gives the number of times
a particular pair of parshiyos are read together across the different
types of years. The frequencies vary from a low 4 of 14 cases for
NPN-pA1 (i.e. rarely read together) to a high of 12 of 14 for the pair of
'YON-NION (i.e., almost always read together).

Table 1 demonstrates that in our 54 parsha system it is
possible, but not usual, for all of the parshiyos to be read separately in
a given year in the Diaspora. Of the 14 possible NIV'3P, only a N'N
leap year has this characteristic (i.e., it is the only column that has
only 2’s). The frequency of this NIY']P is rather erratic. The current
year 5765 (2004/2005) has this NIV'2P. The last time it occurred was
1981, 24 years ago, and the next time it will happen is in 2008, three
years from now. The forthcoming three year break is the shortest
possible break between such occurrences.” After 2008 the next time
all of the parshiyos will be read separately in the Diaspora is 2052, i.e.,
44 years later. A review of the calendar given by NDN N'0D N"IX WTN D
for years 5511 (1751) through 6000 (2240) shows that in the given
490 year period the longest stretch of time between Thursday-10N
leap year occurrences is 44 years and the average time is about 26
years. Thus, it is very likely that the next two occurrences represent
the longest and shortest possible waits between years in which every
parsha is read separately and the last 24 year break is close to the
norm.’

2 Although it is possible to have leap years 2 years apart, it is not possible
that both have a Thursday-10N designation. The reason directly follows
from the different types of possible NIY'Ap. If the first leap year started
on Thursday and had 383 days, the next year would start on Tuesday
and be regular with 354 days (see Table 1- all years starting on Tuesday
ate ypd). Thus the third year would have to start on Shabbos and could
not satisfy our requirement.

3 The last time breaks of 3 and 44 years occurred was 247, 244 and 200
years ago. An analysis of the WTN MY calendar also shows that in the
Diaspora for the petiod between 1751 and 2240 all of the parshiyos are
read separately only 19 times with the following frequency for given
number of years between occurrences:

Years Between Occurrences- 3 17 24 27 44
Frequency of Occurrence 2 1 3 9 3
Hence:

Probability of this event occurring = 3.9% (i.e. 19/490),
Mean Number of years between occurrences = 26.1
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The situation in Eretz Yisrael differs somewhat from that of
the Diaspora. Table 2 offers an overview of parsha reading in Eretz
Yisrael under our current reading assignment system and shows that
in addition to leap year NN, leap years W'1 and 2"A also have every
parsha read separately.' Thus, in Eretz Yisrael each parsha is read
separately about three times as often as in the Diaspora.

Note that P22-NPIN are never read together in Eretz Yisrael.”
These two parshiyos are combined only in the Diaspora and setve to
bridge the gap between the Diaspora and Eretz Yisrael when Shevuos
starts on Friday resulting in the Diaspora having one extra day of
Yom Tov on Shabhos than Eretz Yisrael (i.e. the 2* day of Shevuos).

Finally, for our current Shabbos parsha reading system the
number of Shabbosim requiring standard non-Yom Tov readings range:

o In the Diaspora from 50 to 53 for leap years and 46 to 49
for regular years,
J In Eretz Yisrael from 51 to 53 for leap years and 47 to 49

for regular years.

We have endeavored in this section to give an overview of
the major features of our current parsha reading system and its related
calendar terminology. In subsequent sections we will discuss other
characteristics of the current reading assignment system as well as the
objectives that shaped the particulars of the system. We will also trace
the history of the system from the Gemara through Rambam, Tur
and Shulchan Aruch and introduce other reading assignment models
that utilized different mechanisms and parshiyos combinations to
complete the yearly Torah reading cycle.

Median & Mode # of years between occurrences = 27
Since a leap year occurs once in almost every 3 years, this means that
on the average the Thursday - 10N combination occurs once every 9 to
10 leap years.
4 The reason these years are different in the Diaspora, is
e Y"1 - Pesach starts on Shabbos and in the Diaspora this means that
the last day of Pesach is also on Shabbos. Thus, the Diaspora has 1
less Shabhos available for a standard Shabbos parsha reading.
e O"d — Again Pesach starts on Shabbos and the above reasoning
applies.
> This is under the standard system. In a later section we will mention a
custom among some Yemenite groups to always read these parshiyos
together.
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The Evolving Rules of Torah Readings;
From Gemara to Rambam

Despite the importance of the Torah readings on Shabbos and the
requirement that each week we do DIAIN TNXI XIpn DY (N2'9N DI
NJ:A") very little concerning these readings is mentioned in the
Gemara. In fact, nowhere in the Gemara is it even mentioned that
the Torah is partitioned into 54 parshiyos. The only requitement in the
Gemara concerning Shabhos Torah readings is limited to the need to
read certain portions of the Torah prior to Shevuos and Rosh Hashanah,
:ND ND"AN:

NP NIp 1IN ONIWYD 0D [P XY NIN VON A [Ivny Y XN
MWD WA DTIR NMIN MYNIYI NXY 0T7Ip 0100 NNy

The Gemara explains the reason for this is that Shevuos is the
New Year for Trees and we would like to dispense with the curses
before either the New Year for Trees or the regular New Year begins.
Note that the Gemara does not refer to the “curses” by the parsha in
which they fall, but rather by the Chumash in which they occur.’ In
addition, the Gemara is also unclear as to whether it means that:

. On the Shabhos immediately prior to the named holidays
the particular NI29pP should be read, or

o We should ensure that by the time the holiday arrives the
NI2Op had been read so that we do not have to start a new
year on a down note. This interpretation would allow the
NI29P to be read two or more weeks before the holidays
as well.

Rambam J:A' NY'ON after quoting the above Gemara almost
verbatim,” adds:

6 Although the Mishna does not mention specific parshiyos by name, the
Gemara does. See e.g. 2 - 10D NX'AN where two amoraim refer to NINN
MNX and XUN D but a Tosefta discussing the same issue avoids
mentioning any reading by name.

7 Le. he uses 'l rather than 0'IJN2 NMIN.
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.AX2 NYYN NN [INNKT.NAXY OTIp '1'0 12702 'K In'Y 01w annnl...
¥' 72'97 .NLIYD NIWA NDON DTIp AN NN IXI.NMWA WX 0TI 0'2X) DNN
OXI®1'0 NALATNN DKL YT D NN 132 |"170 ¥ N"Nw2 |MIpY Niny

[NIY2 DTON NIX INIP'E NIWA INOW'Y 11D [N NXI'DI 'NIpINA

Rambam’s presentation is expansive and informative. Firstly,
by putting in an extra parsha between the NIIOP and Shevuos, he
decides in favor of our second suggested reading alternative.’
Secondly, he specifically addresses some Shabbos readings by the first
few key words at the beginning of the parsha. Although these names
may differ slightly from how we currently refer to them (e.g. N'iNN NNT
instead of VIIXN) he is undoubtedly referring to same reading.
Thirdly, he offers specific examples of parshiyos that are read together,
VAIXN - V' and 'MIPIN] - M2, His choice of examples, is however
perplexing. As seen in Table 1 the parshiyos that Rambam chose for
his examples are the 2™ and 4™ possible pairs of tandem parshiyos.
Rambam offers no reason for picking these pairs and ignoring the
first set of "IPP-I)NP'l and the third set of D'WITP-NIN NN, Finally,
Rambam introduces parshiyos that are to be read in proximity to NYWN
AN1 and N09. However, by not offering any reason for these choices it
is unclear whether they were chosen because:

o They represent the best way of evenly distributing the
parshiyos over the year (Parsha Management), ot

8 We will generally use Kappach’s edition of Rambam which is based on
old Yemenite manuscripts. For the most part, this text can be accessed
on line at www.Mechon-Mamre.org. When there is a significant
difference between this edition and the standard text we will point it
out. In the case of this quote, the standard Rambam reverses the order
of these parshiyos, i.e. '1'0 102 DX MIPIN] DX. This reversal of placing the
later parsha first does not seem to make sense.

9 Tosfos, NIYOP N"T:ND NYAn, says that we add an extra week between the
curses and the holiday so that we should not go directly into the holiday
without a buffer from the curses. D'0] 12'17, cited in Tosfos, suggests
that NIY2P mentioned in the Gemara refers to D'AN] as well as NIIN 1.
Thus, according to 1" Rosh Hashanah actually comes immediately after
the Shabbos in which the NIYYP are read.



Pursha Management: Doubling, Halving, Accuracy : 73

o There is a logical connection between these readings and
the holidays/fast days with which they are associated."

From Rambam’s limited discussion in 2:A' N2'ON it is not
possible to attempt to start a comparative analysis of our current
system and his. However, Rambam augments his presentation here
with several longer presentations elsewhere. Firstly, in all standard
Rambams at the very end of NINN 190 there is a list of all of the
NN of the year where Rambam mentions by name 53 of our
standard 54 parshiyos with only 12'l being omitted. However, Rambam
does not mean to exclude the possibility of 12'l being read by itself
since Kappach’s edition of Rambam'' also includes lists of pesukim
that are read on Mondays and Thursdays, as well as where each aliyah
starts and ends on Shabhos. These lists include 12'l both when it is
read alone as well as when it is read together with D'QX). We thus
know that Rambam had all of our 54 parshiyos. The question then is
why did he not mention 72'l in his list of NNVON? If indeed Rambam
followed our parsha reading system, the answer to this question would
be simple. In our system, V'l has no NMLON of its own. That is to say,
cach parsha represents a thematic idea which is highlighted in its
designated haftara. 12" has no haftara of its own, because when it is
read:

J Together with D'1X]) we read the haftara of D'2X),

o Separately, it is the Shabbos before Yom Kippur and the
weekly haftara is JNIW' NIV which has nothing to do with
'l but rather, represents the theme of N1IWN M' NMWY.

10 Tater commentators do offer reasons why IX and [ININI relate to Pesach
and Tisha B'Av, e.g. IX discusses Kashering D'23 and this is appropriate
before Pesach. Rambam’s language for N1 '0 seems to imply that |INNNI
should come after the fast day, but 111N2 MWN (N:NON N"IN) says that
we want the fast day after 0'27. Rambam’s language is inconclusive.
We suggest he might have phrased it this way because Tisha B'’Av can
fall on Shabbos and Rambam’s language is less ambiguous as to what to
do in this situation.

11 www.Mechon-Mamre.org does not have these additional sections.
Even in Kappach’s edition these sections appear after Rambam’s
signature. Nevertheless, Kappach claims that these additions are also
the work of Rambam. We will discuss this issue further later in this
section.



74 : Hakirah, the Flatbush Journal of Jewish Law and Thought

Note that this haftara is also read when 11'IND is the
Shabbos before Yom Kippur (Rambam 0*:A' N2'0N).

Thus, Rambam may agree that 12"l is a parsha as is clear from
his listings of the Monday-Thursday readings, but omits it when
discussing parshiyos that have their own haftaros.

Unfortunately, this explanation for omitting 12l from the list
of NN does not seem to suffice. Rambam prefaces his listing of
haftaros at the end of N2NN 190 with:

[N 1110901 NAY 93] D'N'AN [N NNPY DYN AN 1ANY NNV

i.e. these haftaros are the ones that are commonly read. But the haftaros
he lists for the parshiyos in D'12T WNIN are not the ones we read. As
Rambam explains in 0':A' no'on,

MAT2 NIMW WHwWA N1 N 0TI 09 nirnh Hxawr 53t am
NVUN KN IN'YY' NN 111090 NI 117ya™ 1we apnl ... NIndIN
NIV |M'091 DMIDDN DI MYN WA "W NAWI .Nwn WK TV 2K

INW

Although Rambam asserts that it was a universal custom to
read special haftaros on the three weeks prior to Tisha B’Av, he
nevertheless lists different haftaros for each of these weeks at the end
of Sefer Ahava and never mentions there the special haftaros. Similarly,
he says that it was a custom of most places to read haftaros from n'vw"
for the 7 weeks after Tisha B’Av and yet for every one of these weeks
he offers a different haftara at the end of Ahava and concludes with:

WA TV INQ YWD NN IV NINNI 11090 NIFAY DYR 2N 1A DI
nmwn

12 Standard text reads DYN 1AN] which is somewhat less inclusive.

13 Standard text uses the word is 11NV that is, “our city” rather then 1Y
“our cities.” It would be very difficult to reconcile all of Rambam’s
statements according to the standard reading.
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Lastly, in &' P19 he mentioned reading JNW' NIV on the
Shabbos before Yom Kippur but offers a different haftara for 1'IND at
the end of Ahava without ever mentioning anything about n1I¥
ONW'. Tt would appear that the only way to reconcile all of these
statements, would be to assume that Rambam meant that the special
haftaros readings prior to and after Tisha B'Av, as well as the one on
the Shabbos before Yom Kippur are in addition to the standard haftaros
which relate to the given parshiyos,'* and the reason he only mentioned
the readings of the 7 weeks after Tisha B’Av at the end of Ahava and
not the others, was because it is only the 7 after Tisha B’Av that are
not necessarily universally practiced.” If this is correct, even if N2IY
ONW! is read on a Shabbos when 72l is read between Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur why would it not also have an haftara of its own like
all of the other parshiyos?

We believe that the full explanation for Rambam omitting a
haftara for 12"l requires one additional piece of information. After
listing haftaros for 53 parshiyos Rambam writes:

ANINN NIN ATENINNN AWAD |1VN 1110910 NI'YID MY N2 [MIpY NAY 20
nmipnn 2N2

14 Kappach, footnote 0N at the end of Ahava, with respect to the listing
of regular haftaros for DN1T, 'YON , NION writes:

272 N2 119D DY 1AN) 12DV 0' DN ND'ON NIDDAN A' PIDI INIM 12D

[NIXMIXY M D' |'X XD DINKN 190 NNVOA WOWI ... NINJIN

It is not clear if he agrees with us that in Rambam’s times both haftaros

were read. Our interpretation also seems to be against 2:19N N"IN XM
who writes:

N'212 N'2I10 p'09NY |'KY DININ W'l
and in these 7 weeks the regular haftaros readings are not in N'WY'.
However, there is no indication that Rambam agrees with this rule. In
commenting on the Tur the A {'Y0 NWN 1T writes:

NINUON "2 1'0ONY 1ANIY DIPNA NPITI
It would seem that not everyone agrees with the rule.

15 j.e Rambam said the three before Tisha B’Av are a universal custom
while those after Tisha B'Av are not. With respect to INIW' NIV it is
not clear what group he puts it into. We are suggesting that it belongs
in the universally accepted group.



76 : Hakirah, the Flatbush Journal of Jewish Law and Thought

The rationale behind this rule presumably is that when two
parshiyos are read together the haftara associated with the latter parsha
is read because it is that theme which was last expressed. If so, then
when2'I-D'1X) are read together the haftara should be that of 7'l
However, our current practice today is to read the haftara of D'2X),
the first WD,

There is in fact another situation where the double parsha
haftara rule is not applied. Rambam in his list of Monday-Thursday
Torah readings presents the possibility of parshas NPN being split in
half, and read over a two week period as follows:

[N'D TAT D'PIDD N' NP
[N'D TAA D'PI0D N' NPN NNT
[N'0 ATT D'PIDD X' WTpn IYO'l
[N'0 TTA D'PIDD X' PH2

i.e. the 87 pesukim of parshas NPN are literally split into two halves by
stopping the first reading at WTpn IY0'l (23:3 12TNI) which is the 44"
pasuk. Rambam does not say when NpN is halved but Kappach
(footnote 64) explains:

['P2IN NDX 221 PN [12NN |'NY XIN D1INAD NN 210N DP'AVR AN ..
P21 Y19 DV WTpn IY0' N N'XNI NP NWID DX 'XN [MIp1 NpN NWID
2211 1T WA "1 A"00 1Toa Aol 0ty At MImo 921 0l

D'P'IVA NN WO

The breakdown of the Shabhos reading of P22-Npn-Np over
a two week period is further described in the subsequent section in
Rambam dealing with Shabbos parsha readings. As mentioned
previously, in Eretz Yisrael and in most years in the Diaspora the
parshiyos of Mp (95 pesukim), NPN (87 pesukim) and p22 (104 pesukim)
are read separately. However, in any year when Shevuos starts on
Friday our standard procedure is to read NP by itself (95 pesukim) and

16 We note that both references in Rambam to a p?2-NpN-N1p split are
found only in Kappach’s edition of Rambam. However, even then, the
first reference appears in brackets i.e. [ ], and the second is prefaced by
a comment that appears to have been added by someone other than
Rambam. In effect our only evidence that Rambam has a p21-NpN-Np
breakdown comes from sources of questionable origin. Nevertheless
Kappach claims that these are the words of Rambam and we will go
along with his assessment.
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combine PJ2-NPN into one week’s reading of 191 pesukim. In
Rambam’s reading scheme the disproportion in size between the
weekly readings was significantly reduced by splitting NPN in half, and
reading the first half with NP (138 pesukim) and the second half with
P71 (148 pesukim). Rambam does not say what haftara is read on
Shabhosim that NpN is split, but Kappach comments:"’

NIWHI WTPN 1IVO' TV PN 'NNE NP [IPI NPN MWD ['pYIny 1ann 'oh...
NIW N0 2NN M9 71090 ,pY2 [10 TV TN VD'l N NI NY
P22 0N 1Y NI NP NIVDN NIYAD

Thus, like 12'l, when the first half of NPN is combined with a
different parsha it takes the haftara of the other parsha. But why is the
rule changed in both of these situations? Kappach’s comment |"1'091
21NN MO must be understood as a statement of what we do but not
why we do it. The mere fact that NP contributes most of the pesukim
of the Shabbos reading (i.e. 95 to 43) is not the reason for reading its
haftara. In two of the other double parshiyos we also have the larger
parsha coming first, i.e.,

. 2Np'l has 122 pesukim and *TIpD has 92 pesukim,'®
. NIN NN has 80 pesukim and D'WITP has 64 pesukim,

and still we read the haftara of the smaller (second) parsha."” Although
the proportion of the difference is greatest in Rambam’s case (i.e. NP
is more than twice the size of the first half of NpN), there is no
indication that relative size is the major determining factor.

A simpler answer for the first half of NPN exception, is that
these 43 pesukim never are read on their own on any Shabhos, are not a

17 Kappach edition, footnote 55 at the end of N1NN 190.

18 Tn most Chumashim the number of pesukim in all parshiyos are listed with
the single exception of "TIp9. 0*A2N chumash has a number, 92, and a
IN'0, NXN.

19 N:NON N"IN NN writes: "INN2 72221 NINNNA |''05N NI'YAD MY [MIpwdl
NN M0ON XY DMWID 112D NON |M1'0ONT D'WITPI NIN. It is a matter of
coincidence that this issues occurs on one of few double parshiyos where
the first parsha is the larger of the two. The reason for the switch in this
case has to do with the material in both haftaros and not with the length
of each parsha. In fact, Rambam lists what we read on D'WITP as the
haftara for NN NN and does not have D"WI 1120 N)N for cither parsha.
Regardless, Rambam stated the rule and offered no exceptions.
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parsha and thus have no designated haftara of their own. While the
first half of NPN has an haftara on Shabbosim when read together with
the 2™ half of NpN, that haftara is more significantly related to the
latter part of the parsha® and the latter half is the majority of the
parsha (i.e. 44 pesukim to 43 pesukim). Thus, when the first half of Npn
is read with M it is preferable to assign it the haftara of a parsha just
read (even if it is the first parsha) rather than creating a new haftara
that would never be read in any other situation.” In effect, the double
parsha haftara rule was created for situations when two parshiyos are
read together, and not when one parsha is read with the smaller
fragment of another parsha.

To complete the answer to our original question we now
suggest that just as we have explained that the first half of NPN is not
a parsha but the smaller segment of another parsha, so 72'l is not a
parsha but the smaller half of a parsha that encompasses both 0'1X)
and 12'l. This idea that D'2X) and 2'l, which have only a combined
70 pesukim® (i.e. 40 pesukim and 30 pesukim respectively) are really only
one parsha that is sometimes split to be read over a two week period,
was expressed by Saadia Gaon in an early 10" century work ( 1170
70U NV A"07) as follows:

D'V NIN2ANNA D'AYD [N MINY ' IN2Y 'INIT AT DIYIOD ' 1NN 12D
MNN NN DNTE DN, TIPD ADKIEDNP'E D1, NINAY NY2INA NNIpAL DY
NXNAINNN NINAY MY NINIPI WOV [AN1,MIpNA DRI 2'0 W2 .0D'WITY NN
D''XN WD NPYNI AWID DAL ... P22 K'IENPN NNTE NMp NP [l Naw HIa

YN 721 TY NPYNI 02XI DNX 'L Y22 127XIN DX NINAY My DK

This point of view is also expressed by Rishonim a century
after Rambam. Meiri” writes:

20 Although the haftara is related to some pesukim in the first half as well,
the greater relationship seems to be with the second half of the parsha.

21 Whether this parsha would ever be read at all in Eretz Yisrael is discussed
later.

22 Note that there is a |N'D at the end of each parsha which is the numerical
equivalent to the number of pesukim in the parsha. The [N'D for D'2X] is
numerically 40 while the [0'0 at the end of 12l is numerically equivalent
to 70.

23 This may also be the view of Tosfos, N22p N"T :N> N2'MN, who says:
W'wd DMWY D' 01X NWID 0'pHNN AN :0'D1 11271 Y)Y WA N1 IDNY

SN NARY YONINIoN ['ponn 'K 1 X1 ndiod a1 fanmav 2
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7IX NN -NNNY NAWN) 72'1-0'2X17 2NdYW NI 92p DV |W' 1902 'NNXNI
027 AYX 1902 MWYI 12 DM A" MINA 1P9N D NIX "D DMV'wn 1Y)
MNIN D'P2INY 9"YN TN 7T0 NON JI'NY TN 72'1-D'2X) NN NNNY

.1 INXN MI'NAND 190 NP - DYDY

Accordingly, we suggest that neither 2'1-02X) nor P2-NpNn
follows the general rule outlined by Rambam for Torah readings that
involve multiple parshiyos because neither 12"l nor half of NpN is a
parsha. Moreover, if 12'1-D'2X) is really one parsha then he holds there
are only 53 parshiyos* and Rambam may therefore have decided that it
does not require any haftara other than YN W' NIV,

Our assumption about Rambam’s agreeing with Saadia Gaon
that 12'1-D'2X) is one parsha still has one potential problem. In n>'on
2:A' Rambam mentioned only that parshiyos can be combined in order
to meet the yearly cycle. If 12'1-D'2X] is indeed one parsha why did
Rambam not mention that sometimes it is necessaty to split a parsha
(like Saadia Gaon did)? We suggest that Rambam was not interested
in giving exhaustive details on what the system entails. He was merely
highlighting “doubling-up” as a common mechanism that would
undoubtedly be necessary in creating a parsha reading system. He did
not, however, mean to imply that other mechanisms such as “halving
a parsha” could/would not also be employed. As evidence of his not
intending to be exhaustive, note that we have previously cited
Rambam’s presentation at the end of Ahava where the three parshiyos
of P22-NPN-MP are read in a two week period. This possibility, which
also requires cutting a parsha in half, is not mentioned or implied in
Hilchos Tefillah.

Another proof that Rambam accepts the idea of halving a
parsha is 22:A' N'oN:

[P ,NIXN MNXI MY ANIN T0 A1 ,NAWA NID YIN WTIN WX ON ...
TV RYN 2N KIpLEATn 'vhawnl YN A DYyl Ty RIXD NNNM nwy

Note that 12"l D'2N] is referred to in the singular, while 'YONI NION takes
the plural.

24 If there are only 53 parshiyos then the only NIY'P in which every parsha
is read in its entirety by itself is W'N on a Leap Year in both the
Diaspora and Eretz Yisrael.
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DN WY [MIp ,MNXY KYN D NAY ANIX 2T0 n'n OXI.DYIN] Q1D DUV
DWINI I N'WYETY NN DN W 1902 NIPETIN WYRAWAE,NP'L TY KUn

In our system D'J)PY NWIY is never read with parshas NIXN or
NWN 'J, but precedes NIXN by one or two weeks on a regular year and
follows NUN 'J on a leap year. Whether on a leap year or not, there
are six Shabbosim between D'2pY and Pesach. Since there are only five
parshiyos after NIXN up to and including I¥X it is therefore impossible on
a regular year to have D')PY be read with either parshas NIXN or N&N '
and still have IX be read on the Shabhos before Pesach (as required in
2:A' 12'0N) unless at least one of the five parshiyos after NN ' is split.
Similarly, on a leap year, where Rambam did not mention anything
about the reading on the Shabbos before Pesach, it is not possible for
D'OPY to be read with parshas NIXN or NN '3 unless one and more of
the parshiyos before NIXN are halved. Thus, while Rambam never
mentioned anything about splitting parshiyos in the text of the Yad nor
made any listing of such a practice in his end additions to Ahavah, he
included a Halacha which is possible only if splitting is allowed. It
would seem that in Rambam’s own reading system the situation
described in 13:A' never actually happened, but he was not averse to a
system where it could happen.

In fact, even Saadia Gaon’s presentation which is far more
detailed than Rambam’s is also not exhaustive. Saadia Gaon’s
previously cited review of the 53 parshiyos mentions:

o 4 doubles, i.e. NN NN ,N'AN DNTT DUX 'TIPD NI I?|'1|7'|
MIpn1 DNI "1'0 N1 .0'WITP, that may be read separately or
together,

o 3 parshiyos that can be read separately or over 2 weeks,

. 1 parsha which is sometimes read over a two week period.

Note that there is no mention of 'VON-NIVN. Since, Saadia
Gaon began by saying there are 53 parshiyos, he must be counting
'YON-NI0N as two. However, from Table 1 we see that in a regular year
with NIY'IP of W'1 or 2"A it is impossible to complete the cycle
without reading 'YON-NION, or some other parshiyos not previously
mentioned as a “doubling-up” possibility, together (i.e. everything
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else is already being doubled). Thus, we have no other choice but to
say that Saadia Gaon’s “doubling-up” list is also not exhaustive.”

In conclusion, Rambam appears to agree with Saadia Gaon
with respect to:

o The number of parshiyos in the Torah, 53,

J Combining and halving parshiyos in order to complete a
cycle,

° Sometimes reading P22-NPN-MP over a two week period.

However, unlike Rambam, Saadia Gaon gives a detailed list of
what to read on every leap year NIY'1P, Table 3, and it is significantly
different from our current reading system. The nomenclature in
Table 3 is the same as in Tables 1 and 2 except for 2’s and 3’s (rather
than 1’s and 2’s) appearing in the P22-NpN-NIp row (rather than a
P22-npn row). Note how the P22-NpN-Np combined readings (i.e. 2)
for the most part replace our '"YON-NION couplings. In addition, for
leap years with NIYAP of N1 or W'T, because PI2-NPN-Mp are
combined anyway, the coupling of 'WON-NION is shifted to -INp'l
2119, As a result, the parshiyos of 'YON-NION are almost never read
together.”’

Because Rambam makes no direct comment on when or why
certain parshiyos are connected it would appear that Rambam has no
specific preference for Saadia Gaon’s parsha reading system in its
totality. However, there is certainly nothing in Rambam to indicate
that he would find anything wrong in following Saadia Gaon’s
recommendations.

Defining A Parsha
Saadia Gaon asserts that there are 53 parshiyos and identifies those

that are sometimes joined with others and those that are sometimes
split. How does he determine whether something is a parsha, or only

% See Kappach, 2:A! NY9N footnote T

26 Saadia Gaon’s comments that it has to be shifted to one of the first 4
sets of parshiyos and whoever does it at *TIp9-)Np'l is demonstrating
IN1an 110.

27" Table 3 has 'YON-NION being read together on two types of regular years.
Saadia Gaon does not say it is this pair that is read together. Any pair
would suffice.
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part of a parsha? For example, did he arbitrarily designate YIIXN-Y'IN
as two parshiyos and 72'1-0'1X) one? Or is there something inherent in
the pesukim of each which give them their respective designations?
Secondly, if a parsha may be split or coupled, what is the difference if
something is designated as a portion of a parsha or a complete parsha?
If VIIXN-VN are considered two parshiyos they can still be read in
one week, and if they are one parsha they can be split to be read over
two weeks. Why then is it important to identify them as being one or
two parshiyos?

According to some, parsha designations are part of the NI0N.
MITin JNp'l NYIY says:

PO9T ANNA NOX ,NTN NN 12'OX IN NI pOIND NN'MINA NPT [N 110N
NTXNIWA MNN NAWT [*2™ PI0D! XD1.pI0D' NOWND XNy Mo nwn
MIPNA NOW XITON 0''0Y XA ONT NI 5" (297 |n'0 N"IN DNNAN [AN)
JION, TN

The meaning of TYID] in the Zohar is unclear. Magen
Avraham proves that it cannot refer to NININDY or NININD, and
concludes it must refer to a NT0 read on Shabbos. If N'n is correct,
the concept of a parsha dates backs to Moshe’s time and is part of the
MIoN. However, Magen Avraham challenges this possibility from
103 N2'AN which discusses a Triennial Shabbos reading system where
the Torah was completed once every 3 years. NIpNN (2 ["UITD) tries
to resolve the difficulty by explaining that in the Triennial system all*®
of our parshiyos were divided into three and read over a three week
period, and suggests that the Zohar only meant that parshiyos were set,
but the exact weekly reading of the parshiyos were not. Thus, he
asserts that we need not read an entire parsha in any NIV or can even
combine two parshiyos in one Shabhos, but we cannot start reading on
Shabbos in one parsha and complete the reading in the middle of
another one. Hamakne’s explanation, however, does not seem to be
consistent with the custom of Saadia Gaon and Rambam who break
NpPN into two parts that are read with different parshiyos.

28 Rav Yaakov Kaminetsky, 2pV'2 NNN, goes through all of the parshiyos
and discusses how those that are too small to be broken into three
parts are handled.
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For the rest of this paper we assume that the designation of
the parshiyos is not Masoretic, but rather determined by a set of
rational criteria that we will attempt to identify. We have already
discussed two operational Torah reading systems and will discuss
another in a later section. These systems will be our guidelines and
we will add additional intuitively reasonable rules as needed.

In the absence of definitive guidelines it is reasonable to
assume that to decompose the Torah into parshiyos we seek to group
the text into units that contain a common theme and are of
“appropriate size.”” The need for a common theme is obvious™ and
seems to be satisfied by each Shabbos reading in our current 54
parshiyos system (i.e., assuming 72'1-D'2X) are two parshiyos) whether
we read individual parshiyos® or our designated paired parshiyos. The
question we are addressing in this section is how to differentiate:

e A large parsha with a common theme that was broken into
two Shabbos readings with common and related themes, from

2 The concept of “appropriate size” appears in a wide range of sorting
and decomposition problems. For example, Twersky, Mishna Torah of
Maimonides, Yale University Press, discusses why Rambam divided the
T into 14 books. He claims that it was a matter of balancing the
number of books and the number of topics per book. Had Rambam
chosen books with very broad themes, he would have had few books
with many topics in each. On the other hand, had he chosen books
with narrow themes, he would have had many books with few topics in
each. Twersky says Rambam felt both of these extremes were
undesirable and settled on a reasonable number of themes that allowed
a significant and manageable number of topics in each.

30 Bar Tlan’s Daf Shevd'i no. 139, says YN (DN YY T'D, NXp 91 N'N),
attributes a different Yemenite custom of separating 'YON-NION but
combining P22-NpN to
NION NYID [12W PN NI PO PN DIYID MY Y DI Wp W'Y . . .
P92 W19 NN'ND MITE NN Y YN (1N NPDIY NN NWAD 110, 'yonY

"IN DN WY IWN DI INAIDY 2 pha K
While we give credence here to the desirability of parshiyos having a
common theme we will argue that this is not the primary reason for

Saadia Gaon’s choice.
31 See, for example, Buchman, Bedibur Echod, 1990.
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e Two parshiyos with separate common themes that were
combined to be read together on a single Shabbos because the
material covered in each was similar enough to be viewed as a
common theme?

The need for parshiyos of “appropriate size” is meant to
smooth out the Shabhos readings and avoid readings that are overly
long or brief. With respect to length, Table 4 lists the number of
pesukim in each of the 54 entities and demonstrates that:

J parsha size ranges from a low of 30 pesukim (1) to a
high of 176 (X)),

o The average parsha size is 108 pesukim,

J 28 parshiyos have greater than average size, and 26 are

below average size,

These numbers are consistent with a system of parshiyos of
appropriate length.”” However, for the most part the parshiyos that we
have discussed in this paper as sometimes being read together
(shaded in Table 4) are, in terms of size, in the bottom 25% of the
list, i.e. VIINN-YIN (48" and 427, D'WITP-NIN "INN (45" and 49™),
MIPINY -1 (50" and 46™) and 12'1-0'2X] (53" and 54™). Given an
objective set of parshiyos of disparate size we would assume that the
small and large parshiyos are randomly distributed throughout the
Torah. That does not seem to be the case here, where a succession of
short individual parshiyos seem to appear in close proximity. The more
likely interpretation would seem to be that these pairs are each a large
parsha that has been split to be read over a two week period. Yet
Saadia Gaon insists that all of these parshiyos with the exception of
12'1-0'2X) are individual parshiyos. What criteria is he using to
differentiate 12'1-0'2X] from the other pairs?

32 Two key descriptive statistics of a list of numbers is its mean, p, (a
measure of central tendency) and its standard deviation, ¢ (a measure of
dispersion). In this case p=108 and 6=32. In general, all of the data will
lie within 30 of its p. For the 54 parshiyos the data ranges from 2.1o
below the mean to 2.4 o above it. This indicates a well behaved set of
numbers with no statistical “outliers”.
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The most logical explanation is that Saadia Gaon considers
any 2 parshiyos that are more frequently than not read together on the
same Shabbos™ in regular years as well as leap years as one parsha,
while if they are more often than not read separately they are
considered two parshiyos. Based on Table 1 this means 72'1-0*2X] is
one parsha and based on Saadia Gaon’s reading scheme this means
IVON-NION are two parshiyos- exactly as Saadia Gaon asserts.
However, this would still not explain why Saadia Gaon classifies
TIPD-ONPM, VIIXN-YIIM, D'WITP-NIN NN, MIPIN -0, as two
parshiyos since for the most part they are each read together in regular
years and tread apart in leap years. If parsha designation was
determined based simply on overall frequency of being read
separately or together, since regular years occur about twice as often
as leap years (i.e. 12 for every 7), we would designate each of these
pairs as a single parsha. Saadia Gaon’s designations thus imply that he
determined whether something was 1 or 2 parshiyos based on the
percentage of time they were read together on a leap year,” ie.,
parshiyos are designated to primarily meet the needs of leap years and
in regular years parshiyos are combined to compensate for the missing

% Whenever we use this phrase we are referring to all readings other than
V’z0s Habracha which is not read on Shabhos.

36 We would point out that based on our current reading system -NION
1YON are almost always read together and should be considered 1 parsha.

37 Only p22-NPN-NP being considered three parshiyos remains unexplained.
With only two NIY'P exceptions, M and the first half of NpN are
always read together, as are the second half of NPN and P22, Based on
the frequency of occurrence criterion, NP and the first half of NPN
should then be deemed one parsha, and the second half of NPN and pY2
another. However, if we viewed the parshiyos this way, it would mean
that on those years that NPN is read by itself, we would be joining part
of one parsha with part of another parsha to create a weekly reading. The
idea that we use parts of two parshiyos to make a Shabbos reading may
not be considered palatable. Thus, P22-NPN-Mp were designated as
three parshiyos though they are only read this way in two out of fourteen
NIY1Ip. We should point out that we do find the combining of parts of
two different chapters in N'2] to form a single Shabbos haftara. However,
chapters in N'1] are in no way comparable to Torah parsha designation.
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Shabbosim. His readjustment to a 53 parsha system slightly alters and
improves parsha size uniformity,” i.e.:

J parsha size ranges from a low of 41 pesukim (N2 NXTI) to
a high of 176 (NW)),

. The average parsha size is 110 pesukim,

. 27 parshiyos have greater than average size, and 26 are

below average size.

Finally, note that Saadia Gaon’s decomposition of the
Chumash into 53 parshiyos, results in 5 Chumashim with 12, 11, 10, 10,
and 10 parshiyos respectively. This means, that for the most part,
during leap years each Chumash will be read almost the same number
of Shabbosim,” while on regular years the numbers of weekly readings
for each Chumash is approximately 12, 10, 7, 9, and 10 respectively.
Thus, while the size of each week’s reading follows one distribution
pattern, the frequency of weeks each Chumash is read is at times quite
uniform while at other times quite disparate.

Our definition of parsha may also explain why Saadia Gaon’s
parsha system hardly ever doubled 'YON-NION while our system almost
always does. Since 12T precedes Shevuous and Tisha B’Av is before
[INNNI it is necessary that some reading flexibility be built into the
system for the parshiyos between 121 and |INNNI. The two most
likely candidates in terms of commonality of theme are 'YVON-NION or
P22-Npn. Both of these, however, are fairly large, i.e., NION - 112
pesukim (25" largest), 'VON- 132 pesukim (12" largest), NPN - 87 pesukim
(43" largest) and P22- 104 pesukim (34" largest). Either pair that is
combined would far exceed what is currently the largest parsha, but by
our rule whichever we choose to be read together would be deemed a
single parsha. Our current solution is to assign the major doubling up

3 J.e. =30, and data size ranges from 2.26 below p to 2.3c above it. See
Chart 1 at the end of the paper.

3 Although Bamidbar has 10 parshiyos it is almost always read in 9 weeks.
However, for each of those weeks the average size of the reading is
much larger than usual. Bareishis is read the most weeks of all Chumashim
but it has by far the largest number of pesukim of all of the Chumashim,
i.e. the Chumashim respectively have 1,533; 1,210; 859; 1,288 and 955
pesukim.
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to

40')’0)’]-]’"0)’_\ and disregard the excess length.41 Saadia Gaon avoids

this problem by throwing a third parsha, NMp, into the mix. Both of
these solutions have their own difficulties.

With respect to the significance of designating something a

parsha rather than part of a parsha, we have up until this point
identified at least two differences:

. The haftara- If an entire parsha is read with an entire other
parsha then the haftara of the second parsha is read. If a
part of a parsha is read with another entire parsha then the
haftara is that of the entire parsha.

. Combining different pesukim to form a Shabbos Torah
reading- On Shabhos it is permissible to read: part of a
parsha, or one or more parshiyos.” It is not permissible to
read fragments of two different parshiyos.

40

41

42

We are not addressing why we double 'VON-NION more frequently than
PY2-npn. Either pair yields a large Shabbos reading. Presumably -NI0N
'YoN, the larger of the two, is doubled up more frequently because they
fit together better. This, of course, directly conflicts with the Y"1
quoted in a previous footnote. Our discussion here concentrates more
on why Saadia Gaon avoided the frequent doubling up of either of
these pairs of parshiyos by interjecting another option.

In our system, assuming that we agree with Saadia Gaon that 72'1-0'2X)
are one parsha, we would then have 52 parshiyos with:

o parsha size ranging from a low of 41 pesukim (02712 NNTI) to
a high of 244 ("YOn-nion) ,

J The average parsha size being 112 pesukim,

o 23 parshiyos having greater than average size, and 29 below
average size,

. 0=35, and data size ranging from 2.0c below p to 3.7
above it.

This distribution worsens parsha size uniformity and introduces a
statistical “outlier”. See Chart 2 at the end of the paper.

The concept of dividing fixed units of texts for reading or reciting
purposes appears in situations other than Shabbos Torah readings. For
example, we find in N2'9N that at times partial Chapters in D'2NN are
read (e.g., the latter half of T0p PID on days when only half N s
recited) while at other times the two halves of the Chapter are read
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We suggest that these differences have practical halachic
ramifications. As we have seen, even Saadia Gaon’s readings were
meant as general guidelines and not as requirements to be precisely
followed. Thus, Rambam mentions only those parts of Saadia Gaon’s
system that he feels must be followed and is silent on the rest.
According to Rambam it is then possible to follow Saadia Gaon’s
reading scheme directly or modify it by, for example, doubling up
'VON-NION and reading TIp9-onp'l separately. The key, however, is
that those who choose to follow Saadia Gaon’s general system can
only make changes that conform to parsha readings based on what he
identified as a whole parsha or as part of a parsha. As we will see in the
next chapter there are other systems that were put forward that
identified parshiyos differently. Anyone adopting another system
would then be limited in changing readings based on the rules as
applied to the parshiyos in that system.

M0'1 TN : An Alternate Reading Schedule Based on Dividing
Parshiyos

As we have seen, Rambam extended the Gemara’s list of preferred
readings to include parshas IX before Pesach on a regular year. Rambam
said nothing about what is read before Pesath on a leap year which
requites 4 or 5 more Shabbos readings before the arrival of the
holiday. Rambam was certainly not the first to mention the IX
requirement. About a century earlier than Rambam we find the

consecutively (e.g. Chapter 116 on days when full Hallel is recited). This
halving of the text is such that even when both halves are recited they
are done so separately rather than together (i.e., on a day when full
Hallel is recited and all of Chapter 116 is read, it is not read as one unit
but rather it is read sequentially just like the other separate Chapters).
We also find in N2'9N instances where an entire Chapter of Tehillim is
read with one or several sentences of other Chapters (e.g., MUK, 'V'11
DI' DY 1'W). There is some question as to whether Chapters 92 and 93
of Tehillim are recited at MW NJ3P on Friday before 1211 with a pause
between the two chapters. If there is no pause this is the only example
we can think of doubling, i.e. two full chapters are merged to be read
together, in an analogous way that we sometimes read two full parshiyos
on Shabhbos.
4 Is it possible that it is something like this that Zohar had in mind?



Pursha Management: Doubling, Halving, Accuracy : 91

following quote in 001 1mn (written by NNNY 11'27, a disciple of
Rashi®):

INY .'2'D 127N 12T NYI9IE:N0DN OTIR .[ONX DX IX WD |M1p D2IY)
1PN [N 'R TT N I950 "' D21 ... NIXY 0TI 190 NY'NN KINY.
JN21VN MY XO1 N0IYD NIWA NY

M0'1 TN goes beyond Rambam and requires that IX precede
Pesach even on a leap year. The way our reading system is currently set
up and the way Rambam lists Shabhos readings at the end of Ahava
this requirement cannot be met. "0'l 2NN does not specifically say
how this is to be accomplished but**"0'l UMNY MY supplies the
details"’ that are reproduced in Table 5. The numbers in the boxes in
this Table indicate over how many weeks the particular parsha or
parshiyos are read, e.g.:

° 2 in a NIXN row means that this parsha was read over a
2 week period,

. 2 in a PP2-NPN row means that each parsha was read
on a separate week,

° 4 in a "TIP9-2NP'l row means that it took 4 weeks to
complete these readings (2 weeks each for JNp'l and
TIpo).

# - M0'AInn, ”Alef” Publishing Co., Jerusalem, POB 894, A¥N, page 221.

45 Rashi and the author of M0'l TN both died in 1105. Rambam wrote
the Yad about 1171.

4 Ibid pages 803-806. From names and events mentioned in this
supplement the Editor suggests that it was written sometime between
1142 and 1210.

47 In this presentation almost all of the parshiyos are referred to by the
current names that we know them. The exceptions are:

Inp'l for nninn
NUn  for NYN 2
MNN for nm NN
"N for nion
NXN for NXN 'O
NIan  for NN



Table* 5

nU' N Reading Assignments For Each Year Type Designation

The Diaspora

Number of
Times These Leap Years
Are Read In
One Week na wa 22 n'n vw'h o onr wh
“nixn - 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
5 Sxpnn 1 1 1 2 2 1 1
Hnp
T 4 4 4 4 4 4
2 ph-npn - 1 2 2 2 2 2 1
4 o) 1 2 2 2 1 1 1
Number of Regular
Times These Years
Are Read In
One Week na wa 2 X w'nonr whr
6 nxn 1 1 1 1 2 1 1
7 NN 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
7 TIp9-Hnpt - 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
2 ph-npn - 2 1 1 2 2 2 2
4 Hu-oaxn) 1 1 1 2 2 2 1

48

49

50

51

52

Details on 8 of the 14 possible NIY'ap are given in M0 NNy MYwn. The
data for the missing 6 is easily reconstructed. All Ny'ap discussed in MNDWN
MU' ITNNY appear in this Table in black. All inferred information appears in
this Table as shaded.

When nIXn is read over a 2 week period, the first week’s reading is from the
beginning of nIxn (2:1 NInW) through an:nd NINY - 45 pesukim. The second
week’s readings is the rest of the parsha - 56 pesukim.

When NWn D is read over a 2 week period, the first reading is from the
beginning of xwn 1 (N::2 niNY) through T:25 NINY - 60 pesukim, and the
second reading is the rest of the parsha - 79 pesukim. One other interesting
point in the M0l 7ITNN system is that on certain leap years the Shabbos on
which Nwn I is read can be Parshas Shekalim (see previous section).
However, it can never come out on NIXN.

When Ynp'l is read over a 2 week period, 10'1 1M~ says the first week’s
reading is from the beginning of np'l (N:n> NINW) until YX>X1. N:1Y NINY
starts YNOX2 nwWYI, and N:1Y NINY starts OXOX1 wy'l. If he is referring to the first
pasuk, the split is 35 pesukim 87 pesukim. If it is the second the split is 73
pesukim and 49 pesukim. Since the second choice leads to a more even
distribution and the first does not follow a d or D, we assume he means the
latter one.

When "TIp9 is read over a 2 week period, the first week’s reading is from the
beginning of MIps (N2:nY NINW) through NX>:0> NN - 42 pesukim. The
second week’s reading is the rest of the parsha - 50 pesukim.



Pursha Management: Doubling, Halving, Accuracy : 93

The most striking item in Table 5 is that all three double sets
of parshiyos listed in Tables 1 and 2 for Chumash Vayikra, i.e. -y
VAIXD, D'YITR-NIN "NX, MIpIN2 -1N2, as well as 'YON-NION do not
appear anywhere because according to "U0'l NN they are always
read together. As discussed in the previous section, because of their
relatively small size it is reasonable that each of the pairs from
Vayikra is considered a single parsha. 'YON-NI0N, however, is different.
Its 244 pesukim - 68 more than the largest current single parsha (X)) -
would seem to indicate that it is 2 parshiyos, but the fact that it is
always read together must mean that it is 1 parsha. If, however,
someone felt that this size is too large then they would be forced to
reject the reading system of "U0'I 2NN, Indeed, a variation of this
objection was raised by 1'N1 N111 [1 2pY' 1'20 ie. DN ' n"
complains™ that if you always read IX on the Shabbos before Pesach,

PONY [N NITINY D NYT ANKE DMWY PONTY 'oni NIVNY DIpn 11'¥N XD...
071XY 1PN NNVON DAl D*9ITA DTO (AW 9D Yoni>* ips nbxn e
2NN 1'WIY XD DN

Focusing now on the pairs in "0'l 2NN that are sometimes
read separately, based on the initial rule offered in the previous
section, 12'1-0'2X) and NWN ') are each one parsha and P22-NPN are
two. The status of NIXN and "TIP9-INP'l are less clear. With a single
exception, both are always read together in a regular year and
partitioned in a leap year. But the entire NIXN has only 101 pesukim,
which is less than an average sized parsha. If we consider NIXN as two
parshiyos they would be the 2™ and 4" smallest parshiyos. The issue
with respect to 'TIp9-)Np'l is similar but somewhat different. Since
neither 2NP'l nor 'TIP9 are ever read in their entirety by themselves,
the choice is not whether "TIP9-)Np'l is one large parsha™ or two
average sized parshiyos, but whether it is 1 large parsha or 4 very small
parshiyos.” We have no evidence as to whether "0'I TN agrees with
Saadia Gaon that frequency of occurrence in leap years is the

10" NN, page 806.

5 The breakpoint in "TIp9 where "0'I ATNN says reading would stop on a
leap year.

% It would however be smaller than 'YON-NIUN which we are currently
considering one parsha.

56 Two of the 4 would be the 2nd and 3 smallest parshiyos.
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determining factor in whether something is a parsha. Viewing the
distribution of parsha lengths from both perspectives (i.e. NIXN and
TIPD-2NP*l are each one parsha or are a total of 6 parshiyos) the more
compact distribution occurs if we assume that "0'lI 2TNN holds that
overall frequency of occurrence is the key factor and in this system
the entire NINN as well as "TIP9-)NP'l are each one parsha. This then
yields a total number of 48 parshiyos and the parsha size distribution
has the following characteristics:>’

J parsha size ranges from a low of 41 pesukim (N1 NNTI) to
a high of 244 ("VOn-nion),

. The average parsha size is 122 pesukim,

. 21 parshiyos have greater than average size, and 27 are

below average size.

Opverall this distribution is more disparate than that of Saadia
Gaon.

From the perspective of number of Shabhos readings for each
of the 5 Chumashim, for regular years the M0'I 1IN system results in
5 Chumashim with 12, 10, 7, 9, and 10 readings respectively,” while
leap years have a 12, 14, 7, 9 and 10 pattern. Thus, at no time does
this system attempt to level off the number of Shabhosim readings for
each Chumash. The major benefit of M0'l NN system seems limited
to the fact that every year the same parshiyos are read on the Shabbosim
immediately prior to a Yom Tov. (See Table 6 at the end of this paper
for a summary of the strengths, weaknesses and characteristics of
cach of the parsha reading systems we have discussed.)

If we are correct in assuming that "0'l NN employed a 48
parshiyos system, the only time that each parsha will be read separately

57 l.e. 0=306, and data size ranges from 2.2¢ below u to 3.4c above it. See
Chart 3 at the end of the papert.

58 Is it coincidental that Mishnayos is divided into 6 Sedarim, with the
number of NINJON in each Seder respectively: 11, 12, 7, 10, 11, and 12?
This number pattern is very similar to the breakdown of the 5
Chumashim according to 0"l WINN. It is also interesting that the 4t
value, i.e. 10, represents |'P'T) and if the three N1X’s are counted as one
(2p p"2) and [NTNI0 and NIIN are considered one (see, for example, A
Guide to the Jerusalem Talmud, pp. 23, 28) to get to the traditional count of
60 NINJ0N, then the breakdown in Mishnayos is 11, 12,7, 7, 11, and 12.
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is a regular year with a NIY'1P of N"1 or W"T. As a result, where
Rambam had enough parshiyos to basically accommodate leap yeats
but too many for regular years, "0'l WTNN has the reverse situation.
This then resulted in Rambam primarily using the merging of parshiyos
(with the exception of 12"1-D'2X1 which is split) to control the cycle
while M0'I TN needed to split parshiyos (with the exception of -NpN
21 which he doubled) in order to address leap years.

Opposition to the reading scheme of M0'I TNN is already
noted by "0'l ATNN himself. After giving his view that IX is always
read before Pesach on both regular and leap years, he concludes:

DYDY MIAIYA MW AIM 1K ... 1990 100N DI [INWn 'K N9Nal
|")p MaIyn w'nal N2y n"nal ... NDON OTIp YIXAN AN NKT |1IpY
.NDD DTIP NI NN

While Rambam 2:A' N2'9N did not state what happens on a
leap year, he presumably follows some variation of the NDIX position.
He therefore has no need for halving NIXN or cutting "TIP9-INP'l into
four. Assuming Rambam was aware of the MU'l 1NN position™
which primarily based its reading scheme on dividing a parsha, he
might have only mentioned the idea of combining parshiyos in 12'9n
2:A' and omitted mention of breaking up a parsha, because it is around
the former mechanism which he felt the system should primarily rest.
Moreover, since in his scheme it is easy to see why "TIpD-INP'l are
considered two parshiyos but more difficult to assert that YIIXN-YIN
are two (i.e. they are both relatively short), he gave YIIXN-Y'N as his
first example of doubling up.”

Some final thoughts now on the objection of N to the
reading scheme of "0'I ATNN. Rabbenu Tam objects on the grounds
that the splitting of parshiyos should consider length equalization,
commonality of material contained in the split parts, and the
historical reality that we have designated haftaros for NION and 'VON.
He argues that if you follow the reading schedule of M0'I TN these

5 As noted in a previous footnote on Table 5, in this system it is possible
that D'V is on NN 'J. Rambam mentioned this possibility but in his
system it cannot happen. He must thus have been familiar with other
systems where it could happen.

0 We would still be left with the question of why Rambam mentioned
only the first and last paits of double parshiyos in NIp'l.
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haftaros will never be read. This argument is as interesting for what it
says as for what it does not say. Firstly, 4011 YImN like Rambam,
says that during the three weeks before Tisha B’Av we read haftaros
from IN'MY' M17T. Although we argued that Rambam holds that two
sets of haftaros are read on these Shabbosim in general this is not
customarily done. Thus even if 'YON-NION are read separately their
individual haftaros would not be read. If an argument is to be made
for a haftara reading, it should be made for the haftara of Parshas
Pinchus which precedes NION, ie. if 'YON-NION are always read
together then the 3* Shabbos before Tisha B’Av is always Pinchus and
thus the haftara of Pinchus will never be read. This is an interesting
argument but not Rabbenu Tam’s.

Secondly, Table 5 shows that KUN ' is split in "0'I TN
system only in the years that 'WON-NION are currently split in our
system. Thus, if we eliminate the NN 'J split in "0'1 WUTNN system, we
can restore equilibrium by splitting'VON-NION on those same years.
This, of course, will come at the expense of IX not coming the
Shabbos before Pesach on leap years with a NIY'2p of N'N or W'N.
However, the revised Torah reading assignment of Rabbenu Tam is
very similar to that of Rambam and in no leap year does IX precede
Pesach by one week. Thus, Rabbenu Tam could have addressed at
least his need for sometimes reading the haftaros of 'VON-NIoN with
only a minor change in the splitting of X&N 'J. If the question as he
posed it was the driving force in his objection to "0'l WTNN system
why did he replace the entire system instead of making minor
corrections?

Finally, Rabbenu Tam is strangely silent on whether we have
a tradition on haftaros for each of YN, NN "NX, 1N2. Does this
indicate that in fact no such tradition exists?

From Rambam to Shulchan Aruch

As we have seen, Rambam modified the Gemara’s requirement that
the NIYOP of Vayikra precede Shevuos to the parsha of Bamidbar
precede Shevuos, and also mentioned that IX precede Pesach on a
regular year. Although Rambam is silent on what happens before
Pesach on a leap year, the natural progression of one week parsha

o1 Ibid, page 223.



Pursha Management: Doubling, Halving, Accuracy : 97

readings for the extra Shabbosim generated by a leap year generally
results in Pesach following VINN i.e. 3 parshiyos later.”” This situation
has already been introduced in the last section as being the custom of
NDIX and is reflected in the following T:N2N N"IN 12NN:

N"Nan yIn M2Iyn2 YIIXnl N0IY91 N0D DTIR AN NN IX 'NI1p DIV
.N0BN DTIP NIN NN [MIpY NAIYN

The exception that the Mechaber adds is a year with a NIV'p
N"N, e.g. 5765. Such a year has one extra Shabbos*’ and thus requires
an additional parsha, NIN MNX. XN adds, "MAIWN ¥'I" ie., any ¥'N
leap year also has one extra Shabhos reading before Pesach.”* Again,
these exceptions were already cited in"10'I NN as being the custom
of NYIX and it is not clear why the 12NN left out this case since it is
exactly the same as the one he mentions.

72NN continues, "MIXY OTIP '1'0 12N MWD |'NIp D2IYOI"
and offers no exceptions. However, here too there are two
exceptions. Leap years starting on Thursday that have an extra N1Y
causing NIN NN to be read before NDY, also cause XW] to be read
before NIVIAW. MIN1 NWN mentions that these exceptions are
brought down in the D'JINNN. Again, no reason is given for the silence
on this matter by the 12NN and XM.

In comparing and contrasting the presentation of Rambam
and 90I' N1 we perhaps can understand why the former did not
mention the reading that precedes Pesach on a leap year. It is possible
that Rambam felt that there was no significance in whether V1IN0 or
NN "INX were read before Pesach.” However, why would neither he
nor f0I' N'1 discuss the difference of what precedes Shevuos on a leap

62 Tn general the extra month adds 4 more Shabbosim. By reading 2np'l and
'TIPD separately (instead of together as is done in almost all regular
years) and going three parshiyos beyond IX the extra 4 Shabbosim are
accommodated.

63 Le. Adar Bais has 5 Shabbosim as it starts and ends on Shabhos.

6+ 1In this case the first Adar has 5 Shabbosim. W'n NIY'Ap also causes an
extra Shabbos in a regular year. See Table 1 where only W' NIY'2P on a
regular Year requires "TIp9 2Np'l be read separately so that IX is on the
Shabhos before Pesach.

% Some explain VXN is preferred because it, like IX, discusses the
washing of 0'2).
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year? Doesn’t the Thursday leap year NIV']P contradict Rambam’s
statement that parshas Bamidbar is read before Shevuos? We may
perhaps infer from this that Rambam felt that it made no difference
whether 122 or XY directly preceded Shevuos. The main thing was
that it not be directly preceded by the NIZ2pP. Hence, Rambam’s
words NIXY D71 '1'0 127N 'K IN'Y simply means that under all
circumstances at least 121 must precede Shevuos, and that is always
true. This understanding, however, would mean that Rambam’s
phrases:

XY OTIP '1'0 121N ['KIp 1IN'W 0DIWDN AnINil...
nNOIYO MW N0 0TI NN NN IX ...,

use the word DTIp differently. In the first phrase DTIP means prior but
not necessarily immediately before, but in the second case it means
directly before.*

The issue of what to read on NN and W'D leap years is,
however, more complex. The following quote appears as a footnote
to 10 NINN in the “N'N:

NP INYI NIYXIA ANIND D'NWY 00BN NWAD PN N1 127 D1 1N
A"wn X' [NY'1pY NINAIYN DIWI WX [01INI AN DN TY 1AN) [21]
INDDI NA'D |N'ON D*'P2 121 D70 ND YIIXA TVI NINAY 0D 1IN [NaY
191010 noo 1199 [N'A0 MANW] yaixn [Mip NN nva Doy 1T

.00 DX NYAD

0 Te. if it means “prior” in the second, Rambam did not need the
qualification that it refers to a regular year since IX is read prior to
Pesach on leap yeats as well.

67 Mechon Yerushalaim Edition, 5748.

08 This NIY'1P is given in a three letter format. The first two letters mean
the same as before. The third letter refers to the day of the week on
which Rosh Hodesh Nison occurs. Thus X'Nil means: Rosh Hashanah starts
on Thursday, the year is 10N and the first day of Nison (or equivalently
the first day of Pesach) is Sunday.

6 This splits the parsha into 60 pesukim and 58 pesukim. The regular haftara
was said with the first parsha and NI9N 90 DN starts its haftara at N
2N (This is our best guess. It is not clear from the footnote if it starts
at this verse or at 1IN2 or 12:N2 -all it says is that it starts with the
words O'N2 D'N' NN) finishes the perek and then continues from N'NY!
T0-1:00.
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In Barcelona, the idea expressed by the Mechaber that Y1IXN
come before Pesach was not understood as something which naturally
occurs, but as something that was desirable. On leap years that began
on Thursday, where Y1IXN was not going to be the Shabbos before
Pesach, a parsha was therefore split” to induce the desired result. This
split also resulted in Bamidbar always being read the week before
Shevuos.™

If Rambam agreed with NIYX11 AN in the splitting of
Mishpatim, it would answer our question as to why he did not
mention exceptions to the reading of Bamidbar before Shevuos. It
would also explain™ why the 12NN mentioned the Pesach exception
but not the one for Shevuos, i.e. with respect to Shevuos 12NN basically
quoted Rambam. Since Rambam makes no distinction on the year
(because he holds like the J'N with respect to splitting 0'0DWN)
neither does 12NN (even though he does not agree with 711'N). With
respect to what to read on a leap year before N0Y, Rambam is silent
but 12NN holds it should be YIIXN. It is here then that 12NN can state
the distinction between the years. All this would be plausible except
for the fact that Rambam in his list of mid-week and Shabbos Torah
readings never mentions the possibility of splitting Mishpatim. We are
thus left with several questions on both the presentation of Rambam

and Mechaber.

70 NIIYXIL AN even on years like 5765 once again has one more reading
than Shabbosim and needs to double up on one of the later parshiyos.
Thus, in Barcelona there never was a year in which every parsha was
read separately. The footnote does not mention what parshiyos would
have been doubled up on in years that D'0BYN was split. Assuming, as
we are, that it was important to keep Bamidbar on the Shabbos before
Shevuos, the only parshiyos that would be available to double are -NpN
P21 or 'VON-NION. Although in our system there is a general reluctance
to double P22-NPN we would probably to do it rather than merge -NION
'YON on the only two situations that they are read separately.

I The footnote attributes the splitting of Mishpatim to wanting Y1IXN
before Pesach. How do they know the reason was not to keep Bamidbar
immediately before Shevuos?

72 The question of why 12NN left out the gloss of the NN1 would still
remain.
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110: A Question of Accuracy

Our study of parsha readings:

o Started with a statement in a NN'"2 by a 2™ century
Tanna,

o Went to a NN in the T* written by Rambam in the latter
part of the 12 century, and

° Ended in a [N'0 in the Y MDY written by Rabbi Yosef

Cairo in the latter part of the 16" century.

The most important Halachic work of the period between
Rambam and Y |NOY is the early 14™ century 110, In NN N"IN the
Tur writes:

N"TaN YIN YIIXD NN2IVNAL N0IWD NDD DTIR [ANX NN IX "N DOIY)
1900 NY'NN N'MY 12T NWAD DYIY21 NOD OTIp NN MINXK ['KIp MAIYN
JNXY OTIP XU MN21vn W nal natyn n"nar Xy oip

Unlike Rambam and 12NN, 110 makes the distinction for both
Pesach and Shevuos. With respect to Shevuos, Tur correctly identifies the
leap years of "N and ¥'N mentioned by 12NN and XM with respect to
Pesach. However, with respect to Pesach he identifies a NIV'1P that does
not have the property he attributes to it, i.e. a leap year with NIV'1p
N"T. For a leap year that starts on Shabbos and is 10N, Y1INN is indeed
read the Shabbos before Pesach. It does not seem possible to attribute
the Tur’s comment to his use of a Shabbos parsha reading system
different than ours because at the end of this |N'D he offers two
explanatory Tables and in the second one his schedule of parshas that
are doubled is identical to ours” (see Table 1). How then do we
understand Tut’s reference to N"T?

The recently published critical edition of Tur, 10N 2Y9N
DOWN, addresses the problem of the questionable letters N'T by putting
these letters in parenthesis and adding brackets with the letters N in
place of N"I, and second brackets with the letters W'N. The
introduction™ to this edition says that whenever the editors found a

73 For the sake of completeness we mention that Tur also discusses what
to read when parshas Shekalim falls on NIXN or XWN ' and concludes by
saying that in our parsha reading system this can never happen.

74 Section entitled “N2IY 1'2NNA [JUN DX Pages 10-T".
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manuscript with better language than that in the standard Tur they
inserted the “correct” language without brackets.” The use of
brackets was limited to situations where they had no manuscript with
the new words but did have writings from reliable D'JINNN indicating
that a change was warranted. Unfortunately, the editors do not
mention who the person(s) are upon whom they relied on to add
these parenthesis. While the corrections in this case may conform to
what we read, it seems difficult to assume that they are what the 110
originally wrote. Firstly, with respect to Pesach, our Tur mentions only
a single incorrect exception but with respect to Shevuos he correctly
mentions both exceptions. If a printer’s error had occurred with
respect to Pesach, it would then have been to both change the first
term and completely omit the second one. The chance of a double
error, involving two different mistakes, seems unlikely. Secondly, if
originally the wording was as DJWN 110N 2Y9N suggests and at some
point in time there was an error in transcription, which text did the
Mechaber have? If he had the original correct version with N"N and W'n
written out for both Pesach and Shevuos, it seems implausible that in
the Shulchan Aruch he would have mentioned only one of the two
exceptions with respect to Pesach and neither with respect to Shevuos.
On the other hand, if Mechaber’s Tur had a reading of only N"7, like we
have, then why did he not mention in his 90I' N'] commentary on the
Tur that this is not correct in our reading system? It would, therefore,
seem clear that the Mechaber had neither our wording nor that
suggested by DIWN 110N YYON. What then was his wording?

We do not offer here a solution to all of our above questions,
but suggest that before an answer can be developed the accuracy of
Tables in the Tur must be verified. Our problem with N7 is
predicated on the fact that the second Table in the Tur concerning

75 One example of this may be in the section entitled NINIYN 1IN that
immediately precedes the two explanatory Tables. The standard Tur
text reads:

132 702N NN ... D21V NNM2D NN 1ODK NwnNn MY YT 11IXY A1 1Ml ..
0D UNNY NIMY MY XN ANAT DI NWNN NYY

‘NNl in the first line makes no sense and it is clear from the rest of the

statement that Tur is referring to year 5100. D2WN 110N YY9N has this

without parenthesis,

112 172N NN ... D21V IXM2Y PIDOOX N MY YT 1DIXY DX A (1T .
0"D1 UNNY NIMY MY XN ANNT DO NWNN WY
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parsha readings precisely describes our system and in our system N'T
on a leap year does not have NN NN before Pesach. However, we
have already shown that many other parsha systems besides ours were
used,”® and we also know that there are definite challenges to the
authenticity of the first table in the Tur. As it commonly appears in
all standard Turim, the first Table offers an almost 1,000 year
calendar that starts in 5055 (1295 CE) and ends in 6042 (2282 CE).
This Table assumes that our Lunar Calendar cycles every 247 years'’
and its authorship is generally attributed to [INA [I¥N] who was Gaon
from 872 CE until his death in 890. The Tur’s Table covers 4 of
these cycles or 988 years (4%247).” It is easily demonstrated that the
247 year repeating cycle assumption is in error. While for the most
part two years that are 247 years apart are identical, the molad” of the
later year is 905 helakim earlier, with a probability of approximately™

76 Other reading systems besides ours that we have previously mentioned
are: Rambam splitting of NpN, Saadia Gaon, Chinuch splitting of
0'0OYN, and the more radical system of "0'I ATNN. But this list is not
exhaustive. Other systems existed as well. For example, Sar Shalom
(M2VN NIYY DNYY, 1984, Netanya, p. 112) mentions places where N1'I
or YN were split and places where NMINN and NIXN were always read
together so as never to have a parsha where Moshe was not mentioned.
See also “The Torah Reading Cycle: Past and Present” by Norman
Bloom, Journal of Jewish Music and Liturgy, Vol. XVIII, (1995-1996), pp.
37-58.

77 l.e. years that are 247 years apart have identical NIY'2p.

78 Details on this system and its history can be found in Sar-Shalom, p 51.

7 ‘The molad is an approximation of the time of conjunction, and the
conjunction of Tishrei determines the lunar calendar. There are 1080
helakim in an hour. Generally speaking, if the molad of Tishrei is:

e Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Shabbos before noon- Rosh
Hashanah starts on that day.

e Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Shabbos after noon- Rosh
Hashanah is respectively on Tuesday, Thursday, Shabbos,
Monday,

e Any time on Sunday, Wednesday or Friday- Rosh Hashanah
respectively starts Monday, Thursday, Shabbos.

80 Two years that are 247 years apart will have a different NIV'IP only if
the first molad was between 12 and 12:50 pm (905 helakim = 50 minutes)
on a Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Shabhos. The probability of this is
(4/7)*905/(1080%*24).
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2% that the change will affect the calendar. This means about 5
changes® every 247 year cycle, or about 20 (4*5) errors in the Tur’s
1000 year calendar. Because of these mistakes YN "9 composed his
own calendar (that we have previously mentioned) for the period
1694% through 2240.

The question is whether the Tur mistakenly assumed the 247
year cycle was correct and used it? DIWN 110N Y9N, brings the
standard Table in the Tur, then gives a revised Table designed and
published by R’ Refael Gordon in “Y*oN0”, 207N (1902). R’ Gordon
says:

2"XT 100 1720 170 KX XD TN AYOIN XIN [ NI

and claims that the Table usually found in the Tur was not the one in
the original Tur but was mistakenly put in by a later publisher of the
Tur. He surmises that a mistake like this occurred because the 1522
Venetian edition of the Tur and some other older editions were
published without the Table, and when the Table was later reinserted,
it was the wrong one.”” R’ Gordon proceeded to devise a calendar

81 We are discussing the starting day of a year. However, if the starting
day of a year change then the NIY'1P of the previous year changes as
well. Thus, when we say 5 changes in 247 years we mean at least 10
changes in NIY'1P, and an equivalent multiple in the Tur’s 1000 year
calendar. These changes are also cumulative, i.e. the changes from one
247 to the next carry over into future 247 year multiples as well. Thus,
in 1000 years there will be far more than 20 errors.

82 YN M9 calendar found in the standard Shulchan Aruch starts with year
1751 (57 years later). WTN "D himself says he is starting from year 1694,
but by the time the calendars were printed in the Shulchan Aruch, years
had elapsed and the publisher decided not to include calendars for years
that were in the past.

85 One of the proofs offered to corroborate R> Gordon’s assertions, is the
citation we previously mentioned that the Tur was originally published
in 5090 and 5091 and that its designations in the Tur’s Table were -NT
Wi, The molad for Tishrei 5091 (1330) was Thursday 12:29 pm and
according to the standard rules presented in a previous footnote, Rosh
Hashanah should be deferred to Shabhos. Yet the Tut’s Table designates
it W', i.e. Rosh Hashanah is Thursday. It is argued that there is no way
that the Tur made a mistake on the year in which he published his
work. We are not convinced by this argument and present here a brief
outline of a way of explaining why the Tur may have written ¥"n-n"T.
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that he suggested was the one that appeared in the original Tur, and
claimed that in 1905, three years after he published his revised
calendar, he found very similar ones in two old Tur manuscripts.**
The presentation in DJWUN U0ON Y9N only discusses R’
Gordon critique of the first Table in the Tur. It does not mention
anything about whether the second Table was also left out of the
1522 Venetian Tur and later reinserted. It is certainly evident that the
second Table in the DIWN 10N 2YON edition is not the one found in
the standard Tur. Although no mention is made to that affect
anywhere in the text, the second Table in this edition has an extra
row at the bottom which describes the parsha readings in Eretz Yisrael

In a recently published article entitled “A 5765 Anomaly” (Tradition,
38:3 Fall 2004) we discussed a dispute between Saadia Gaon and Ben
Meir in the year 923. The molad of Tishrei that year was Shabbos 12:13
pm and Ben Meir insisted, without supporting reasons, that the molad
cut-off point to defer Rosh Hashanah was 12:36 (not 12:00) and ruled
that Rosh Hashanah start on Shabbos. Saadia Gaon disagteed and said
that the noon cut-off was fixed and insisted Rosh Hashanah start on
Monday. In our article we argued that this dispute was about the
inaccuracy of the molad calculations and that over time the 36 minute
“buffer” Ben Meir offered would grow larger. As a recent application
of this dispute, we demonstrated that in 5765 the molad of Tishrei was
Tuesday 1:16 pm and Rosh Hashanah began on Thursday. However, the
inaccuracy in the molad had grown to over 1 and a half hours and
according to Ben Meir Rosh Hashanah would have started on Tuesday.
Finally, we showed that eatly in the history of fixed calendars the molad
inaccuracy was small and seldom led to significant differences in the
start of Rosh Hashanah. We posited that the first 4 times that this issue
could have been raised was 923, 927, 1145 and 1330. Thus, if the Tur
went along with our interpretation of Ben Meir, his designation of 1330
as W'N would have been correct, as would have been his designations
for:
e 1333,1334 and 1335 (molad 1334- Tuesday 12:28 pm),
e 1375 (molad- Monday 12:44 pm),
e 1513,1514, 1515 (molad 1515- Shabbos 12:28 pm)
e 1519 (molad- Thursday 12:27 pm).
Accordingly, the first error in the Tur would not have occurred until
the middle of the 17% century, or more than 300 years after his lifetime.
84 The editor of D2YN 10N YY9N points out, that R’ Gordon’s revised
Table is different from almost all known T' 'INJ of Tur.
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for each NIY'1pP. Moreover, in order for this row to make any sense it
is necessary to know that P21 NpPN is never read together in Eretz
Yisrael,* but nowhere in the Table is this stated. Although this Table
does reflect what we do today, it is unclear if DJWN 110N Y9N is
claiming that this is the original Table that was somehow shortened
in later editions of the Tur, or they are simply trying to make the
Table complete.

Because of all of the problems we have mentioned with the
Tur in this |N'0, without verification that at least the upper half of the
second Table in the Tur is in fact a copy of the Tur’s original Table it
is very difficult to use the Tur, as we have it, to shed any light on the
Tut’s parsha reading pattern.

A Review and Commentary

The material we have presented suggests that originally the
assigning of Shabhos Torah readings was fluid with only a minimum
set of rules that had to be satisfied. Communities could and did
individually choose whatever reading pattern they wanted as long as it
conformed to the basic rules. We thus find Rambam, N:A' N2'9N,
mentioning that although there was an ancient custom of completing
one cycle of Torah readings in 3 years (Triennial system) the generally
accepted method was to complete the readings in one year. The
system Rambam refers to is mentioned in :0 N2'AN as having been
practiced in Eretz Yisrael in the times of the Tanaim. The wording of
Rambam in Hilchos Tefillah makes it sound as if the Triennial System
was still practiced in his time, albeit not commonly, perhaps 1000
years later. This is indeed confirmed by the writing of Benjamin of
Tudela in 1170 about the Cairo Community:

“Two large synagogues are there, one
belonging to the land of Israel and one belonging to
the men of the land of Babylon... Their usage with
regard to the portions and sections of the law is not
alike; for the men of Babylon are accustomed to read
a portion every week, as is done in Spain, and is our
custom, and to finish the law each year; while the men

8 We mentioned this previously in an earlier section.
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of Palestine®® do not do so but divide each portion
into three sections and finish the law at the end of
three years.” (Encyclopedia Judaica, Vol. 15, p 1247.)

A system that was robust enough to accept a Triennial and an
Annual Torah reading cycle coexisting in one community, would
obviously also tolerate a variety of different Yearly systems as long as
all of the systems satisfied the basic rules.”

With the initial rules in place, it appears that as time passed
certain non mandatory reading patterns received wide acceptance
(e.g. Rambam’s addition of IX before Pesach on a regular year) and
were then incorporated by the leading Halachic authorities of the
generation as part of the new set of minimum requirements. These
rules, in turn, then stayed until another round of additional practices
became universally accepted (e.g. Shulchan Aruch adding that Y1IXN
immediately precede Pesath on most leap years). Our currently
employed universally accepted parsha reading system is then of
relatively recent vintage. Sar Shalom (page 110) makes the following
interesting comment about our custom of referring to a week by the
name of its parsha reading:

DW NN NI 1M [NM N [NPIDNTE NI'WAD 112N DRIW DANIN 1IN TIY 9
NNINN NWID INPY NITY IN NID'NP 'Y DYW1A DY NWION DY DY YIawn
170 Y Y"WUN NIVWONA NIApYA ,NNITII 50 DN NWID NN IXNIPY DINN 17
701 DI'N 22Ipnn T'NRD ANIND OWONA I'NISDINE 1'WIND DY 1NNp foIt
D'ANIAN 2 NN ANTIE 'OINIT AWV NI'WAD 112N DT AN DXIW' NINION
NI NN MW NING DIOYWONAE NIZ'APN |2 DIWPN pITN DA DMINND

86 Note that according to his reporting it was only people stemming from
Eretz Yisrael who practiced the triennial cycle.

87 NI'N YIN asks how N2 N)'AN is consistent with the Triennial system?
Rav Tzadok Hacohen suggests that, in the Triennial system these pieces
would be read on the Shabbosim before Shevuos and Rosh Hashanah
regardless of where they were up to in the Torah. Sar Shalom (Sinai,
Vol 123-124, pp 620-641,"TINONNI MWAN NOIPNA HNIW' YIND ANIPR™)
argues that the custom of reading the Torah in some sort of cycle,
yeatly or triennially, arose after the destruction of the second Bais
Hamikdash whereas the custom of reading the words of the NNJIN prior
to Shevuos and Rosh Hashnah was suspended with the destruction of the
Bais Hamikdash.
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VI DV NIVIPY TR MNP [XONI VIAWA NWIDY NTAN NNADN NN
VIAYn NYAD DYD - VIavn DY

Sar Shalom dates the common use of designating a week by
its YIQWUN MWD to the period after the publication of the Shulchan
Aruch. Tt was the dissemination and acceptance of the Shulchan Aruch
that galvanized the acceptance of a universal parsha reading system.
Our current system has then been in place for only about 400 years.*

In viewing other situations involving Torah readings, it would
seem that flexibility in allowing individual community discretion is
the norm. For example, in .13-:ND N)'A0 the Gemara presents a
discussion of how to assign NI'Y on Rosh Hodesh. The Gemara
explains that the number of pesukim in the relevant sections of Parshas
Pinchus does not allow four aliyos without violating a rule of Torah
reading that disallows starting or ending an aliyah two pesukim or less
from a 9 or 0. The Gemara offers two solutions. Shmuel says POID,
i.e. the first aliyah gets the first two and a half pesukim, and the second
aliyah gets the next two and a half pesukim. 21 rejects this solution
because [1'p0D XY [IX NWN N'POD XDT Np10D D).

Shmuel responds that this is a general principle meant to be
employed when there are alternatives. However, in cases like Rosh
Hodesh where there are no alternatives, the rule may be ignored.” 11
disagrees and recommends A2IT. There is the following disagreement
as to what this means:

88 As we have previously explained, even in our system when the first day
of Pesach is Shabbos or the first day of Shevuous is Friday, there will be a
period of time when the Diaspora and Eretz Yisrael are reading different
parshiyos. This nevertheless should not upset the system since everyone
knows the reason for these differences and when told where one
community is reading will immediately know what the other one is
reading.

8 Note the similarity between this dispute and the one we mentioned
previously about whether it is preferable to split a parsha or double up
two parshiyos. Note also the similarity between the objection mentioned
here not to split a Pasuk in half and the comment of Zohar mentioned
previously,

PODT NN NON ,NTN YN 1219N IN NWIDA pOONY NN'MIXA NPT XN 1I0N

NTXNAWA MNNK NAYT |9 pIoD! NI .pIodt MOWND NnyY Mo nwn
Shmuel’s response here in the Gemara may also be the answer to our
question on Hamakne’s answer to Magen Avraham’s question.
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J Rashi, and Rambam 2"A' N2'9N (11" and 12" century)-
The 2™ aliyah rereads the last pasuk that the first aliyah
read (this is what we do),

o Ramban (13" century) — Each person reads his required
allotment of pesukim and we do not worry that someone is
ending two pesukim before a 9 or 0 because we have no
alternative.

. A "0 N N"IN N (18" century) - The first person reads
the first 3 pesukim, the second person reads pesukim 4-8
and the 3" person reads pesukim 6-10.

Gra bases his decision on what he considered to be the best
solution and that this solution is given in 01910 NJON. He concludes
with:

DND 0”02 WAI9NY 10D AINIY D0 12N0N [D'T XA XPOD'N N2 N"12T |11
1IN 21 ... ‘N2 n"T N N* NID12T '0INA 'VI XU DIV 11 Dpionn )2
‘170"n 9"y DN

Despite the long history of practical Halacha from the times
of the Rishonim more than 500 years before him that disagreed with
him, Gra had no difficulty instituting a Torah reading system that he
felt superior. R
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