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Does Daf Yomi Exemplify

Talmud Torah?

By: HESHEY ZELCER

stud-y (studi), n. [p/. STUDIES (-iz)], 1. the act or
process of applying the mind in order to acquire
knowledge, as by reading, investigation, etc. 2. careful
attention to, and critical examination and investigation of,
any subject, event, etc.: as, after study of the matter, the
judge gave his decision, the stdy of human nature.
(Webster's New World Dictionary of the American Langnage,
Cleveland and New York: 1968)

Introduction

On the ninth day of E/u/ 5683 (1923), speaking at the first Knessiah
Gedolah of Agudath Israel, R. Meir Shapiro, the Rav of Galina,
Poland, proposed, “And now, with the permission of those
assembled, I would like to put forth my personal proposal: that
beginning with the forthcoming Rosh Hashanah (5684), everyone
should study a daf of Gemara each day, beginning with the first daf in
Shas” (Jewish Observer, February 2005, p. 18).

What did R. Meir Shapiro hope to accomplish with Daf Yomi?
Who was his intended audience? How much time did he expect
individuals to spend in their study of Daf Yomi? We do not know the
answer to the third question, but we do know that he intended for
“everyone” to study Daf Yomi. We also know that he anticipated two
benefits: that Jews throughout the world would be united in studying
the same daf, and that those masekhtot that are not usually studied will
now no longer be “orphaned,” as they will be included in the Daf
Yomi cycle (ibid., pp. 18 — 19).

During the past fifteen years, the number of people
participating in the Daf Yomi cycle has increased dramatically. On
February 10, 2005, The New York Times (p. E1) reported that, “Each
day more than 100,000 Jews worldwide use their early-morning,
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lunchtime or evening hours to study the same two sides of a page of
Talmnd, fulfilling the Jewish belief in study for its own sake, until all
38 books of the Talmud are completed. The process, known in
Hebrew as ‘Daf Yom? (‘Page a Day’), lasts seven and a half years. And
then it begins again.”

In this article we will analyze the definition of Talmud Torah
and try to determine whether Daf Yomi, as currently practiced,
exemplifies the migvah of Talmud Torah.

Definition of 7370 715N

We will show that the obligation to study Torah (790 7170) is an end
in-and-of itself and that it is Judaism’s highest ideal. To accomplish
the ultimate form of Talwud Torah, one must study and analyze the
Torah to the best of one’s ability and take all necessary steps to
internalize it and retain it. Once a person acquires knowledge of
Torah, he has a concurrent obligation to teach it to others. We will
also show that all areas of Jewish law are equally worthy of study
(whether they are applicable to our lives or not), and that whenever
one studies Torah, it ought to be a joyful experience.

The mizvah of Talmud Torah. Rambam, based on Bavli Kiddushin
29b, codifies the mizvah of Talmud Torah and writes that it is
applicable to all Jewish males during their entire adult life and
regardless of their economic status. He also states that the study of
Torah must be pursued during both day and night.

QYW 172 WY 1°2 71V P2 770 TN 2000 DR WOR 9
WD WWNW N7 IPT T 12 02 12 P00 YA 1A wna
Y2°0RY DOMINDT DY AY APTRT 1) 017007 1Y 707 19°0K
777921 212 77N TINPNY AT 1% Y12pR 2000 00121 AWK Y2

Y(m:X 7N Tmbn M) A9 onY 12 neam R

The highest ideal. Rambam then codifies the following:
TN TN T a7PW ROIW 1210 MK 902 MEn T PR
YT RN TMAYNAW 1210 MEAT 92 TAID O TINPN RDR

U The text of Rambam and Shulpan Arukh quoted herein is from Bar Ilan’s
Judaic Library CD, Version 8.0. Other Hebrew text, when available on
the CD, is usually from the same source as well.
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There seems to be a contradiction within the above rulings.
On the one hand, Rambam writes X2 220X "V MWL Mx¥n? WO oK
17NN P°09° — which indicates that Talwud Torab is the greater mizvah.
On the other hand, he writes TWyn *7% X2 TMINAY — that studying
Torah leads one to perform a mizvah. This implies that Talmnd Torab is
only a means to achieve a higher goal of the my¥»i1 mwyn.” To explain
this apparent contradiction, we have to review what Rambam writes in
other places. The above halakhah of Rambam appears to be based on

the following Mishnah and Gemara:
(X:X 7IRD) .09 7210 770 TIOM

JWYR TR RN TINYNAW T3 TRbn nRY 2910 1
(2 My n a7 TYITPR)

Rambam, in his Guide to the Perplexed,’ writes that the purpose

of the Torah (i.e., the mizvol) is to perfect a person’s body and soul:

PN WOl PN oM oM1aT W aMna 99D non
N3 PN..MN2IT MDPWAT 1NN MWIPD WO PPN...IN
D212 "9 MWK 9D U2 MIPM A1TAN DA X

(12:3)

2 In addressing similar statements in the Gemara (2 TV 1 77 TNTPR)
Rashi writes: 17°2 QP10 WR¥N1 that when one learns Torah he will then
also do the migwab he is learning about, in which case he will have
achieved both the migvah of Talmnd Torah and the mizvah he
subsequently performs. We will show, however, that Rawbam

understands this differently.
3 The Hebrew translation is from:

717 7"7722 A0 ,0°019 T T°-22N3 7D BV 1O X2 NPI2YR 23PN O°01217 771
J"5wn 205w PP 200 70 L TORP
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In his introduction to the Commentary to the Mishnah (pp. 22 —
23), Rambam writes:*

M7 %92 7972 WOR RIT 12 WK 91 737 1 n9va noonaw
,TWVAT VI OWIRT AN RITY N7 111 WK LMW
WORW 71 72 NAWMY 222 DY NPNART DA 'YTR'a 01X
SR VAL 2271V NORT NIRRT Twva'l ,owne oTRb
TDW 191,907 2P 12 WO T ROR DA IR XYY 072 vpwe
WOMon RIR R ,TO00 RIIW PIRT OV DY IIRW M)...017A0
DR WOon o3 LR Tutna T2 Whnaw 2°nan 01
T2 NRY QNTAYY L3N 922 MR R¥AN 197 L5ownan
WYR 7Y X120 TIAPN2 00 L,AwWYnR aTp TINeNa L, amwyb
N°2 TPNaw 7"V AR 3N, 7NN 0700 KOan wYHan PRI

STV T

Ramban’s halakhah can now be understood as follows: Each
commandment that a person performs helps perfect one aspect of
that individual. Ta/mud Torah, however, is unique in that it is the only
migvah that perfects man’s intellect while also being a prerequisite for
all other mizgvot, whose purpose is to perfect one’s character. While no
other migvah helps in the performance of Talwmud Torah, nor provides
the goals of Talpud Torah (7313 TPW RTW 1215 NNYAT 32 M¥N 72 PR
AN TN, Talmnd Torab is the complement (T313) of all other mizvot
(1212 MXNA 23 T30 7N TWON). Talnud Torab is thus our highest ideal.

To study and teach. In Sefer ha-Mizvot, Rambam writes, based on the
Stfrei (OR T12% 7"T 72 RpOYD 0M17), that the term Talmud Torah
implies an obligation to both learn and teach and that the obligation
to teach applies not only to one’s own sons but to others as well:

X177 71 777971 7700 DRI TIN07 IRY RO R Nnm
WY 72127 anuwY (W) 1NR RIM 77N 7PN RIPIw

4 Seec also Rambanr’'s Commentary to the Mishnah (Peah 1:1):
192 XY QTRD MIATPHT MEA2 POIT 2D ANWKRI T2190 MPpRN NN 9
MIpPNa NPNT MEP2 PoM 777 A7V NAWM 290N MEET 10 0P
NRT NPANWIY...ARIYT IR 727137 29 737K N30 77 2V 77 278 212 %0
12 77 99 DR QTRT VT TN TINON2 9D 2710 721D DpW 7N TGN R¥AN
YR TR R0an TARNAY AnTRaa 1IR0Aw
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An obligation to teach implies that the one who is teaching
understands clearly what he is conveying.

Careful analysis. Rambam, based on Bavli Kiddushin 30a, writes that
the Torah that one is required to study can be divided into three
categories: the Written Law, the Oral Law, and the analysis of the
Law:

YOHYY L2002 7702 WOHW NTRY AT DR whwS 20m
MWK D27 DR 2OWN P20 WL LD Svaw 77In2
NI MR PR D277 72T ARTY 2T 72T RN
ROXP RO MITAT Y ORI IR YW TV 172 DwTa
TIVY ,VVAWS SO 7AW 0°7277 172 XX NI 0K

(R:X 7790 TIMPN NIDDI) LRAX RIPAT R T

Rambam then clarifies the relative amount of time that is to be
spent on each type of learning:

5970w AR 27X W ITMPN NPAN2 20k 00027 an2
7onN PI0YY K21 2002w 7710 TINP7 KD TR KT R Anon2
M27 2N 77N DI 2NYA XYY D HYaw M2
P10 93 7719°1 770 °17 57277 D27 7w XYW V7D TInNwn
TIM7N MO2T) ANYT 2w 1272 wOw 2mA 5% 7272 X°

(2:x M0N0
The Shulpan Arukh writes similarly:

VIR 11707 ,2N002W 77IN2 WL TRt whwh 0IR 200
770 WD ,ID HYAWw 77N 10T ,TIwNa WY 00wy
DOOAR 299w PROW 117,702 wILW ;AT D902 an0aw
1177 12772 127 A177 L7127 7NN 127 RO INWRIA 12T
ME¥ng WPY IR YW Y 072 W7 SO MTHa
DR TP 02T ,aT2 RETOT NI ORI KXY IR
Q12 MYW '3 MR PO MIAINR 2¥2 1777, 7800 Oy
,71D DYaw 770 321 ,2002w 77102 292 '3 RMP L7702 ')
171°7 NPOMN2 ,00NR 22127 12 2027 IR 027 120 A
TN TIN07 TR R ORDY N2 TRwD 9aRk .aTR v
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QNYa XIP° L9 YYaw 72 AN Povh XYY anoaw
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According to both Rambam and Shulhan Arukh, it becomes
obvious that the ultimate type of learning, and indeed the type of
learning to which an adult should devote the vast majority of his
efforts, is the careful study and analysis of Torah She-be‘al Peb.

An end in itself — WY 770 TN9N. The Beit ha-1evi writes:

TMPY 22 IRW 17 12 AT IRY 78R PR 00727
92 9V 0572 RIPR N7 7107 MI¥AT 772177 201 R 9aR
N2 X 72 AT RY I8N 077 2°WI2 DaR...MEnT
MIXM 272 PR 772 MATIY MXNA 23T XTI ROR...270 37122
¥ TIO9T 21T QOWIRAT DOWIRA N7 WD 990 77N Tnebn
A PRY N18N2 23 ¥ 0»pn 79w 199900 NI o)
TR 2°WI12 2R 770 7207 V" 2wn T2 2nn n'"h 12

(Y 12°0 R PO 2190 N02) Lnaxy 73R 990 MIXn 0w 2TIn7a

The Bezt ha-Levi seems to be saying that there are two types of
Torah study that are mandatory. One type of Torah study is the
learning that is required as a prerequisite to performing the
commandments. Presumably this obligation is based on the following
verse:

QPN DR DRIW YAw 29K 1AK% DRI DI OR Own RPN
ONR ON7AP1 217 02°IIN2 27 IR WR DLOWAT DRI
(R:71 0°27) .onWY? DnIw?

A woman, too, is obligated to learn Torah so that she can
properly fulfill her commandments. This learning, however, is simply
a means to an end and it is not the Talwud Torah. Theoretically, once
a woman knows how to perform her commandments, she is no
longer obligated to study Torah.
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The second type of learning identified by the Beit ha-Levi is
that which is done for the sake of learning. This type of study is
mandatory only for men’ and is based on the verse:

7772 7N5%2 TN°22 JNaw2 02 D272 02°12 DX ONX aNTRY)
(02:%° 2°127) .TAIPY 20w

From the above analysis of the Bezt ha-Levi, we can conclude
that any Torah that is learned for its own sake — whether or not such
study relates to a commandment that is applicable to the person
learning it — is defined as Ta/mud Torah.

Studying the entire Zorah. Is there a requirement to study the
entire Torah including the Written and Oral Law? Rambam cleatly
expects one to learn all of the Written and Oral Law early on in his
learning process, but he does not seem to formalize this obligation.
Nor does he define which texts comprise the Written and Oral Law.
Shulhan Arukh ha-Rav, however, states cleatly (Hilkhot Talmnd Torah
2:10) that there is an obligation to study the entire Torah® based on
the verse:

5 Rambam in »:X 770 720 M7 writes similatly that women are not
obligated to study Torah:
51,7081 ROW 2191 WK N9WD PR DaAR oW 9 w0 gIn 7w awR
MIND XX WYY 71XAT 10w 1OV PR IMWY? POV AN¥A IRY 127 IwIws
W °1972 L3770 N2 DR DR TR0 XOW 2001 X DWW 39 wOw 0"YRY 10
5% K27 PI277 770 0727 NIRCXIN 17 ROR TADNAY NINon anyT PR Wi
227 7772 ,N1790 3712 129K 77N N2 DX 72910 90 200 1R L, INVT DY
R 7727 ORI 72N MR TR RY 2022w 770 DR 79 HYaw 7702 2R
Nahril sl talriam
Nevertheless, in 3*:7 7307 >0 M7 Rambam writes:
TWYR 9173 927 DONOM 1MR TW 2270 MK IRP TOR 027 19K 027w 9"YR)
ANYT AV AW LI 1T PPIRT 2MOYR X2 MIART NI TR AT 7200
79 71T QW WY 7"Apn YIwnaw 391701 72108 2nw 7YY L9100 QTR YW
SY21 277 2% HYa JwRY WOR D173 J0P 937 avTw WO ,RAT 2w o0 Imb
xp 2k
6 Shulhan Arukh ha-Rav in 3:1 defines 5"y2aw 770 as:
TPRITRT JORINA MXD A™ANT D2 YD W 78R T2 ava moban 9
.0790 P1TPMN
In 1:4 he also provides a similar definition. However, in 2:10 he writes:
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TIZA DI WK DRI TIXNT 9D DR MONWA MW ok D
P2791 19977 992 noYY 02°79R 1 DR 2RY Inwyh 0onR
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Shuthan Arukh ha-Ray devotes six paragraphs (1:4, 1:5, 1:6, 2:1,
2:5, and 2:10) to stress that one is required to study the entire Written
and Oral Torah. His most direct statement of this requirement is as
follows:

7707 90 TP XYY aR 2 5V a7 TN hw v'n
1 MR 99 R a7vnaY nMwnd 0910 "yawy anoaw
(X:2 7790 79N N9)

In 2:10, the Shuthan Arukh ha-Rav qualifies this obligation and
writes that this requirement to complete the entire Torah is a once-in-
a-lifetime obligation.

R. Moshe Feinstein, in 1961 (°p 12°0 2 P21 7" 7wn MAR), in a
response to an invitation from R. Simcha Elberg to participate in a
Daf Yomi siyum, writes emphatically about the merits of Daf Yomi:

RPOW 2" NRAT XA NV 77 MY DXy 7272 73
W% MIXN OXY 729 XIT N7 P R O9WA 22pnn DNr
, 010 92 NAR RN2ON P AR 7AW a7 902 2vpnaw 37N
72% 5 .9"Vaw anoaw gNg 9 MW XD w0 0d
R PR AR 1TRHW T a7 PYITRA RDR ORI NVRwn
MXN QPPY....2°0W QW WOION MTARY N1D97 712N JI1wn
T IWn2 17 AW N AT TR W ana 9o b

IR 17X IV RIT 1991 0w Do 0w

R. Moshe Feinstein’s response goes through elaborate
reasoning to explain why one is obligated to study the entire Torah.
He then reinforces his argument by adding:

WA 921 MIND0IN 1901 RO KRNI MW 2922 Tbna 92
127 122 91701 WA 7307w 7D HYaw 57N RO 07027 POW 2ORTINKI 2RINAD
7707 70 A7 9120w 70 1913 HY "awn WY 32 RY1I MINPI0DY RAIMIN

L3 MIENT 93 IR PMAYN MW MED 2°°P% 112 TR OO 7713 11D Hvaw
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77PN% X2 KOW 19IN2 AR AMOWI DXV PYW M7 TPIX 10
7 K2 ORY LTADW AN 9 MY 2707 2w IRDI RDK
1097 ,729W NR MW WY 7070 0" N0 TR men 9o
7N 92 TR QTR 92 DY 21 IR WO mD Priomn

JRD2 2 WY TRAOWD 1991 1912

To paraphrase, the Gemara speaks in many places of the
warning not to forget anything that one has ever learned. R. Moshe
reasons that had there not been an implied obligation to learn
everything, then the Gemara could not have stated that one who
forgets something is in violation of 2 commandment.’

Studying Gemara exclusively. We previously quoted Ramzbam (1:12)
and Shulhpan Arukh (246:4), and both state that a person has an
obligation to study the Written Law, study the Oral Law, and analyze
the Torah. They also both state that once one has mastered the
Written and Oral Law, he should concentrate on analysis of the
Torah. Does an exclusive focus on Gemara tulfill this requirement?
The SM”G and the Arukh ha-Shulhan (246:14) quote Rabbeinu Tam
(Tosefot Sanbhedrin 24) that indeed it does:

(77792 A" R TINY 72) PPITII0 NOON 2PY° 12T WD)

77792 2922 RAP1 7Y 199NRTD 22127 PHOn KW TINnw

WY 2"M0) .7IMPN2 A%2 mwna 77192 XIpna 7192 Doa
8
@

7 Implicit in this reasoning is the question: Why should one make an
effort to learn every last part of the Torah? The more one learns, the
more he is setting himself up to forget. Let him not learn and then he
will never forget! The Shulhpan Arukh ha-Rav asks this explicitly (2:5) and
answers:

XX W12 21N 12X 7222 21027 17V 797 K7 AT 12T T2 X2 19K NaK1 0D
Unn Ywa1a 2°°nnn 9°0

8 Although Tosefor in Sanbedrin 24a states clearly that one fulfills the
various types of required learning by studying Gemara exclusively,
nevertheless, Tosefor continues:

527 PO 1APR TR TIWNR2 DO TR0 NWID O 952 2PRP IR 10 9"VR
121 M7 TIWY WHWA IR IRV
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The RM"’A, too, suggests this:

QTR RN TN RIPR2 7192 RIOW 0922 TRnaw k™
(7:37 R"17) 907 2°awa N2 T RYY

Not understanding. Can one fulfill the mwigvah of Talmud Torah if he
merely hears or mouths the words but does not understand them?
The Shulpan Arnkh ha-Rav (Hilkhot Talmud Torah 2:12) says that it
depends on what he is learning. If, for example, an am ha-arez, an
ignoramus, reads from the Torah and does not comprehend its
meaning, he may nevertheless recite the blessing over the Torah and
he fulfills 2 minimal obligation of Taluud Torah.” The Shulhan Arukh
ha-Ray (Hilkhot Talmnd Torah 2:13) qualifies this, however, and says
that this applies only to the written Torah.”” As to the Oral Torah, if
one does not understand what he is saying, he does not fulfill the
obligation of Ta/mud Torah. He expresses this as follows:

WD 12 1K OR 9"YaW 7702 PaR 2n02w N2 K72
(3:2 770 7PN M%) 590 Tk awna KR

The Shulhan Arukh ha-Rav footnotes the Magen Avraban:

Q1N NWO 201020 PIW an3ATa X7 P11 - o o2 Tinth
R "ORT PATY TINDD D°2°IX DO1AN PRY VWO DaR
"R Panw WL HHONIS 20N 177502 ARY TIN°0 2w
7"2P7 PN IR R ARY L W opn 2on X'"p 0o

9 In2 P79 MO KOW APOR 770 we find the following:
RIIP1 WP RYT ROR 73w K21 KPR KD QTR 2w 17°2 PR OX 19°OK 172K IRON
AT°2 770 70w °377 127K L, ¥3AN J017 MR (25:17 NPWRI2) P09 arn 9
10 The Gemara in Succah 42a states as follows:
0°927) X117 27 R X277 N2 TN YA IR 77N 177 102X 1270 VI
.APYS NPT AW AW 12 MX TN (70
In a conversation with R. Yehezkiel Weinfeld, the Rosh ha-Yeshivah of
Yeshivah Lev Avraham, he pointed out that the Gemara does not say
that when the child understands, his father teaches him Torah, but,
rather, when the child knows how to speak (7277), his father teaches
him Torah (70 17M17). This implies that simply reciting the Written
Law, even without understanding it, is considered Talnud Torah.
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RIPI IR 727 1R JIWNT NI AR AR PR NI VY
(2 2"0 1 1°0 DANAR 1N) WD TINDD 097X 197 TR

It is therefore clear that when dealing with Torah She-be‘al Peb,
one does not fulfill the commandment of Talmud Torah if he does not
understand what he is reading."'

Superficial understanding and not reviewing. Assume one learns
at a pace which allows him to understand what he is learning (at least
superficially), but since he does not go back to study the material, he
forgets it almost immediately. Is this the ideal type of Talwmud Torah?
In the Mishnah and in Talmud Bavli we find the following statements:

927 AW DI MR PRA 927 DWW ORI 0272 ORNOIT AN
Tmxaw woia 271N 19°%3 2057 YRV YR INWRD TAR
NR 1OWN 1D TR W1 M 77 mwn pa (7 0°127)

(M3 MAR) . 7°1°Y W WK 21277

JRP2 2 1PNn TR D27 mownn D wtph v ek
NR 7OWN 19 TR W1 MAWY 72 Wawa (7 2°127) nRIw
(2 Ty vx MMn) .0°127a

- PRV NN PR TN TR0 22 MR AR 12 YR 020
721271 99 IR YWY 027 LX) IR YW OIRY T
VX PITAI0) NP NTRVW AWRD M7 - Anown) AN

(X 7Y 710

W The Sefer Hasidim writes that one who makes a concerted effort to
understand Torah and is unsuccessful in comprehending it will
eventually achieve such understanding and comprehension in the
“heavenly study-hall.”

2% W% 3 ANy 2% 9 PRY D"YR DOTIN? 29WH T2 YT 40 07X o)
(7owWnn 0°7°01 790) .YPIT RN2NH2

See also R TMY 1 A7 7377 AT
CVARP RN YT RDT A"YRY mOWNRT A"YRY U1K 007 OWH K27 N

12 The Tiferet Yisrael on the Mishnah explains:

ATN97 127 MWW 12 NHIOR ROW INYT 797 MM 2XyNm RIW
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,1°12% MP3 073 17207 02T MW 93 STYOR 220 [nR]
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According to the Shulhan Arukh ha-Rav, Hilkhot Talnud Torah
2:3-9, these sources in Talmud Bavli are a clear indication that there is
an obligation to study, analyze, and review the Torah until it sinks in
and it is remembered.” In a rather lengthy discussion of this topic, he
includes the following statement:

MR 1T DY I ROW DA INIWHA TR 27 W 9N
S IN?2 T2 O3 WO 2mNn PRI 2IN27 POV 9vn
DR OWN 1D TIRD TWOI MAWY T2 MW P AR 77N
QNYTIN T 00 7D 72251 100 19 1Y IR WK 01270

(7:2 770 TIN%N M) A TR

Enjoying the study of Torah. The study of Torah should not be a
dry and tedious experience. On the contrary, one should learn and
master those areas which interest him. As he pursues these areas with
a passion, he will gain new insights into the Torah, and these insights
will, in turn, provide him with joy, contentment, and a sense of
accomplishment."* The Fglei Tal, in his introduction, expresses this

13 The imperative ‘not to forget what he has learned” implies an obligation
to review repeatedly what he has learned. If, however, one forgets what
he has learned due to circumstances beyond his control — this, of
course, is not held against him. R. Judah Loew ben Bezalel (Mabaral mi-
Prag) in 2° 275 3707 2°N1 writes as follows:

TNAY 2WNI PR 22pR0 JIAT 2°2wa 01RY IMNT R AphnoIw AR
TN TRYY W 120 AT TR PIR Y1 PR WRD X2 22,1107 Npnon
77N T2 WD K DN 19N NN DR AOWW IPT AR T2 2w, ny NN
AR 77 PR W 77An° awa av Xaw 73OV A0Tm2 P27 7PWw NN X022

LMIAT T2 10N 2°2W2 7707 I7oNWw OX

14 The joy that comes from a new insight while studying Torab is well
recognized by our Sages:
apy vy N NIPSERN DDA Nnhw avw apw RO 9% 017 RN 1R
NANAD ANRY PR P00 KR 92377 ¥An 1712°0 080N DWR D .aRIYR IR
D°YD 72 A7 MR ITAW WITN A1 L2970 12°0 2T MX2WR N5 . /Mphon
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poetically and explains that when one studies Torah and enjoys it, the
Torah becomes internalized and an integral part of his being:'"

T777A YV QTR 212 NEP CNYAYY 7 TIOIR IT 27 T
DOV WA TP 0D 1KY LpTIN TIRh 1Iva Down
aR M2 7AwH 2" 77N TN T PR ITIND2 AVNNY [
WL PRI AN DWW TN 17 PRY MVwo1a T a0
03 1792 27VNR 0T TR AvnmY TR DAk IR
MM PV 77 99 71277XY Q0TION NIV 13T NARIY LAY DRI
2T XY 1T AWM [ ww neaR amng M
WY1 RIT OTIN 72T TIMIW MNDY W72 PYRAl 300

NS AT

Conclusion

Based on our analysis, we have shown that reading the text of the
Mishnah or the Gemara without understanding it is not Talmud Torah.
Furthermore, a superficial understanding of Torah She-be‘al Peb that
does not sink into one’s mind is clearly not the ideal form of Talmud
Torah. We are also warned explicitly to review and remember what we
learned. The ideal type of Talmud Torah is thus to study and analyze
carefully, and gain new insights into the primary Torah sources. These
insights and understandings must then be reviewed repeatedly until
one internalizes them and they become part of one’s long-term
memory.

X177 7000 IRY 2OPTX YW 11902 RIPRT 13 Y WORY L7000 NI1DYaa
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On the other hand, if one studies Torah solely for his own benefit, then
that, too, is not the ideal. R. Judah Loew ben Bezalel (Maharal ni-Prag)
in T P79 7707 2°N3 writes as follows:
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Does Daf Yomi meet the above definition of the ideal type of
Talmnd Torah? That depends. If a person spends the proper amount
of time on each daf so that he can analyze it, understand it, and have
it sink into his memory so that he will not forget it, then obviously it
does. And even more, over a seven-and-one-half-year period, the Daf
Yomi learner will have accomplished the ideal of having completed
the entire Torah She-be‘al Peh (or at least the entire Bav/i).

However, the current method of Daf Yowi, as practiced by
many, of covering an entire daf in a single hour and then not
reviewing that daf until the next cycle, seven and a half years later, is
clearly not the ideal type of Talmud Torah. 1t is impossible for most
people to propetly analyze and understand two sides of Gewara in a
single hour. It is even less likely that the concepts contained in the daf
will sink into one’s mind and be remembered the day after tomorrow.
Keep in mind that R. Moshe Feinstein, who enthusiastically
supported Daf Yomi because it covers the entire Gemara, deduced the
obligation to study the entite Torah from the imperative, “to
remember all that one has learned.”

Perhaps those who have only an hour to study each day
should investigate other types of learning that they can enjoy'® and
which do fulfill the requirements for the ultimate form of Ta/mud
Torah. 1deally, they will find this new type of study more rewarding
and it will enable them to grow in learning. Then, perhaps, they will
be motivated to set aside even more time for Talmud Torah. R

What is your ideal form of Talmud Torah? The editors of Hakirah wonld like to
hear from yon.

16 In R 7Y ©° AT 377 372Y we are advised to study those areas of the
Torah that we enjoy:
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Rashi explains:
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