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On April 4, 1935 (1 Nisan 5695), a mere ten days after R. Solomon
Aaronsobn, the Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv, had passed away,” R. Moshe
Soloveitchik sent a letter to R. Dov Katz? putting forth the nomination of his
son R. Yosef Dov (1903 — 1993) for Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv. Vying for the
position were rabbis Moses Avigdor Amiel (1882 - 1946) and Yitzehak
Herzog (1888 — 1959), both substantially older than R. Y. D. Soloveitchik.
Although, in onr letter, R. Moshe Soloveitchik uses superlative terms to praise
his son, it is, nevertheless, more subdued than the much longer letter he would
send five and a half months later, on September 17, 1935 (19 Elul 5695), to
Jacob Joshua Bauminger, secretary of the Religions Conncil of Tel Aviv, in
which be writes that bis son “is the one and only individual capable of assuming
this bigh office.”” Ultimately, it was R. _Amiel who secured the position of
Chief Rabbi of Tel Avip.
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R. Solomon Aaronsohn died on March 25, 1935. See Palestine Post,
March 26, 1935, available online at <http://jptess.tau.ac.il>.

Author of “Tenu‘at ha-Mussar”, an encyclopedic work on the Mussar
Movement.

“Memories of a Giant: Eulogies in Memory of Rabbi Dr. Joseph B.
Soloveitchik 27 ed. Michael A. Bierman, Jerusalem and New York:
Urim Publication, 2003, p. 360. See also, “Sefer ha-Yovel Lichvod
Moreinu ha-Gaon Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik,” Jerusalem: Mossad
Harav Kook, 1984, vol. 1, p. 619.
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R. Zev Gold.

3 AR X9, “I don’t doubt that . . .”” See Tehillin 88:16 and Ibn Ezra and
Radak ad /oc. (email from Yacov Balsam).
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7 From a letter of introduction/semikhah that the Kovno Rav, R.
Avraham Dovber Kahana-Shapira (1870 - 1943) wrote on behalf of the
Rav. It was first published in Ha-Pardes, Tishrei 1932 when the Rav
came to the US, and has been reprinted several times since (email from
Prof. Lawrence Kaplan). An English translation of the text is found in
Aaron Rakeffet-Rothkoff, “The Rav: The World of Rabbi Joseph B.
Soloveitchik,” vol. 1, p. 25, and his citation on p. 68, fn. 8.
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