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The Gaon of Vilna, the Hatam Sofer, and the
Hazon Ish: Minhag and the Crisis of Modernity
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We have seen that from the 1930’s to the 1950’s at least, the position of
the Hazon Ish remained consistent and unyielding: A minbag has no

Excerpted from Benjamin Brown, The Hazon Ish: Halakbist, Believer, and 1 eader
of the Haredi Revolution, (Jerusalem: Hebrew University Magnes Press, 2011) pp.
460-469. Published here in Hakirah with the kind permission of the author and
Hebrew University Magnes Press.

* Devarim Veboraot = R. Meir Greiniman, Kuntres Devarim Vehoraot Mimaran
ZII.HH, at the end of his book Imrei Yosher, Bnei Brak 1973.
Dinim Vebanhagot = R. Meir Greiniman, Ligkut Dinin 1 ehanbagot Mimaran Ha
hazon Ish ZI.LHH, Bnei Brak 1996.
Hagon Ish = R. Avaraham Yesha yahu Karelitz, Hazon Ish [on talmudic tractates
and sections of the Shulpan ‘Arukh], Bnei Brak 1994,
Kovetz Iggrot = R. Avraham Yesha‘yahu Karelitz (R. Shmuel Greiniman, ed), Ko-
vetz Iggrot Maran Hapazon Ish ZI.LLHH (1-3), Bnei Brak 1990.
Orbot Ish = R. Shemaryahu Greiniman, Orhot Ish—Peninim Ugenazim, 15 edition,
Jerusalem 1989.
Teshuvot Ukbtavim = R. Avraham Yesha‘yahu Karelitz (R. Meir Greiniman, ed.),
Teshuvot Ukbtavim Mimaran Hahazon Ish (Orab Hayim, Zera‘im, Kodashim), Bnei
Brak 1991.
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