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R’ Noah Zvuloni, a falmid of R> Baruch-Ber in Kamenitz for seven
years, related that there was a dispute in Radom, south of Warsaw,
between the 7y, who was a member of Agudath Israel, and the shobet,
a member of Mizrachi. When R* Zvi-Hanokh Levin, powerful Rav of
Bendin and mekbutan of the Rebbe of Gur, published a Torah article
supporting the rar’s position, R> Moshe Soloveitchik published a
rebuttal in the Warsaw newspaper 01”71 (Today), tearing R’ Levin’s
thesis apart. Some incensed Polish Rabbis came out strongly against R’
Soloveitchik, then serving as spititual head of the Mizrachi rabbinical
school Tahkemoni, for mixing into a rabbinical predicament, and
threatened to excommunicate him. But R’ Baruch-Ber voided such

talk by saying, “Children of the rebbz, no one dares excommunicatell#
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Making of a Godol, p. 749, relates how some Polish rabbis were so upset
at R. Moses Soloveitchik that they threatened to put him in beren. In

response to this threat, R. Baruch Ber is quoted as saying that one

749 "y Making of a Gadol, Nosson Kamenetsky, Second Edition, 2004
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doesn’t put the son of the Rebbe in herez. The story quoted by
Kamenetsky has to do with a rabbinical dispute between a certain
Agudist rabbi and a Mizrachi shocher. We are told that R. Moses
opposed R. Zvi Hanokh Levin’s support of the rabbi. Yet why would
this occasion a herem? Others have assumed that the rabbis may have
wanted to place him in heren for accepting the position at the Warsaw
Takhkemoni, the Mizrachi school. Yet again, why would this lead to a
beren? R. Hayyim’s great student, R. Shlomo Polachek, the Meitchiter,

also taught at a Mizrachi school.!”
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A delegation of the Agudas Isroel, the ultra-Orthodox organization,
consisting of Chief Rabbi Meier Dan Plozki, Rabbi Josef Lew, Dr.
Meier Hildesheimer, Dr. Nathan Birnbaum, Chief Rabbi Spitzer,
Rabbi Israel Rapaport, Mr. Wolf Pappenheim, Rabbi Nissan Jablonski
and Mr. Kirschbraun, has recently arrived in America on some
unknown mission and was accorded a very cold reception by the New
York Jewish press. The Agudas Istoel is not only an ultra-Orthodox
organization, but is also a fighting organization®® and reminds one
very much of the medieval ecclesia militans. It is not only engaged in
tighting moderate Reform Judaism in Europe, but is also engaged in
fighting the Zionists, Mizrachists and all the Orthodox elements who

are unwilling to join the Agudas Isroel.6¢
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