
RABBI ASKS ACTION 
BY SPAIN ON JEWS 

Briton. at Jersey Meetini. 
Calls for Leial Status 

By mV!NG ~PO:GEL 
Sped_) to The N_ York Tlmu 

ASBURY PARK, N. J., Feb. 
% - The chief rabbi of the Seph­
ardlc community of Britain ap.­
pealed to Spain today to aceord 
tull legal status to Judalsm. 

Rabbl Solomon Gaon. ofnr1&l 
.pokesm&n of Sepha.rdio Jt!W1 
in Europe, noted Utat lncreulng 
numbers of Moroccan .Jews 
had been entering Spain in re­
cent yean, and he .said it was 
"essential" that they be given 
]('gal and soclal recogniUon. 
Sp&1n has about ~,OOO native 
Jews. 

Dr. Gaon spoke at the annual 
rel1gioWJ convocation of the Rab­
blnJe&l Counc1l of America.. an 
Orthodox grouP. at the Berke­
ley-Carteret Hotel. 

Tho Spanloh Government has 
lndiea.ted an Interest in Seph­
ardlo communities in vartOlU 
partl of the world recently. 
Soph&rad I. tho traditional Jew­
ish name for Spain. The Sephar­
dim are the descendants of J ewl 
of Spain and Portugal-now 
.uttered throughout the world -"'ft!ferelU:rom the A~ m e of mid-
dle th . 

lAaden Saw FranC',o 
On Jan. 20, Clen~rlt.1t:or'lmo 

Francisco Franco received the 
head, ot Jew1.m commun1Ue~ 
in Madrid and Barcelona. who 
di"('u~sed the .tatus of Jews 
In Sp&In. It Wall btUev.d to be 
the flut time th~ & Spanish 
leltder had ~u .. ed Buch a 
problem with JeinJllh leaden 
• Inee the expulsio 'of thousands 
of Jews from Spsl In 1492 by 
King Ferdinand a.nd Queen 
1Mb.U •. 

G~nera1 Fra.nco promised to 
t:onslder their r est for offt· 
c L~l recognition ot Jud8.ism. 
E-paJn's Jews noW a.re permitted 
to wOT~hlp unde a "statement 
of tolerance" ('~eted In 194.0;, 
but in unmark buUding!'i. 

The men W 0 sa w General 
FrAllCO a!'l.ked. hat the Jewish 
communities e listed In the 
.tate's Regist of AS5ocla.tlon~. 
giving them e rlnbt to own 
property as rporate identities 
and enabling them~ partiu 
In legal proc admgs. ~ 

... ~~~~G~' J~.k( 'e dd;::i 
r gm on tJ\e.. .}e\vi ommu· 
ni . ~ P could not expand 
&1'" modern. viable ~iritual 
en ," J eWI, he ~lI.ld, would be 
unable to develop .!iynagogue~, 
nliglous schools, youth centen 
and SOCial welfare agencle 

Another speaker he Rabbi 
J !!if'> loveit i 
o encaD r odoxy, called 
on Jewish reUgious leaders to 

........... ""-th. I _ 

• 

• 
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2 -The chl~ rabbi of the S~ph­
ardlc community of lVItaJn ap­
pealed to Spain today to accord 
tull legal ltatus to Judall!m. 

Rabbi Solomon Gaon, otnrlal 
~kesman of Sephardio Jew. 
in Euro~, noted that Increa~lng 
numbers of 1tfol"O('can Jewl 
had been entering Spain In re­
cent yeaT~, and he u.id it wu 
"~uentfal" thAt they bP given 
lppl and soclal recogniUon. 
Spain has about a,ooo native 
Jews. 

Dr. Gaon l!lpoke at the annual 
religious convocation of the Rab­
binical CouncU ot Amertca.. an 
Orthodox group, at the Berke­
ley·carteret Hotel. 

The SpaniJ,h Government hu 
Indicated an interest in Seph­
ardlo communities in vartoUl 
pan. of the world recently. 
Sepharad 11 lb. tredlUonal JtIW· 
15h name for Spain. The Sephar­
dim are the descendants of Jew. 
of and Portugal-now 

the world 
the 

ot mid-

LM.d~n lllaw Fran<'o 
On Jan. 20. Generallqtml') 

J"ranclsco Franco received the 
heads ot Jewl."h communities 
In lfadnd and Barcelona. who 
dl~u~lIed the ltalus ot Jewl 
In Spain. It was btlleved to be 
tho first time tlu\t & Span1lh 
leo!ltier had d1scu$ed auch a 
problem with JeW1!1th leaden 
since the exputslon;of thousands 
of JtlWl from Spa! In 1492 by 
KlIIg Ferdlna.nd and Queen 
Isabella. 

Genp.ra} Franco promt!lted to 
Cf.lnlllider their r elllt for offi­
ci"l recognition ot Juda.1lIIm. 
Spatn' .. Jews nOW are permitted 
tn wor~hlp unde II. "statement 
ot tolerance" (" cLed in lO4.ts, 
but in unmark buUdinglil. 

The men w 0 saw GenerPLl 
Franco alllked t the Jewish 
communiliE"S e listed in the 
c;ta.te'. Reglst of Associallonlll. 
giVing them e rI~bt to 0'0'71 
proJ>C'rty as rpora.te Identities 
and enabling th('m~ parUes 
in legal proc edings. ~ 
Ra~. G, n~l( ddre,.. aai ~)O .• ental r.. gn I'ln t&e ewi mmu-

nl . pa. could not e..~pa.nd 
a'll III modern. "iable lIIplritua.1 
en :' Jew •. he Mid, would be 
unable to develop :5ynagogue~ 
reUgiolU schools. youth centen 
and SOCial welfare agencie 

AnothE"r ~aker he Rabbi 
J Sf" lnveit i 
o merican r odoxy, called 
on Jewish reUgious leaders to 
.tress the unity betwefn rellgt­
OU!II t1tullol and moral behavior. 

The rabbi, head of the Rab­
birucal Counc.il s HlllaChl. (r~ 
l1gtOU5 law) Col1Ul\i.!sion, de­
plored the tendency to contme 
religion to the "cuttle ceremon­
tal n!eo" 

The rabbinic body presented A 
plaque to \\'U11am Mapel, execu­
tive vice president of th~ Amer­
Jr.n SOCiety for the Prevention 
of Cruelty Lo Animals. for the 
J"raup', efforts on behalf of 
animal wel(ate A'll well A. the 
&OCtet)"'1 recognition ()f th! 
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