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Shemoneb Esreb in Eretz Yisrael

ca. 220-250 CE

By: Heshey Zelcer

Introduction

The discovery of the Cairo Genizah over one hundred years ago has
sparked much research of ancient Jewish texts, including Jewish lit-
urgy and, as concerns us here, the Shemoneh Esreb. In the excite-
ment over this great cache of texts, however, many scholars have
focused almost exclusively on the Genizah and overlooked Talmud
Yerushalmi as a source for the most ancient version of Shemoneb Esreb.
Our focus is to reconstruct the intermediate blessings of
Shemoneb Esreb (i.e., blessings 4-15), based primarily on passages
from Yerushalmi and secondarily on manuscripts of Shemoneh Esreb
found in the Genizah. We propose that our reconstructed text of
Shemoneh Esreb was recited in Eretz Yisrael ca. 220-250 CE, a mere
one hundred and forty years after Shimon ha-Pakuli prepared (or
organized) it in front of R. Gamliel IT of Yavneh ca. 80-110 CE.

Shemoneb Esreb: When was it created and by whom?

Both Yerushalmi and Bavli tell us about the creation of Shemoneh
Esreb. In Yerushalmi Berakhot 2:4, 4d! we find:

DX PRI 2OORM1 oD DU1MW oY DOIpT oYY AN T AN
3 nXTA 9N

Yerushalmi references are to chapter (perek) and ruling (i.e., 2:4), and by
page and column number of the Editio Princeps (i.e., 4d).

> Who were these eighty-something prophets?> Ramban, quoting
Yerushalmi in his commentary on Torah (Devarim 4:2), writes n2217
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In Bavli Berakhot 28b we find:
471222 77077 HY HRO9MA 127 2199 11372 1™ T07 Pea Pnw 1'n
In Bavli Megillah 17b we have:

97077 HY PROONA 127 2199 M2 FIWY 1MW PT00 NP0 VAR RAINT
773 021 QIPT QWY IRA RIN RNPINNA 72 KT 1301 927 9K L7127
3 9707 HY NI972 7OWY ANNY 1PN DR

In Bavli Megillah 18a, as a follow-up to the above, it states:

TYNY 77077 2Y 795N PN O°R°21 71D 0N DAIPT DOIWI ARNT NRA 0
® 217701 M @I 270707 "R P

We thus have two accounts of the establishment of the

Shemoneh Esreb: by one hundred and twenty Elders” and during the
reign of Rabban Gamliel IT of Yavneh (ca. 80-110 CE).?

O°N*21 7115 01 O°IpT Awnm 21w, eighty-five Elders and some among them
prophets. This is closer to the Bavli version, see below. See also Ginzberg
(1941a, 327-328) for an elaborate discussion of this phrase.

“R. Yirmeyah said: One hundred and twenty Elders, and among them
eighty something prophets, established this tefillab (i.e., Shemoneh Esreb).”
“The Rabbis taught: Shimon ha-Pakuli recited eighteen blessings in their
order before Rabban Gamliel in Yavneh.”

“For we learned: Shimon ha-Pakuli recited the eighteen blessings in their
order before Rabban Gamliel in Yavneh. R. Yohanan said, others said we
learned it in a baraita: one hundred and twenty elders and some among
them prophets established the eighteen blessings in their sequence.”
“Now, if the one hundred and twenty Elders and some among them
prophets established this tefillah in sequence, what did Shimon ha-Pakuli
establish? They were forgotten and he reestablished them.”

Although Rambam (Hikhor Tefillah 4:1) assumes that Ezra and his beit din
established Shemoneh Esreh he is not specifically mentioned in the above
baraitot. Rashi (Bavli Berakbot 34a) indicates a similar time-frame—when
the Jews returned to Eretz Yisrael at the beginning of the Second Com-
monwealth, 2°PI7 1M 79137 12 129w :APnNa.

The different roles of the one hundred and twenty Elders and Rabban
Gamliel in the creation of Shemoneh Esreb have been dealt with extensive-
ly. For a recent analysis see Fleisher (2003a, 101-145, 157-201) and
Mirsky (2003, 63-74). Mirsky notes ibid. pp. 68-70 that the inspiration
for many blessings of Shemoneb Esreb is from Psalms 103 and 119:153-154.
He understands the role of Shimon ha-Pakuli as establishing the sequence
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Background: Cairo Genizah

The discovery of the Cairo Genizah ca. 1896 and the subsequent
transfer of these documents by Solomon Schechter to Cambridge
and other universities” have spurred many scholars to study, among
other things, the evolution of our prayers, including the Shemoneh
Esreh. Just a few years ago many of these documents have become
available on the Internet,'® encouraging even greater interest and
research.

Part of the research into the Shemoneh Esreb has been geared
toward establishing criteria to distinguish Babylonian and Palestini-
an sources, and tracing the evolution of Shemoneh Esreb in different
geographic areas. There have also been attempts to determine the
earliest versions of Shemoneh Esreh,'' although scholars today be-
lieve it is not possible to do so."

Shemoneb Esreb Nushaot in Various Communities in
Different Eras

We are all familiar with at least two versions of Shemoneh Esreb:
Nusah Sefarad (Spain), and Nusah Ashkenaz (Germany). There are
countless other versions of Shemoneb Esreb, including: Nusah Edot

of the blessings, an order that does not follow how they appear in Psalms
103 and 119. For additional perspectives on the respective roles of the El-
ders and Shimon ha-Pakuli see R. David Cohen (2012, ch. 3, pp. 12-15).
There are a total of more than 290,000 fragments of which approximately
200,000 are at Cambridge, 30,000 at JTS, and 25,000 at Oxford. The bal-
ance are spread out over another approximately 30 locations. See Glick-
man (2012) p. 211 for more details.

The Friedberg Genizah Project at www.genizah.org. I thank Dov Fried-
berg, without whom this research would have been impossible.

" See for example Finkelstein (1925, 130-170, esp. 142-170).

See for example Fleisher (2003b, 164) “We have no way to reconstruct the
Urtext of the Amidah as it was established by Shimon ha-Pakuli and his
assistants.” See also Fleisher (2003b, 143). See also Luger (2001, 15) “They
are all united in their belief that we do not have the original version of
tefillah nor do we have the ability to uncover it.” Luger examined sixty-
nine Genizah fragments, and for each blessing of the Shemoneb Esreb he
establishes at least one so-called Palestinian version and one so-called Bab-
ylonian version. He does not elaborate on our Yerushalmi sources.
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ha-Mizrah (from certain Arab countries), Aram Tzovah (Aleppo),
and Ari (Hasidut/Kabbalistic). We also have some important siddu-
rim that serve as markers for any research, including the siddurim
of: Rav Saadia Gaon, Rav Amram Gaon, Rambam, and Mabzor
Vitri. Not only is the Shemoneb Esreb in each siddur different from
the others, but Rav Saadia Gaon’s Shemoneh Esreb is a lot shorter.
The evolution of the Shemoneh Esreb parallels the dispersion of
the Jews. Different geographic areas often had slightly different ver-
sions, as did different communities within the same geographic area.”

References to the Shemoneb Esreb in Talmud Yerushalmi

Yerushalmi Berakhot 2:4, 4d contains the following statement (re-
ferred to hereinafter as “Shemoneh Esreh Text One”):**

97077 9y PRI 799007 DR CPRnawa AR LM 12 YwT ' owa KX
,017 PW 172w MINIART M2 WO MWK M2 wWow AP
,N1°725W 197X NPYRART
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For an overview of the different nushaot of Shemoneb Esreh and a chart
showing its evolution see (Schiffman 2010). For an overview and a chart
with a more Hasidic orientation see 12 PriX® M9 an2Ww NRD TXPR RNPET RNAWI
~°xn 1. PDF available at http://www.hebrewbooks.org/ 50673.

Our Yerushalmi text follows MS Leiden. The Yerushalmi versions we used
are as follows: For MS Leiden, (Sussman 2001). For Editio Princeps (i.e.,
Venice, 1522-23), MS Vatican, MS Paris, MS London, Ed. Amsterdam,
and Ed. Konstantinopel we used (Schifer 1991). For Yerushalmi fragments
we used (Ginzberg 1909).

5 Other mss have Ppnaw .

The text in most manuscripts reads vowna 1wpTe. This, however, causes an
imbalance in the text. Unlike the other pairs of phrases which all have the
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same number of words in each phrase, the first phrase associated with this
blessing has two words (vdwnma 1p7%) and the second phrase has one
(unp7x¥). Louis Ginzberg, ibid. p. 324, argues that vown1 is an error. He
also notes that the Vatican manuscript and the Yerushalmi Genizah frag-
ments (Ginzberg 1909) do not contain vawn1.
MS Vatican has 1un%sn ynw. The text of MS Vatican is very corrupt; there
is hardly a line without an error. For example, immediately preceding the
text we just quoted it reads Jn> 712 instead of 2 m12. It is safe to assume
that the one who copied this manuscript did not even have a basic
knowledge of Hebrew. On the other hand, this is also the strength of this
MS. Since the copyist had no knowledge of Hebrew and definitely none
of Yerushalmi, we cannot accuse him of “correcting” any unusual text.
The “father” of MS Vatican is significantly different from the Leiden
manuscript that was used to print the Editio Princeps. Therefore, when
the Leiden MS contains a difficult phrase, there is often a different and
perhaps better version in MS Vatican.
Although 1202 w3 wnny ¥nwy nna M2 clearly refer to the next three
blessings of Shemoneh Esreb following 1p7x, they seem to be not part of
the original statement of R. Yehoshua b. Levi, but rather an introductory
phrase for the question that the stammaic editor of Yerushalmsi is about to
ask ...;07% Y.
For a discussion of the phrase 877 137% "2 see Moscovitz (2009, 332-335).
Out translation here follows MS Vatican, MS Paris, MS London, and
Ginzberg (1909), all of which have the order as 1¥1 ,3n°2 712,300y yaw
19172, (MS Vatican has un7°sn yaw.)
Translations of Yerushalmi are the author’s. Translations from Tanakh
are from JPS Hebrew-English Tanakh (Philadelphia: JPS, 1999). “R. Aha
[said] in the name of R. Yehoshua b. Levi, The one who established this
Tefillab (i.e., the Shemoneh Esreb) also established it in [a specific] se-
quence. The first three blessings and the last three blessings are praises of
God, and the middle ones [are] the needs of people.

Grant us knowledge; You have granted us knowledge.

Accept our repentance; You have accepted our repentance.

Forgive us; You have forgiven us.

Redeem us; You have redeemed us.

Heal our sicknesses; You have healed our sicknesses.

Bless our years; You have blessed our years.

Gather us; You have gathered us.
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We will now show that the bolded phrases (the “Bolded

Phrases”) in Shemoneh Esreh Text One are the supplication parts® of
ten intermediate blessings of the Shemoneb Esrebh recited in Eretz
Yisrael ca. 220-250 CE.”

There are two ways the commentators understand the indented

phrases above. One approach is that it is a sequential list of asking

22

23

Judge us with righteousness; You have judged us with righteousness.
Humble those who rise against us; You have humbled those who
rose against us.

Validate our righteousness; You have validated our righteousness.
Build your home; and hear our prayers; and find favor for us within it.
Should it not have said, “Hear our prayers; build your home; and find fa-
vor for us within it?” The way the verse speaks so too does our teaching:
(Isaiah 56) I will bring them to My sacred mount, And let them rejoice in My
house of prayer.”

We are implying not that this was the only version of Shemoneh Esreb
that was recited at that time but rather that it was a version. Heinemann
(1966, 34-36) argues convincingly that even during its formative years,
different version were recited—some very short and others very long.
One of the sources he brings to support this is the following:

1179 PR °27 PTRN 12 1IRR 1PMDT22 TP TYOOR M 0197 2w TR TRbna awyn
X2 0777 MR AT R TIEP 20 RPN PHY 20K 1PHY POYVOR M 1M1 pw
2YW IR TN AWYR W (>:2° 127m2) 77 RI XD RI PR w0 awnn A0 o7 axp
1°N1D722 PARAW 7T N°R7 "7 720 17 1R 1PND722 TN M TYHR M v19h
W Awan N T TIRT R 09 MK LT KT 19IRA 0O0 Tabn vhY 0MmIk v
YW WM IEPY W W MR AW L,(M2: 2°127) "N a1 DYIR IR 70107 9010K)
(R Px” 7"7 R WD 77W1A YONT 'on — NW3A HRAW 2277 XNP°In) LR,

For a slightly different version of this story see Berakhor 34a.

Finkelstein (1925, 11-13) argues that the Supplication Part of many of the
intermediate blessings contained only seven words.

R. David Cohen (2012, ch. 3, 15) writes WX 3pnw M50 WRWWw » w7
210 191 ,0772K 337 "R 113,722 M2I27T DR 1203w 1907 ,NINER MVWD 1% 430
TN PYN OTly DY DOMWn MW 0°2100 19°0717 D RAMRT 1272 12 "INR.

See also fn. 42 below for additional sources.

Ginzberg (1941a, 201-202) notes that 2n21wn 7¥7 was the beginning of the
blessing during the time Yerushalmi was compiled. On p. 322 he notes
that this is true for some of the other phrases as well. On p. 324 he says
that sometimes it is true for the Supplication Part of the blessing and other
times for the Acknowledgment Part.

R. David Cohen (2012, ch. 3, pp. 90-91) indicates that both 7v>7 11 and
1NN 7% are sources for their respective blessings.
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something of God, and then after acknowledging that the request
was granted asking Him to fulfill our next request. We thus ask
God for knowledge and after acknowledging that He indeed gave us
knowledge we move on to ask Him to accept our repentance, etc.”*

The second approach (the one we follow in our translation) is
that each of the indented lines is a request from God for the future
and an acknowledgment that He helped us in the past. We thus ask
God to grant us knowledge, and we thank Him for having granted
us knowledge in the past. We ask Him to accept our repentance,
and we thank Him for having accepted our repentance in the past, etc.””

Regardless of how we understand the above pairs of phrases, we
notice that in each pair the second phrase is a duplicate of the first,
except that it shifts from an imperative (a supplication) to an ac-
knowledgment.” We also notice that each phrase is not merely a
word or two, but rather expresses a full thought.

We then need to ask whether these phrases paraphrase part of
the intermediate blessings of Shemoneh Esreb or if they are part of
its actual text. To answer this question we examine the text follow-
ing the pericope (s#gya) quoted above (referred to hereinafter as
“Shemoneh Esreb Text Two”):

DR PPN DR TN DAY OO ORI DWW ARk n 'R
(02 ¥ PYY?) oW DY NYTS N WITRO 2RI N0? IR A1) LRI 02°0N00
YT AP M VN W (QW) 7°702 'ND R Ry WITR DR OWOTRM
122971 7Y A YW P 7237 DAY AT 2V 27 1w (V1Y) 72wn’
D IPTPR ORI WA M DR 2w (D YRe) Lameoh Jawn Lo P
239 XDIT7) Ay 937 a3 2°°an) LAY arho.mbo? a2
N 0197 RAR M 'MR LONTR DI RO AR L0010 NAWH PRI (3°R1PNN
" .YAwa KPR PORA DRI PRY 7297 DOYaw 7572 ' DR 1PN
W PR MAw DR Y 2w MYyRn 1w (1P 2°9°0N0) XAX ' ow2 M
RIX 72 XP7 " MR .Y ROX PORA W PRY TYOTIAY R0 NOYaw

I pYRoNRn URY MRPT 2707 DY 110 190 INWN TX0 YT 1IN0 aveT an
2°595N1 1R PNAWN DX 71931 1NN A% PHYONN UK VT AN 7N a7
107 737 MR T 2°OMW N1 1PN 70T DY MYVXARY XA 2910 191 1My 1L 170
7T AR T 02w 4710 191 MY {900 T3 WD AwYw 101 W0 YT RY YT PRY
(oW X791 R"170).

2 (ow mwn *19) 012 191 N2YWY INANY WD YT 1330 W19 YT 1030 AYT .

2RI 7TA WYY NPT RN 0100 v9honm 1R W10 YT 10 9D 3T LAYT 1unan
(oW W20 W) 797921 1572 0 D D 91, PWIY TV NYT 1IN 30X T2 0.
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“R. Yirmiyah said, one hundred and twenty elders, and among them
eighty-something prophets, established this zefillah. Why did they place
ba-El ha-Kadosh, the Holy God, next to Honen ha-Da'‘at, Granter of
Knowledge? Because of (Isaiah 29:23) Men will hallow the Holy One of Ja-
cob. What appears afterwards? (Isaiah 29:24) And the confused shall acquire
insight. Deiah, Knowledge [near] Teshuvah, Repentance? (Isaiah 6:10) Dull
that people’s mind, Stop its ears, And seal its eyes, etc. until It also grasp with
its mind, And repent and save itself. Teshuvah, Repentance [near] Selibah,
Forgiveness? (Isaiah 55:7) Let him turn back to the Lord, and He will par-
don bhim; To our God, for He freely forgives. Seliba, Forgiveness [near]
Geunla, Redemption? (Psalms 103:3) He forgives all your sins, beals all your
diseases. He redeems your life from the Pit. So let him say Rofeb Holim, Who
Heals the Sick, before? R Aha said the reason that Goal Yisrael was estab-
lished as the seventh blessing is to teach you that the Jews will be re-
deemed only in the seventh [year]. R. Yona in the name of R. Aha said,
(Psalms 126:1) A song of ascents, When the Lord restores the fortunes of Zion
is the seventh song [of ascents] to let you know that the Jews will be re-
deemed only in the seventh [year]. R. Hiya b. Aba said: Why did they es-
tablish Rofeh Holim as the eighth blessing? To correspond to circumcision
which is on the eighth [day], corresponding to [Malachi 2:8] I had with
him a covenant of life. R. Alexander said, Why did they establish Mevarekh
ha-Shanim, He Blesses the Years, as the ninth blessing? To correspond to
(Psalms 29:5) The Lord shatters the cedars of Lebanon. He will shatter the
keepers of the gate (i.e., those who raise the price of food). R. Levi said in
the name of R. Aha b. Hanina, Why did they see fit to place Mevarekh ha-
Shanim near Mikabetz Nidpei Yisrael, He ingathers the dispersed of Israel?
Because of (Ezekiel 36:8) But you, O mountains of Israel, shall yield your
produce and bear your fruit for My people Israel, Why? For their return is
near. The exiled will be ingathered and then the sinners will be humbled
and the righteous will rejoice. Concerning this we learned, We include
the apostates and the sinners in Makbnia Zeidim, He humbles the Sinners.
And converts and elders within Mivtah la-Tzadikim, Security for the
Righteous. And [we include] David in Boneb Yerushalayim, the Builder of
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All the phrases underlined above are references to various bless-
ings of the Shemoneh Esreh. None of them are supplications, but all
are rather acknowledgments for what God does (or did). They thus
all fit the pattern of the Acknowledgment Part of the Shemoneh Esreb
blessings. (Throughout this article we refer to the first part of
Shemoneh Esreb, i.e., the part until 71 7InR 13, as the “Supplication
Part,” and the part following ' AR 7172 as the “Acknowledgment
Part.”) In addition, the underlined phrases are almost identical to
the Acknowledgment Parts of our currently recited Shemoneh Esreh.
It is thus safe to conclude that the underlined texts are the actual
Acknowledgment Parts of the respective blessings.

None of the underlined phrases are the same as the second
phrase in each pair of Shemoneh Esreh Text One. We can thus con-
clude that the second phrase in each of the referenced pairs in
Shemoneh Esreh Text One is not the actual words of the Acknowl-
edgment Part but is, at best, a paraphrase.

What about the Bolded Phrases in Shemoneb Esreh Text Ones
They are clearly all supplications (and not acknowledgments) and
they sound like the first few words of the Supplication Part of each
blessing, but are they the actual words of the Supplication Part of
the blessing or are they merely a paraphrase of the Supplication
Part? To answer this question we turn to yet a third text in
Yerushalmi 4:3, 8a®® (referred to hereinafter as “Shemoneh Esreb Text

Three”):

B WRY MR BRIAWN .75721 71972 90 10 AR 271 'S PYn vaw X 7 X
DAY CIN CIN DORY LTWY INRY PY2 VAW CIN 1N PR LT9NAY 71902
AT IR IRIAWD YP0n TV PYR Vaw T IRA LWV 00w Py 9wy
MR HRYAY? 72 11 023 01 7 AW XIT ' .27 yvon 1 pvn i
1NWN 787 NPT D MR PIR()AWT TS P Yaw PYn R0 OR 77
"IN QMW 1P AR MAT M AR LN 712 11790 XD 1R 112 190
Yapn TNR 0MM0N 0D 1972 SHYhua MR o095v 1A or 2homa vhma

Jerusalem, (Hosea 3:5) Afterward, the Israelites will turn back and will seek
the Lord their God and David their king.”

See also the parallel text in 7a‘anit 2:2, 68c. For an analysis of the origin
and role of parallel texts in Yerushalmi see Moshe Assis, m»ap» nrao
w5173, PhD thesis (Jerusalem: Hebrew University, 1976).

The correct version appears in MS Vatican, 7372 *nw3, in MS Paris and MS
London, 17572 "nwaa.

28

29
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The above pericope contains a shortened version of the

Shemoneh Esreh, known as Havineinu, in which the twelve interme-
diate blessings are combined to form a single blessing. The first
thing to note is that this version of Havineinu is attributed to
Shmuel, who is of the opinion that the intermediate blessing of
Havineinu 1s made up of the Supplication Part of each blessing (or at
a minimum, the first words of the Supplication Parts).

The text of this Havineinu blessing needs to be analyzed. It con-

tains four logical parts:

Havineinu Part 1: 1790 857 19K 1392 1790 102 W0 7%¥7 1137
wNIY 2.

Parenthetical 1: 7 ox 7972 5502 MNIR 2MWA 10 OK PA0 M R
7972 "HHua MR ovhh.

Havineinu Part 2: 51 019w THY 22VIM yapn AnR 02005 O
TWIPR NP2 WITOMY 7Y U122 T2 U0 9D WmRwM T Dwn ooywn
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The statement »1Mnn 7P yaw *> > M2 "X does not appear in MSS Vati-
can, Paris or London.

“What is ‘seven of eighteen’? Rav says, the end of each blessing. Shmuel
says, the beginning of each blessing. There are those who teach [that it
means] seven of eighteen and there are those who teach [that it means]
eighteen of eighteen. The one who says seven of eighteen is in support of
Shmuel. The one who says eighteen of eighteen supports Rav. R. Ziera
sent to R. Nahum at R. Yannai b. R. Yishmael and said to him, What is
the seven of eighteen of Shmuel? He said to him, “Give us understanding,
accept our repentance, forgive us, redeem us, heal our sicknesses, bless
our years.” R. Hagi said, if it was [the season of] rain they say “rain of
blessing”; if it was [the season of] dew they say “with the dew of blessing.”
For the dispersed You ingather, those who err You should judge, on the
wicked place Your hand, and all who rely on You will rejoice in the
building of Your city, and in the renewal of Your sanctuary, and in the
sprouting of David Your servant, for before they call You answer as it
states, (Isaiah 65:24) Before they pray I will answer; While they are still speak-
ing, I will respond. Blessed are You God who hears supplication.” He says
the first three blessings and the last three blessings.”
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At first glance Yerushalmi appears to be giving us a unified text

of Havineinu interwoven with two parenthetical statements. A
closer examination, however, raises a number of questions:

1) Inconsistent length: Why does Havineinu Part 1 use only a
word or two to represent each blessing, while Havineinu
Part 2 uses more words for each blessing?

2) Inconsistent style: Why does Havineinu Part 1 (except for
1127) use actual words from Shemoneh Esreh whereas
Havineinu Part 2 merely paraphrases the blessings?

3) Why is it that Havineinu Part 1 is totally different from the
corresponding part in the Bavli version, while Havineinu

Part 2 is substantially similar to its Bavli counterpart?
Shmuel’s Version of Havineinu

Yerushalmi Berakhbot 4:3

Bavli Berakhbot 29a

Havineinu Part 1
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Havineinu Part 2
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There are versions of Havineinu Part 2 whose phrases are even closer to
the Bavli version. For example, Mahzor Vitri has www 7ny7a ooyinm.
R. S. Sirillo and Mabzor Vitri have ain. See Encyclopedia Talmudit, vol. 8,
col. 130 for other variants to the Yerushalmi version of Havineinu.
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4) Another way to ask this question is: Why is it that the Bavli
version of Havineinu is internally consistent (i.e., in length
and style) while the Yerushalmi version is not?

5) In both Bavli and Yerushalmi, immediately preceding
Havineinu, we are told that the text is in accordance with
Shmuel. The Yerushalmi version goes further than Bavli,
however, and states that Havineinu is made up of the begin-
ning, i.e., the Supplication Parts (or at least the initial words
of the Supplication Parts) of each intermediate blessing.

To address the above anomalies™ we propose that Havineinu
Part 1 and Havineinu Part 2 are from two different versions of
Havineinu that were stitched together by an anonymous stammaic
editor of Yerushalmi (Xm37 Xnno).” Havineinu Part 1 contains
shorter phrases and is thus from an early version of Havineinu
while Havineinu Part 2 contains longer phrases and is thus from a
later version.

Looking at Havineinu Part 1, the older part of Havineinu, we
note that the underlined phrases match exactly the Bolded Phrases of
each pair of phrases from Shemoneh Esreh Text One. Yerushalmi tells
us that according to Shmuel, these underlined phrases are the Sup-
plication Part (or at least the initial words of the Supplication Part)
of their respective blessings. We thus know that five of the Bolded
Phrases are the initial words of the Supplication Part (or perhaps the
entire Supplication Part) of their respective blessings.

What about the other Bolded Phrases in Shemoneh Esreb Text
One? Can we make the same assumption? Are they also initial
words (or perhaps the entire part) of the Supplication Part of their
respective blessings? To answer this we need to examine another
text, Oxford: MS Heb.£.102/22 (p. 2) which reads as follows:

34

It is no wonder that Ehrlich (2005b, 27) refers to the Havineinu blessing
as a “paraphrase” (711979) of the original blessings.

The Stammaic editor may have had two partial versions of Havineinu
that he stitched together, or alternately he may have had a version of
Havineinu that was already a combination of an older Eretz Yisrael ver-
sion and a newer Babylonian one.

35
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onnAR 71972 YR TWY AN

AT TAT PRI Y ORI X DR AR TR 2R DRI IR 0 X3
ATV I PRI AW 0P 170V R R

X VTN APTEA WP 2200 Ohm
1PNROT? 2377 1NV 120 1NN

IPNUY T2 R XOIM 70TV TN IR
Q7M1 7O 1PWOWNM NI PR

PIR MXP 93 7020 ANR 00 1°HR V10N

21972 TV WD DR 1AM ORTRR 01l
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7w N0 1°HY WM 937 0m

To make this easier to visualize:
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Shemoneh Esreb as a single blessing made up of snippets of each blessing is
unusual. We do, however, have a parallel to this in Yerushalmi Berakhot
8:1 11d for the Friday night Amidah: mpra 0 Prn1 [Pa] M2 °0v *371 MR
bhal7e WIPNR2 amm Yaw Pyn DX 79272 2R 72°00 5199 921 MAX W T PRY

nawn o nX). What we know as n1ax 132 1s similar in structure to our ms:

Oxford: MS Max n
Heb.f.102/22 (T1DWR o)
Y HRY X DR AR OTOR AR ORI IR X3 1 WMIAR PRI WAPR Y ANk T2 | 1
AW NP IOV DR ORI AT TAT ORI PP STPRY PAXY PR ORNAR TR
WY AR TR AP 799 DR R M2AAT D1TAT ORI
17272 NN 3 PIRY DR
o°nn 2 RPN I | 2
TpT¥A WP 3 D PR YT ORA | 3
n20 WD AN YT wnn | 4-15 | 770200 WP naw ara wyt maan | 4
. ADDRLAY I WYY oo 1>
o277 TRnN2 WYY oM oM RIX 16 WYL AT oY AR 7av: vh | 5
INTIAY 7O XY NIV WA I m>737 Pn AN o 932
7Y oW
W ANR OO YTM M N[Onj2 Ao 17 MRTIIOR | 6
Hoh UM
DWW 09w N0 LY WINem 18 PWaINTIR | 7

MS Cambridge, CUL: Or.1081 2.77 version of “max 1n” reads: 7om 1w
DY NN 119951 JnRamaY DRI Ay DR INAIRW AR O TNAIRD WITRR ORM
TMANY 3TAY 7R AT W] PI7A0 Svawa ar NR T9KR M 17 Ann1 0”1 %12
INR7A OPWY 79792 117 NNY NORDNDY N7 MIRD MY ATy amany aw.]1pb.
See (Tal 2003, 274-279) for an analysis of the max 13 blessing.
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The text of this manuscript appears to be an abbreviated version
of the Shemoneh Esreb that closely parallels the text in Havineinu
Part 1. Unlike Havineinu Part 2, however, this manuscript appears
to contain text from an older version of intermediate blessings 7-12
as well. This manuscript thus not only confirms the text of three
intermediate blessings of our Bolded Phrases already confirmed by
Havineinu Part 1 (i.e., 7MW 772 ,01°5%0 897 ,)°n2wn 17¥), but also
resembles the text 11°%¥3p, WO, and absolutely confirms the text
for 1np ¥1977 as in the Bolded Phrases.

It is thus safe to assume that all the Bolded Phrases are the actual
words of the Supplication Part of the respective blessings. We are
now able to reconstruct at least the beginning of the Supplication
Parts of the intermediate blessings, as well as most of the Acknowl-
edgment Parts from our Yerushalmi passages:
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Acknowledgment Supplication | Refer-
Number Part Part ence #
Reconstructed Shemoneb Esreb
™ ANR TN2 1
™ ANR TN2 2
WP ORA | Ak M 3
nYIT N | M ank M YT I 7| 4
ANk M | wnawnaen | mawn | 5
o9 maa[a] | ank 2 wno | o | 6
noyoaw 1972 SR HR™ | ANk TN2 ORI w7
Y 797 DM RO | AR M 12751 X9 8
nywn Ao IWR TNan | anR T2 NN T2 9
Sxw P vapn | ook M ¥R 10
» AnR 2 PTX2 11U 11
DTTYIM | M AR T2 1P Yo7 12
P 78R A | M ANk M2 PTY 13
AN TTONOR | MY anR T2 | 14
AR Ima
wnn a9 0N YW | ank M yow | 15
Ty unnY
™ NR N2 Y| 16
1912
™ ANR TN2 17
™ R T2 18
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See Yerushalmi, Rosh Hashanahb 4:6, 59¢ m?0? 727m1 WITPR ORI 012 7%,
Some mss have 787w My on71 yapn. Interestingly, only Mahzor Aram
Tzovah preserves Yerushalmi’s acknowledgment part 58w *n71 yapn.
Although Shemoneh Esreh Text Two has w1 nma, Yerushalmi Berakhot
4:5, 59c reads 25w 121 7 R 779003, and Yerushalmi Rosh Hashanah
4:6, 59¢ reads TI7 TR M KT K212 YW AN TIT AR MR KT 90M
TV XN,

As pointed out by others (X"¥ "> 77 n*1vn ndon v 7" MoOIN *w1T), the
Yerushalmi version of the Shemoneh Esreh contains only 18 blessings, in-
cluding what we refer to in the vernacular as the Drwon? blessing. Our
14™ and 15" blessings (i.e., 27w 712 and 7AywW» 7P MR¥R) were a single
blessing, 22w AN N7 9K, Midrash Rabbah, Korah 18:21 reads as fol-
lows: PR PWovY 992071 129P 0°27P0 11700 2R R"Amaw T2 ¥'wan DRI 1R
°rH7 D572 awn R 7MD02 v oavven ™ XMUma 2Mu 950 ROX 1T
101 ' °1ma (0 D’b.‘m) oW DY IR PNW 7T 1Y DX 712°2 Ipnw.
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While we have established the first few words of the Supplica-
tion Part of each blessing, we still need to determine whether the
Bolded Phrases are the entirety of the Supplication Part or whether
they are merely the opening phrase.

The text of the Shemoneb Esreb as we have it today is substan-
tially longer than the reconstructed text given here. We would thus
be tempted to assume that the Bolded Phrases are only the initial
words of the Supplication Parts. Do we have any reason to assume
otherwise?

Cairo Genizah: Crossover Fragment

There are a few Genizah fragments that have vestiges of the
Yerushalmi version. The most prominent such fragment is Cam-
bridge, CUL: Add.3160.6. The Shemoneh Esreb text of this fragment

is as follows:

NR 71121 7% an3 w0 Y DY oy 0w N30 W 'R
TI9 TW GN aWY YWR # aman nben 'w

MY N950 91921 1°NH5N PP 7YY YawS KT 1N 770
D) INON “NOW ™ .JAR 172K 11X 213 7oA '

7o 2 'R 210 20Nn AR 002K 1 'R 2 nan
%177 .30 "2 10710 YT 10 ORT 2 .WIPNY YOV DR
72717 '2 10195 1907 72700 X0 12 Ywen 00wk

X917 'R 211029 230 [L]n[.] X911 .5R "2 0100 nnwn 2IRA
Yapn 2 77Yh 2011 yapn .71an 2 [Jawan wnw 2
N2W "2 2NIR 27T YOI07 LTI 'R 12 0OWAY APTY TN

'2 71°120 29w T OAPR LMKan '2 20 937 nvan

72V IMIRY YA '3 o1 939 3950 v T nR

T2 MR 2T .7V IR 7727 MR 2 110%m

Q2N WK TRV DY IPNAR SIIRI IR 0 RIT INNR

To visualize this more easily:

IN97N 7°3° 991 7NDN NOW >

oAk 'R 2 Ll

7 'R "2 whrn o Tt 2
582 wIPM PN vRa 3
mn'a WML YT N 4

5

7897 "2 YWON 0OAW? 71X
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prinin Tty ) WYL AP0 1M 6

SR "1 ron nwn w7

XOM'R "2 Wb awon [n[.]xo 8

T7an 2 [[Jowsawrniw 772 .9

vapn 2 T°Y5 o¥wI vapn .10

AN 'R " VWM IPTE 2N .11

W "2 MR 27T YN .12

nan 2 01 939 nvan .13

717 79K 2 71°13n0 25w 77 9R .14
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QYN WX

There are a few things to note about the above version: 1) Its
conformity with the Yerushalmi version of eighteen blessings and
not nineteen, 2) its brevity (although the Acknowledgment Parts of
the blessings are clearly abbreviated), and 3) its similarity to the
Supplication Part of many blessings of Yerushalmi, especially bless-
ings 4,7, 9, 10, and 12 (and its dissimilarity to our standard version).

Cambridge, CUL: Add 3160.6 Yerushalmi Number
1T AVT N Yo7 0N 4
Ywon 00wk axn WNAWN %7 5
WIS 7907 7210 nY 170 6
T NAWH IRA IR 7
11°2% 2%0n [Jn[.] Xon 13750 XD 8
awa N T2 WM 712 9
TV DX vapn wLap 10
LOWMI IPTE AR P72 LW 11
R 0077 YAIan WP Y17 12
jakohisniivioiRyiiuls) PN 13

The above text resembles the Yerushalmi version (i.e., the Bolded
Phrases) in both language and length, with each blessing containing
about nine words—only somewhat longer than the seven-word
blessings of the Yerushalmi version. This is an indication that the
Bolded Phrases in Shemoneh Esreh Text One may indeed be the entire
Supplication Part of each blessing.

# From Psalms 103:4.
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In addition to the above fragment there are also vestiges of the
Yerushalmi version of Shemoneh Esreb in individual blessings, as we
will now show:

Analyzing Each Blessing

As previously mentioned, each of the intermediate blessings com-
prises two parts: the Supplication Part which is a request, and the
Acknowledgment Part which is praise.

We also note that the text of the blessings of Shemoneh Esreb,
especially the intermediate ones, was meant as a minimum text and
that the individual was allowed, even encouraged (at least according
to some opinions) to expand upon it so that his prayers would be
not rote but meaningful.¥

At this point we established the opening word(s) of each inter-
mediate blessing, and we also provided a Genizah manuscript text
that is similar in language and length to our reconstructed text. We
thus have reasonable evidence at this point to assume that our re-
constructed text might represent the entire blessings. To strengthen
our argument, however, we now examine and analyze over one
hundred Genizah fragments to establish the evolution of each bless-
ing, which will in turn lead us back to the “fathers” of the interme-
diate blessings. To understand the following analysis of each bless-
ing, refer to the appendix at the end of this article, which contains
the various versions of each blessing arranged sequentially to sug-
gest its growth and mutations.

2 R™ owa 1maR 7 .(7:7 M202 7Iwn) 221N 98N TR Yap 1NN Awh IR XM

MR ...0P 952 727 72 WIA? PN DY M oW RAR M .NAPR2 RIPD R ROW 7252
X7V 729271 K" QW2 ¥R °27 917 73 ROR T2 MY OV RINT 12 TV KT T 90 1
77272 7721 77 172K 927 01 92 AWTR 3990 H9901 797 TYIHR 027 .NAPRA R1IPD R
YR WIAN 7377 DPYINRT 7972 932 mP0 W 7200 (3w nhwY) o 902 awn
(ow 0’771 190) 7972,
See also R. Yaacov Emden (Ya‘avetz) on Berakhor 34b "3 9% 1p v mR7
(X 72 97) 1P 11 A"AIOR vavn HY 920117 HRIWSA O1TP AT TR IR 1R0% 2"
X' 2192 72°N77 *199 17w 2 7RPNT Awvn. See also fn. 22 above. For a full dis-
cussion on the permissibility of adding words to Shemoneb Esreh see R.
David Cohen (2012, ch.3, pp. 17-18).
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7w>7 wm For this blessing we analyzed approximately fifty
Genizah manuscripts and nine siddurim.

Supplication Part: This blessing is unusual in that the opening phrase
of our current siddurim, 1171 7NR, is not a supplication but rather a
statement acknowledging what God does. According to R.
Yehoshua b. Levi, who in Shemoneb Esreb Text One is quoted as say-
ing that the intermediate blessings (i.e., 4-15) reflect the “needs of
the people,” the phrase 1171 7nX would not be appropriate for the
Supplication Part of the blessing. Indeed, all the other intermediate
blessings begin with a request and not with praise.

In Bavli Berakhot 34a, however, we find that this blessing did
indeed start with 111 AnR.* Why, according to Bavli, does this bless-
ing not start with a supplication? Some scholars (Ginzberg 1941b,
345-346) believe that the Babylonian version of this blessing con-
tained only praise (i.e., it did not contain 7¥7 Jn&» 11°17), while the
Yerushalmi version contained only a request, 77 111 Indeed, three
mss (lines 11-13) contain only praise and no supplication.*

We argue, however, that the Bavli version did originally contain
the phrase **7v7 9nXn 1331 and that this blessing was structured sim-
ilarly to lines 14-18. It is not unusual for the supplication part of the
intermediate blessings to contain both praise and supplication.*

“ nmn TNRY NI NPYRARD WRIY M0 MNWRI WHWA AY0 RINT 27 NN,
“  Prof. Ehrlich (2005b, 576-584) believes—despite R. Yehoshua b. Levi’s
statement in Shemoneh Esreb Text One, and despite this blessing’s being
phrased as a request in Havineinu—rthat the praise version represented by
our lines 11-13 is an early Eretz Yisrael version. He supports this view by
quoting various midrashim from Eretz Yisrael that refer to this blessing
using the verbiage of praise.

In Bavli Berakhot 34a we find that the intermediate blessings, beginning

with 1n anx, were all requests: X7 1°37% DX 9Rw> 9% 27WH A7 27 MK

NPYERRI KOR MNWIR WHw2 K2 MWK wHwa.

“  See for example the justificatory phrases 70X p1r1 %X X 23, 7nX 1IN0 23, >
ANR AR X9 o1 R, and many more such phrases. We argue that the
phrase n¥7 0782 10 70K is just another justificatory phrase, but without
the word 3, which is not needed, because the justification precedes the
request. This justificatory phrase was probably inserted at the beginning
of this blessing to serve as a linguistic segue from the praise P AnX to

45



98 : Hakirah, the Flatbush Journal of Jewish Law and Thought

This blessing expanded in two directions, both backward and for-
ward. The Eretz Yisrael version ca. 220-250 was 797 2371 In Eretz
Yisrael it expanded forward as in lines 3 through 9. In Babylonia
Y7 11710 morphed into 7¥7 InRNM 11710 (lines 14-36), and it expanded
backward with "21 111 AnX. (Lines 11 through 13 may be incom-
plete or abbreviated blessings.) In lines 14 through 36 we also see
further minor changes and expansions.

It is reasonable to assume that as the text of a blessing expanded,
the people doing so would generally be careful to preserve what was
passed on to them (albeit with minor modifications), especially its
core component, and then to add words or phrases as they saw fit
to amplify or clarify the supplication. In examining the various ver-
sions of this blessing, we see that there are only two words in each
of the blessings that appear in every version (except perhaps line
10). The two words are some form of 111 and 7¥7, precisely the
Bolded Phrase in Shemoneh Esreh Text One, 1i.e., 7V°7 123m.

Acknowledgment Part: The Acknowledgment Part mentioned in
Yerushalmi, ny7i 1190, is identical in just about every manuscript.

wnawen 7%9: For this blessing we analyzed approximately fifty-
four Genizah manuscripts and nine siddurim.

Supplication Part: The version in Shemoneb Esrebh Text One, %7
11°N2WN, is a request that God accept and recognize that our repent-
ance was sincere. This leads directly to the next supplication that
He should forgive us. The exact phrase 2wnawn 1%, however, ap-
pears in the Supplication Parts in only a single manuscript, Oxford
Heb.£.102/22.

The version of this blessing, however, as we have it today and as
it appears in most texts, is a bit unusual. What exactly is being asked
of God, that He help us repent? Isn’t repentance something we need
to do? Commentators thus suggest that although repentance is
something we do, we still need God’s help.

People must have been troubled that wwnawn ¥, that “God
recognize our repentance as sincere,” is very similar to the next re-

the request 111 ANX. See 77750 11°Y ,79°007 ¥R 170 on this blessing. For
other possible reasons see R. David Cohen (2012, 48)
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quest, 12 1190, “forgive us.” Is it not automatic that if God recogniz-
es that our repentance is sincere He will forgive us? Based on the
manuscripts we examined it appears that the first change made to
PN ¥ (intentionally or otherwise) was to keep the root
words of 11'n2Wwn 7% but to change its meaning. It thus became
0w "X (see line 3). Instead of asking that “our repentance be
accepted as sincere,” it was changed to “He who wants those who
repent.” Since this is not a supplication, it was then necessary to
further modify it and turn it into a request that “God cause us, or
help us repent.” This is how the other versions of this blessing
evolved.

Acknowledgment Part: The acknowledgment part in all examined
manuscripts and siddurim is 721WN2 7¥11.

1% ne: For this blessing we analyzed approximately fifty-two
Genizah manuscripts and nine siddurim.

Supplication Part: 112 170 are the opening words of the Supplication
Part of almost every version in our appendix. There appear to be
two basic branches for expansion: 123w9 °3 112591 1% 711 (Babyloni-
an) and Y 32 1YW 12ym 7 (Eretz Yisrael). The original text
for the Supplication Part thus appears to be 1&vm °3 172K 1% 190 or
perhaps simply 117 17%0.

Acknowledgment Part: The earliest Acknowledgment Part appears to
be m%0% 712717 as in lines 4 through 10, 12 and probably 3.

19N3: For this blessing we analyzed approximately fifty-one
Genizah manuscripts and nine siddurim.

Supplication Part: Similar to 797 our current text of the blessing for
T2IR) appears to have expanded both backward and forward. The
common denominator in the text is 117X3. The phrase 1°1ya 7R
12 72 was added before it. The qualifiers 7w 1wn% 77mn were
added later. The justificatory phrase 7nX 2117 %X * was added even
later. The only word that is common in the core phrase of the Sup-
plication Part is some form of 7Xa.
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Acknowledgment Part: The Yerushalmi version X X is similar
to the version in all manuscripts and siddurim.

1199917 897 For this blessing we analyzed approximately forty-six
Genizah manuscripts and eight siddurim.

Supplication Part: The common phrase in the majority of the texts is
X071 > kD7, Even this, however, is not unanimous, as we have
two texts with 1127 2301 X917 and another with 7970 79772 92V RO
We thus cannot support our thesis based on examining this bless-

ing."

Acknowledgment Part: Three versions of the Acknowledgment Part
are found. The most common one is X MY "1 ’91. We also
have %> My &1 (line 30) and X 022 1y 71 8911 (36). The
Yerushalmi version 021 X917 does not appear in any manuscript.

o naw 993: For this blessing we analyzed approximately thirty-
seven Genizah manuscripts and nine siddurim.*

Supplication Part: There are two blessings for which we find very
long versions in the Genizah and elsewhere: 2miw 772 and ¥157
11p. It seems that these two blessings were very important to peo-
ple in a very personal way: It addressed their livelihood, and called
for divine retribution for those who were oppressing them. We
suggest that that is why these two blessings grew in length dispro-
portionately.*

Y For Havineinu Part 1, Mabzor Vitri has 1221 %09, This is identical to the

version of this blessing in line 2, Oxford MS Heb.f.102/22.

Unless specifically indicated within the text of this blessing, we made no

attempt to separate or differentiate the winter and summer version as it

was not relevant for our thesis.

* T had expected that 1191 %971 would have expanded as did "wmw 712 and
1p ¥137. After all, what is more important to a person than his health?
Instead, I found that WwpTx, our prayer for God to look after our right-
eous, expanded even more than °%1 891, Apparently, we were more pas-
sionate about the spiritual well-being of our community than our physi-
cal.

48
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Almost all the blessings have 71w 772 (in some form) in either
the first or second phrase. There are no other common denomina-
tors.

Acknowledgment Part: The Yerushalmi version 0°1% 7721 appears in
all manuscripts and siddurim.

y9x2p: For this blessing we analyzed approximately thirty-six
Genizah manuscripts and nine siddurim.

Supplication Part: This blessing too seems to have grown both
backward and forward. Prior to the original word 1°¥3p was added
01 X (line 4) and later 1>M7 12 7173 9w1a vpn (lines 5-36). At a
still later point, following the word 1°¥2p, the phrase no1> ¥aI8N
v (lines 18-36) was added. The only word that appears in every
version (except line 5) is a form of 1%23p.

Acknowledgment Part: Only the Aram Tzovah siddur (line 35) pre-
serves Yerushalmi’s acknowledgment version X 171 yapn.

P73 wwsw: For this blessing we analyzed approximately thirty-
seven Genizah manuscripts and nine siddurim.

The phrase p7%2 W91 does not appear in any manscript. The
roots of both words, however, appear in the vast majority of the
manuscripts (lines 2-3, 9, 16-25, and 27-36). The progression seems
to be that the first part added to this blessing was 1v9W 72°Wwn
772°0020 1RV ANWRI2D. Afterwards 7729 70X 19V 7901 was added
(with its various derivatives), and finally 77181 120 127 “0m.

Acknowledgment Part: vownn 2mX (lines 5-8, and probably 2-3 as
well) appear to be the oldest Acknowledgment Part of this blessing.
vOWM PTY 2R (lines 24 and 29) was the first expansion. The cur-
rent version VAWM APTY 2T o1 appears in the majority of the
manuscripts and siddurim (lines 10-23; 25-28; 30-36).

y9mp w157 For this blessing we analyzed approximately thirty-four
Genizah manuscripts and nine siddurim.”

50

For a detailed analysis of this blessing see (Teppler 2007).
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Supplication Part: This blessing has so many variations that it was
impossible to fit all the different versions into 36 lines. Apparently
we were passionate in our desire that God repay our enemies their
just rewards and we expressed this desire in many and varied ver-
sions.

One manuscript, Oxford MS Heb.f.102/22 (line 2), has the
phrase 1°np ¥°10M. There is no phrase that appears consistently in
all or almost all manuscripts.” Some form of the word ¥1377, howev-
er, appears in the majority of the manuscripts.

Regarding this blessing Yerushalmi states 2°vw1 501 0217 2w 9910
0°71 ¥°10m2. It appears that to fulfill this mandate, 0°1n was added to
the Supplication Part and 2y was added to the Acknowledgment
Part.

Acknowledgment Part: Four manuscripts have the Yerushalmi Ac-
knowledgment Part 071 ¥°101. This blessing, surprisingly, has five
different acknowledgment versions: 0>71 ¥°191n (Yerushalmi, lines 5-
8, and possibly line 4); 271 v 10m 2vwa 12w (lines 9-20); "2w
Q71 210 22X 2w (line 21); 2071 321901 222K "W (lines 22-
35); and 071 ¥°10m1 2°Wwon N2 (line 36).

wp73: For this blessing we analyzed approximately thirty-three
Genizah manuscripts and nine siddurim.

Supplication Part: The most common central phrase in this blessing
is 210 15w 1M, which is followed by either 1% W (twice) or 937
TAwa DN (36). 2 TOW 1M appears in all versions except four.
There is no vestige of the Supplication Part of the Yerushalmi bless-
ings in any source.

Concerning this blessing Yerushalmi states 2°1p7 201 03 S
2°p>7¥% nvana. To fulfill this mandate we find P77 >3 in most ver-
sions. The phrase X% n*2 71y *1p1, however, presumably to fulfill
this same mandate, is found in no manuscript but is found in three

' I wonder if perhaps 1np ¥°19m somehow morphed into w»2 y10m. In a

manuscript a p could easily be seen as °2. If this did happen then the ma-
jority of the manuscripts do indeed reflect the original w»p ¥157. I cannot
imagine, however, how this would happen with a phrase recited by an en-
tire community three times a day.
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siddurim. It seems also that to fulfill this mandate the structure of
the blessing needed to be modified, so it was changed from “validate
our righteousness” to “protect our righteous and our true converts.”

Acknowledgment Part: The Yerushalmi version, °p>7¥% mvan, ap-
pears in 4 versions (lines 4-7) and is possibly implied in lines 2-3.
All others have our current 2°p>73% nvaRY WWH.

Conclusion

Our analysis has proven that eight of the Bolded Phrases of
Shemoneh Esreh Text One are the actual words of the Supplication
Part of the Shemoneh Esreh. Five of these are substantiated by
Havineinu Part 1; six from MS Heb.f.102/22; and two from MS
Add.3160.6.> We have also shown that five Bolded Phrases are the
core component of Shemoneh Esreb in the 105 Genizah manuscripts
and the nine siddurim we examined. Our findings are summarized
in the following table:

The Core Havineinu Yerushalmi
Phrase MS Add.3160.6 MS Heb.f.102/22 Part 1 Bolded Phrases
Yes 1T YT N ey BN} Y7 I
NWN A% 1 N2WN %0 1 N2WN %7
Yes 15 170 1 190
Yes a7V TR IrRAm ORI WHRA
RO ®DIM oM RO M1 RO
Yes jalzpmi i ohli7ie il NI Tam WM T2 WM T2
Yes bzl
PR VW
R YI0M 0P Y107
WP

It is thus reasonable to conclude that the Bolded Phrases are the

actual and complete Supplication Parts of Shemoneh Esreb as recited
in Eretz Yisrael ca. 220-250 CE.

> It should not be surprising that we found only two Genizah fragments

that support out proposed text. The more ancient the Shemoneh Esreb
text, the less chance there is of finding it in the Genizah. Ehrlich (2005b,
29) expresses this succinctly, NATP? 12°0 X1 277V VWM XPNT DNV
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Final Word
We are still left with two nagging questions:

Question 1: If, as we argued, the original size of each of the inter-
mediate blessings 4 through 13 averaged only seven words, how do
we explain that these same blessings are today so much longer?

It is beyond the scope of this article to speculate about the pro-
cess that caused these blessings to expand, but we can infer mathe-
matically that this expansion is plausible.

The following table of intermediate blessings 4 through 13
shows the number of words in the shortest version of each blessing
and the number of words in the longest. So as not to skew our re-
sults (or make this a circular argument) we did not use the short
Shemoneh Esreb blessings found in manuscripts: Oxford MS
Heb.£.102/22, CUL: Add.3160.6, and CUL: T-S H18.4, as it could
be argued that these manuscripts might be an abbreviation or a par-
aphrase of Shemoneb Esreb:

MS/Siddur with Fewest Words MS/Siddur with Most Words
Blessing Line MS/Siddur Words | Line MS/Siddur Words | % Growth

4 TN 4|CUL: T-S 8H9.4 11 32 [R. Shlomo b. R. Natan | 25 127%
5 1P N2WN X0 5[CUL: T-S6H3.2 12 33| Mahzor Vitri 17 42%
6 19 o 15|R. Saadia Gaon 16 26 | Mahzor Vitri 22 38%
7 IR 6|CUL: T-S K27.33 12 27| Mahzor Aram Tzovah 26 117%
8 151’99 14| CUL: T-S 14 35[CUL: TSNS 195.16 29 107%
9 NI T2 11 |CUL: T-SNS 17 35|JTS: ENA 2321.1 65 282%
10 wxIp 6|CUL: T-S 8H9.12 14 36 [ Mos: Moss. VIII.462.2 28 100%
11 | p7¥awvow 10| CUL: T-S 12 35 | ArtScroll Sefard 27 125%
12 7R Y107 8| CUL: T-SK27.33 19 24| CUL: Or.1080 3.2 50 163%
13 WpTR 6|CUL: T-5K27.33 | 17 36 | ArtScroll Sefard 50 194%

Average: 14 34 129%

The above table shows that the average growth of intermediate
blessings 4 through 13 was 129%. This growth took place over a
period of about 1,112 years from approximately the year 900% to

»  Hoffman and Cole (2011) write p. 210, “Like the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher in Jerusalem, the Ben Ezra synagogue was demolished during
al-Hakim’s reign, around 1012, and rebuilt afterward: the Geniza cham-
ber dates, it would seem, from the time after its destruction.” Glickman
(2012) writes p. 4, “The oldest known dated document in the Cairo
Genizah is a fragment... that predates the Genizah by about 155 years...
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2012. If we extrapolate backward to the time of R. Yehoshua b. Le-
vi (i.e., another 650 years to the year 250), the percentage increase
for the 1,762 years would be 166%.>*

If we take our proposed average blessing size of 7 words, and we
increase it 166%, we end up with a blessing size of 19 words. The
average size of intermediate blessings 4 through 13 in our current
ArtScroll: Ashkenaz siddur is 20 words.

Question 2: If the intermediate blessings ca. 220-250 CE were as
short as we claim (about seven words each) why was there a need to
create the Havineinu version of Shemoneh Esreb (about 2 words
each) which requires only slightly less time to recite?

Earlier (fn. 22 and fn. 42) we noted that even in its formative
years different versions of Shemoneh Esreb were recited—some short
and others long. People who insisted on reciting a short version,
however, were sometimes disparaged. A short sanctioned version of
Shemoneh Esreb, for use in unusual circumstances, thus became a
necessity and Havineinu was created. It is logical to assume that
when Hazal set out to create Havineinu they used the shortest and
most authentic text they could find—the text of R. Yehoshua b. Le-
vi’s statement in Shemoneh Esreh Text One. ®R

This article is dedicated to Prof- Elazar Hurvitz who instilled within
me an appreciation for Hebrew manuscripts and genizah fragments.

[i.e.,] October 6, 871.” We may therefore assume that the Cairo Genizah

did not have many manuscripts prior to the year 900.
0 (1,112+650)%129%/1,112 = 166%.
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Appendix

The following 105 Shemoneh Esreh manuscript fragments were used
for this article. All are available at www.genizah.org.

Cambridge, CUL: Add.3160.2 Cambridge, CUL: T-S H18.3 Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 196.14
Cambridge, CUL: Add.3160.6 Cambridge, CUL: T-S H18.4 Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 196.5a
Cambridge, CUL: Add.3160.8 Cambridge, CUL: T-S H18.6 Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 196.5b
Cambridge, CUL: Or.1080 1.58 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S K27.18 Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 196.8
Cambridge, CUL: Or.1080 3.2 Cambridge, CUL: T-S K27.33 Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 230.96
Cambridge, CUL: Or.1080 6.35 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 120.105 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 272.30
Cambridge, CUL: Or.1081 2.62 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 122.107 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 272.77
Cambridge, CUL: Or.1081 2.77 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 122.110 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 278.151
Cambridge, CUL: T-S 10H1.2 Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 122.50 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 278.231
Cambridge, CUL: T-S 10H1.4 Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 149.140 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 278.41
Cambridge, CUL: T-S 6H3.2 Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 150.17 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 289.1
Cambridge, CUL: T-S 6H3.5 Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 150.238 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 328.49
Cambridge, CUL: T-S 8H10.12  |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 150.41 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 38a.33
Cambridge, CUL: T-S8H10.17  |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 151.96 |Cambridge, Westminster College: West
Coll. Lit.1.115
Cambridge, CUL: T-S 8H10.2 Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 152.247 |Cambridge, Westminster College: West
Coll. Lit.1.65
Cambridge, CUL: T-S 8H10.22  [Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 152.30  |London, British Library: OR 55570.11
Cambridge, CUL: T-S 8H10.6 Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 152.38 |London, British Library: OR 5557Z.15
Cambridge, CUL: T-S 8H11.3 Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 152.70 |New York, JTS: ENA 1314.1
Cambridge, CUL: T-S 8H18.3 Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 153.151 |New York, JTS: ENA 1983.2
Cambridge, CUL: T-S 8H18.4 Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 153.160 |New York, JTS: ENA 2321.1
Cambridge, CUL: T-S 8H24.5 Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 153.161 |New York, JTS: ENA 2431.11
Cambridge, CUL: T-S 8H9.12 Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 153.9 New York, JTS: ENA 2527.8
Cambridge, CUL: T-S 8H9.4 Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 154.120 |New York, JTS: ENA 2527.9
Cambridge, CUL: T-S AS 101.15 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 154.18 [New York, JTS: ENA 2947.2
Cambridge, CUL: T-S AS 102.110 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 154.86  |New York, JTS: ENA 694.15
Cambridge, CUL: T-S AS 102.132 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 155.3 New York, JTS: ENA 694.9
Cambridge, CUL: T-S AS 102.74 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 156.7 New York, JTS: ENA 920.12
Cambridge, CUL: T-S AS 103.17 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 157.121 |[New York, JTS: ENA 920.13
Cambridge, CUL: T-S AS 103.251 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 157.127 [New York, JTS: ENA 920.14
Cambridge, CUL: T-S AS 104.47 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 157.67 |Oxford MS Heb.f.102/22
Cambridge, CUL: T-S AS 104.60 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 159.115 |Paris, AlU:IV.A.2
Cambridge, CUL: T-S AS 106.37 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 159.6 Paris, AlU:IV.A.64
Cambridge, CUL: T-S AS 108.56 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 159.9 Paris, Mosseri: Moss. VII1.462.1
Cambridge, CUL: T-S AS 109.139 |[Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 195.16  [St. Petersburg, RNK: Yevr. Ill B995
Cambridge, CUL: T-S AS 110.27 |Cambridge, CUL: T-S NS 195.112 |St. Petersburg, RNL: Yevr. Il B27
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The following 9 siddurim were used as “markers” to be able to view
the manuscripts in context:

ArtScroll: Ashkenaz, The Rabbinical Council of America Edition of the
ArtScroll Siddur (Brooklyn: Mesorah Pubication, 1987).

ArtScroll: Sefard, Siddur Tefillas Shlomo Hashalem (Brooklyn: Mesorah
Pubication, 1992).

Mahzor Aram Tzovah. The title page is missing. The PDF is available at
www.pizmonim.com/library/ AramSoba1560-IL.pdf.

Mahzor Vitri, oypa XY RIT .7 N7 VIR M9 WAY DRA 702 1277 2001 NI
NIW3A KD RYP ...0°7P°N MY 1901 30V ,0°1771 %P NIaA 07 9 1wRI
0190 NRYITY 71on "R" "y ovhwinva A"own. PDF at
www.hebrewbooks.org/14643.

Rambam, ,013R&n " w"y 0°7190 DR .0TAWTIA PX2IT NRA V1D 719750 pnn
7> 2n3 %0 Y 2"anna YW 79007 970" N"Iwn 005U ,NNav 00Nk
216-187 "y "TMO0MIN.

Rav Amram Gaon, ,mn>w;1 Qv 0°0197 7° %2N3 "0-5¥ 73m) 7Y ,1IRA 3772y 27 770
,PIP 2777 701 DRXT .0TAWTIN %W 1"772 DROIT 9T K12 MIRA0N-TUY
1"own ,0%hu.

Rav Saadia Gaon, noX 3maw ,2"T ITIT 2RI 7 9Y IR R PR 7PTY0 27 70
,0°9W717° 07 12X NIRYITA "D 701 %P 71a0 ,nYean 7097 LR oww o
v"own.

R. Shlomo b. R. Natan, ,0°%w17°) *a1 9R0w 7 5y 937 101 °272 707w 12°27 I7°0
(7"mwn.>”

Siddur R. Shabtai Sofer, n2>w” :1m°052) Rw Yo7 PRY> 9"2 9910 *N2AWw 1"An NTO
(x"own ,oRwe 1.

The tables of intermediate blessings, which follow, are limited
to 36 lines, i.e., twenty-seven manuscripts, and where available, the
above nine “markers.” Manuscripts that were substantially similar
to ones shown in the tables, and manuscripts with missing text,
were often omitted. In each table the manuscripts and siddurim are
ordered to show their suggested development.

The Tetragrammaton, when not abbreviated in the source, is
presented in the tables as .

% For information about this siddur see Uri Ehrlich, “The Text of the

Amidah in the Siddur of Rabbi Shlomo ben Natan and the Question of
the Provenance of the Siddur,” Kenishta: Studies of the Synagogne World, 4
(2010), pp. 9-26 (in Hebrew); “The Contribution of Geniza Texts to the
Study of Siddur Rabbi Solomon ben Nathan.” In: B. Outhwaite and S.
Bhayro (eds.), “From a Sacred Source”: Genizah Studies in honour of Stefan
C. Reif, Leiden and Boston 2010, pp. 127-137.
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