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Hakarat Ha-Tov to HKB”H for the

State of Israel

By: SHLOMO SPRECHER

On Monday, May 5, 2014, the Fifth of Lyyar, 5774, Dr. Shlomo Sprecher was
the Master of Ceremonies at a gathering in Congregation Bais Moshe Shwmiel of
Flatbush to express hakarat ha-tov to HKB”H for the State of Israel. Shlono
spoke first, and what follows is a lightly-edited transcription of bis address. Jason
Koppel, then AIPAC Director for Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island, spoke
nexct. The Keynote Address was delivered by Malcolm Hoenlein, Excecutive 1 ice
Chairman, Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations.

This was perbaps the first time a major gathering took place in a hareidi shu/
in Flatbush to mark an event commemorating the establishment of the State of
Israel. There was much excitement among the overflowing crowd; all seats were

taken and latecomers were clustered around the entrance.

Shlomo Sprecher speaking at Congregation Bais Moshe Shmiel, May 5, 2014

Shlomo Sprecher, 3"/ was on the Editorial Board of Hakirah. He passed
away on March 15, 2017. See dedication at the beginning of this volume.
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Rabosai, undoubtedly the most hackneyed phrase in the realm of Jewish
speechdom is the adaptation of the Gemara in Berachos 71232 2nnn"
"X*100R. I know from myself personally and I’'m sure for many of the au-
dience, as soon as you hear that, the auditory senses go on clampdown.
The brain goes on standby. It’s quite legitimate though, rabosai; 1 beg in-
dulgence. If any event deserves "X*I00X 71222 2°1M1", it’s tonight’s asifah.

On behalf of all the foshave Flatbush, NXY D17 1AV 79 1W° WX NN
QY INY 79 UPR WR: I know the room is too small to contain everybody
who would really like to be here. We would like to acknowledge the wis-
dom, the discernment, and above all the courage of the esteemed X1
XINKRT for hosting tonight’s truly, truly historic event. I am sure that the
rav will graciously share the credit with his esteemed congregation. We
know every time you have a functioning shu/, it’s a symbiotic and a syner-
gistic relationship between the rav and the gebillah. So again, a hearty yasher
ko’ach to the whole &ehillah for participating in this historic event and being
the forum for the event.

Rabosaz, when people ask me what exactly is transpiring, I refer them
to the ad.! I think whoever wrote the copy of the ads should be congrat-
ulated. I don’t know if it’s an award-winning ad, but I think the unspoken,
the unwritten word is that this asifab is designed as an affirmation both for
ourselves, for our neighbors, and perhaps the Orthodox world at large
that there really is no conflict, there is no dichotomy between what we all
aspire to be, which is a ' 79272 771, and being passionate, committed,
devoted to the welfare and the well-being and the safety and the security
of the State of Israel.

There really is no daylight between those two identities. There’s no
conflict. Now, you don’t have to believe a non-entity like me when I say
that, so baruch Hashem people have put together an anthology of gedolin
and da'as torah who say that. Now, I’'m not going back into the 19th cen-
tury; you know, Zvi Hirsh Kalisher or Eliyahu Gutmacher. We’re not
even invoking Rav Kook. The gedo/ins that I'd like to invoke are gedolim
whose seforim are mekubal in every beis medrash, both in the /itvish and chas-
sidishe velt, and who are writing after hakamas ha-Medinah. And don’t forget

' The header of the ad read: “A wall, where every crack holds a prayer; a city, where every
stone tells a story; Eretz, Yisrael, where every street is paved with Jewish bistory. Please join
with our community as we gather to express hakaras ha-tov to HKB”H who has
blessed us with a thriving and dynamic homeland, the State of Israel, where all
Jewish people are free to live their lives and pursue their ideals.”
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that when the Medinah was founded, May Day was as big a holiday as Yo
Ha'atzma'nt.

The people who founded the Medinah by and large—when Stalin died
in 1953, there was mourning amongst a large segment of the population.
Yet, despite the Medinah having that fzurah, we’re going to read together
some passages that some of these gedolei yisroe/ wrote about what the
proper attitude should be.

I want to thank Heshey Zelcer for putting together this pamphlet, so
those of you who have a handout, let’s read together; because, again, even
if I had the capacity, I could not express myself the way these gedolinz do.
Everything that we’re going to read tonight is post hakamas ha-Medinabh, in
the '50s when the red flag was right next to the blue and white.

Let’s start with Ha-Ga'on Ha-Rav T'zvi Pesach Frank. It’s page 1 of the
handout. We will start with the underlined segment, the left-hand column.
By the way, I should say a word about where this material comes from,
two volumes called X*71 Xn?nnX which is an anthology.2 I'm only going to
choose just a few Rabbonei Ashkenaz who are familiar to most of the audi-
ence.

The person who put together these two volumes is someone whose
name should be celebrated, Rav Yitzhok Dadon. Some of you might re-
member that a few years after he put together these two volumes, he ran
to Mercaz HaRav, into the library where a rofzei'ach with an AK-47 Kal-
ashnikov with 600 rounds had already murdered eight children while they
were learning mishmar night, and he pulled out his revolver, his personal
neshek, and he made sure that the victim count would stop at eight. So this
is the person who put together this anthology. Not even Rav—plain
Yitzhok Dadon, but certainly...

We are going to read what Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank wrote. It says:
PRI NI NP (it’s the undetlined on page 1) DR "¥r 11°27 7K
NPT NAP' 0D PYEIW SR JWH MM T LAMWHNNTR A2IRAT RNYNNKRT
DRI QY7 7T VI RO ORI, Okay. The translation: that he saw ‘the
realization of the State of Israel as being a great salvation for the Jewish
people’ and as T2IRXT RNDMNK.

We will read this paragraph—I'm going to translate it for those
who...3 He says every eye can appreciate the hashgachah ot Ha-Kadosh Ba-
ruch Hu to give us an existence in this land of our forefathers. After so

7T RAZY 7Y 0P A1 TAN DAPTRY MIPED TIOWRY 7790 17 DW 00 (X RNPANR 2
2"own oo

Sprecher was a brilliant scholar, meticulous in his writing. In this address, 3

however, he is speaking without a prepated text to friends, for whom he lovingly
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much time, the extended exile when the goyiz challenged us, what hope
do you have? Two thousand years where 072177 213 w31 PRI 07 WK,
Jewish blood flowed like water and 1212 7w2 70 *2RT 7°2 70°WN? 22101
221, He’s using the phrase that Jewish lives were like sheep to the slaugh-
ter and we found no M, but then Hakadosh Baruch Hu— >X1%°1 1wpaN1
TR, G-d shone a light unto us, T2 AWITPA LI 2 2Y 72Y W 191
DA 1YY ORI 1P DR 17 1098 ', and G-d shone His magnificence
on us to raise up the P8 177 in the face of the goyim, 23 W 11>V
XN PRI N2 DX MI27 1°M0T 720 w4

By the way, the next paragraph, also underlined, you should know that
the nussach 2"7% 912 712V n—I didn’t know this— 11°27 7> BV X217
9"x1.5 Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank wrote that nussach which some are still zefak-
pekim whether to say it in a traditional beis £nesses or not. It’s K7 ,JIRY XD
TR, By the way, there’s a very famous photograph of Rav Tzvi Pesach
Frank with his son—one of his sons—in uniform, I think in 1950. I
should have brought the picture in, but it’s a phenomenal picture. So we
see again Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank writing that; he’s using this terminology,
and Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank—his sefzrim tind an honored placed in every
beis medrash, in every beis medrash. He’s not a far-out figure. He’s main-
stream she-bah, mainstream.

dedicated his time and talents. The uneven transliteration of the Hebrew words
reflects the vernacular of his jareidi community, and his choppy sentences—
certainly in this case—are a reflection of his sensitivity toward others. Having
started this sentence, he must have realized there was no good way to end it and
thus—it was left incomplete. We have therefore decided to print his words as
they were spoken to enable the reader to ‘hear’ his voice and experience his
precious personality (ed.).
MR PIR P02 117 DN IPIAY 9V 01T TRV O T a2 ORI Py 9o 4
7AW ©°07KY 217P .aMPN TR 0O MR NOWIANT M2 21TV 7TV N2 MR
X2 ,927° 7207 AW 770 Y2ART T2 70°WAY 0N ,27N0 270 JOWI PRI a7 WK
TR PY DR 70°0 WK DO TWINT TINR ,0IRND 737 ...930 799 man 737 RN
1P N2 ATV T2 ,AWITRT RN TR DY 7Y W 131 IR RN WPan:
" 31XIR2 DRI 092 AR D127 1M1 PN 2w 90 W 117000 ,00INT 1YY IR
A99-197 ey aw
I DR O2PM MR IR WK "R 27 7 DY N2 PR vnh A on' o S
170731 1172 VRN T AWY 27 91, PRI NPXT TV W01 AN ORI RAZD 07°AND0
(21 aw) ":3anona YW 5Y am> 821 .0°0Yn 72 0%
SRIWS-YIR DWW 7217 AIRAT RNPANND UYWAY MY DR 7790 00 mkY o
ST RV ANWRIT AR TOIW T PYeY LRI 7INTT R3O DY wadl nvaavan
T2 NYAN TR 272) LLART ANNRT 1NIR NPANT NI R 10,11 12 YONT
"M% "y R
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Let’s turn to page 3, rabosar. Page 3, this is a hesped that Rav Herzog
gave on Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer. Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer of course
was a great gadol be-yisrael, also the father-in-law of Rav Aharon Kotler.
The right-hand column, the underlined segment, Rav Herzog in the Jesped,
he recounts that in the 1930s the Peel Commission... that the British gov-
ernment was willing to give a small slice of Israel—a small slice to the
Jewish entity to create a Jewish state. Of course a much larger slice—
besides Jordan, but within Israel itself, within Israel itself—a much larger
slice would go to the Palestinian state and the rabbonim did not agree to it.
But Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer went to Rav Herzog and he said, “You’re
wrong.”

Let’s read the underlined passage—the bold underlined passage.® This
is what Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer told Rav Herzog in the 1930s. He says,
10199 77 2OYORN NYY,TIW 2°99KRY 217 AT - 73072 M9 - HRIWY 17777 RDW 12T
The British government is willing to give us even a small slice 77°22° OX
TNy NY2 MW, it may be very small, MNT? X5W X1 K1, not to push it off
TIRAT RN2ANK SW 12°0 N 27w 30 1w 12°). So Rav Isser Zalman tells
Rav Herzog that it’s a mistake. Whatever the British give us, no matter
how small it is, let’s accept it. Let’s accept it.

Turn the page, rabosai, to page 4.7 This is the testimony of Ha-Ga'on
Rav Reuven Katz on his rebbe, Rav Isser Zalman. I’'m going to read the
underlined passage. Again, this is a direct quotation from Rav Reuven
Katz. 7710° IR 1Y MIRI? 73970 77 1IR3 JPT 20 AW a0 72173 720 1
DR N7 YW Ao Not to deny that there are problems between irre-
ligious factions, et cetera, but let’s skip to the middle of the column un-
detlined.8 13 °5 ¥ A, despite knowing—again, you have to understand
what the Medinah was like at its foundation where the anti-religious ele-
ments were at their peak—were at their peak, 12°% 271 ¥7¥ 12 %5 %Y AR
a7 QPP W D177 YNIRAT IRPY, nevertheless he celebrated the foun-
dation of the State of Israel despite the partners who we had to celebrate
with.

Let’s turn to page 5, rabosai. Again, this is Rav Reuven Katz. The pho-
tograph is on the previous page. Rav Rashi of Petach Tikvah, a noted poseik

TWHAS KW IRMY NPWOI JwRa2 TV 90 XITw 9T PIRAT PR X2 owno ynob" 6
AT 493 — DR 77 RPW 2T 11727 NXPR O1NOT LR NPNPIN-o0IR IYna
ROW R RI, 70V DY? ARIVT 772 90 OX 110107 7T 2OVONA 30V, 7w 2°99RD 2P T —
(aw) "IN RNPANKR DW 12°0 0 20w 1 T 1% .0nT?

gmaw 7

(797 QW) "RTN OPP DWW 2ITAT YIIRAT NRIPY 127 a0 YOy 0o hy AR 8
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of Degel Reuven and this is what he’s writing. The underlined left-hand col-
umn of page 5. R"Wn MW 'MRHEYI O 9317 mRn3, 1951. 1 told you
when Stalin died in 1953, there was mourning in the Land of Israel. Black
border. I still have the [inaudible 00:11:37] with a black border. That was
the kind of country that it was, and still 1950 he’s writing, 1113w 7172
KT MIRPEYI 01 ORI NITA YW NIRAXYT D DR N2 717 7219 120750 110°°P)
NIRDNY 7177 N2 79PN 1D WY MYIWNT 931 2°0°17 OV PTIM 7950 S av
7. 1951.9

Turn to page 6, rabosail® Again, Rav Reuven Katz. NX X970 ' 7112
W 01277 19 1IN - 002 OV 37T NI OV - JIWTY IXINY WY O 1Ion
ORI MIRAZY OV HW 7WAT DAY DR T RD 2172, Next paragraph,
rabosai, 71271 11> 7—this is all a direct quotation from Reuven Katz— 11717
T2IRAT RN2MNRT MIRT? 707, 1951. And then he writes (we’ll skip to the next
underlined passage): 12 T NRN PR WHIT NN DWW, because of the
sacrifice of people, XY 7120 2192 TV 717 N7, the generation was under
a tremendous threat, IN?IRN ANDM1 HY 9827 1379 972 23907 1710 2y, the
entire nation mobilized, 600,000 Jews. The 21w mobilized to defend it-
self.

He continues in this vein — I'll skip a few lines. 2 ,n¥T2 2XW° v 2
LATRTN ST 0D HY DRIW N2 PN BT PRI MIRNEYY MR, of
course bashgachah of Ha-Kadosh Barnch Hu, and we have to ,nIRNXVI 012
WTIP O DR 1IN MWK DM 2210 MW DR IR TR 2w Y02 1107
DRI NP, Again, we have to acknowledge the sacrifice. One percent
of the yishuy died. One percent of the yishuy died in the Milchemes ha-Shi-
chrur.

Then he mentions of course we have to acknowledge the &zbbutz ga-
Inyos. 1t was amazing that Jews were brought from all Arab countries.
Again, I know that some people say, well, if there hadn’t been Zionism
then those Jews in the countries would be living very well. We see today,
we see b'chush what tender mercies by which Assad gasses and bombs and
tortures his own Arabs. Can you imagine what 600,000 Jews would be
doing in Arab countries with or without Zionism? I mean it’s beyond be-
lief that people can make that mistake.

Rabosaz, turn to the next page, page 7. There’s another famous poseik,
Rav Meshulam Roth, Ko/ Mevaser. 1 am just reading two lines from the left-
hand column.!! RNPMNR2 MIRI? AR IR MR NPT MWK ,72°0N 21X

RianNaliz ?
Refamial 72NN
Jyhow U
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T2IRAT. Again, he’s expressing himself in his 77727 to M2WN MPRW call-
ing the AT NAPI — “KR2NAT XN2NNR”. Believe me, rabosai, the Medinah
had quite a different zurah in the 1950s than it has today.

We turn to page 8. We have just a little representation of the chassidishe
velt. Until now these were all /tvishe gedolim. 1n the chassidishe velt we have
Ha-Ga'on Ha-Tzaddik Rav Yaakov Friedman, the Admor of Husiatyn.
Again, we’ll read the underlined passage in the left-hand column. 27
IAIRAT RNPANRT RO 9XW° DT T0° 122w, This is from the sefer Oholei
Ya'akon.12

Turn to page 9.13 This is the Admor Mi-Sadigur. Also a Rughiner einikel,
and we could read the bracketed paragraph. Again, it mentions the dedi-
cation—he’s again—he’s writing about non-frum people, but the dedica-
tion that they had in sacrificing their lives to found the Medinah, and of
course he’s sensitive to the religious issues. Again, no one has to discount
the fact that we can disagree with the Memshalah regarding approaches to
religious issues, and we can be mitvakei'ach. We can press our [case], but
this should not change the fundamental dynamic, the love and apprecia-
tion that we should have for Artzeinn Ha-Kedoshah.

Now, for many of us, and myself in particular, it’s very good to have
this da‘as Torah on a cerebral level, but I believe for many of us, the love
and appreciation for Erety Yisrae/ comes from an earlier and a deeper
place. In my particular case, and I think for many who are here, it comes
from our parents and those of us who are lucky to have grandparents.
Both my parents and my mother’s parents who survived—Polish Jews.
My father is a sole survivor as a family except for a half-sister who spent
six years of her childhood in a convent because she had blond hair. This
is something that we were raised with.

These are people who experienced that Jewish life had no value what-
soever. To say that Jewish life is cheap is a way overstatement. It’s over-
inflated. It’s less than cheap. Valueless. Valueless. What kind of chillul Ha-
shem is that? There can’t be any greater chillul Hashem that the Am Ha-
Nivcharis hefker, that a Jewish life accounts for nothing. Killing a mosquito
probably had more significance than killing a Jew.

Then to go from a state of absolute powerlessness, to go to a situation
where we have, baruch Hashen—there’s someone to defend Jewish rights.

RY Y apy R 12

M7 992 2WTRIT IPMAR DR 1131172 VI 1IN A2 7700 DWW RNwn o3 201wd" 13
SW MY MIMA PR 229 112VNWI RO ,01NMRT T 32 M0 ORI Y173 DR 112y
IMIT AT AWIT LL.O0INT 172 Y923 ROW DRI AMRARY DY 1920 3T M 9371 DR
K7D TNINT? DA 71N NTMA AW LTI VY TAwIw VT KD INTIIM NI DY 1wl
AX0 ow ..o DR 2P0
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Remember in the '30s, the Jews—there was no place in the world to take
a Jew—to get an affidavit to come to this country. I mean people with
PhDs from the best German universities, but if you couldn’t have some-
one here who had x number of dollars in the bank account, it was mean-
ingless. Then to go to a state that says every Jew is welcome. Every Jew is
welcome.

I can still remember the terror of 1967. My father, my mother, my
grandfather, you know the pachad. They thought, chalilah, this is being
taken away from us and we’re going to go through again another churban.
I remember going to yeshivah the day—Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, right?
Somebody told me last night in shul: “A boger, someone who went to To-
rah Vodaath should come to a meeting like this?” That’s what someone
told me in shu/last night. I said, “VIVPIRD LVPND.” I remember Torah Vo-
daath in 1967. We went to yeshivah in 1967. All the rabbein—it was a unan-
imous decision that there was no /Jmudei kodesh. There was no limudei chol.
Everybody out in the streets. Go and gather money. Emergency campaign
for Isracl. Remember emergency campaign. I can speak for Torah Vo-
daath. I can imagine that the same was true for other yeshivos as well. Am
I correct?

So I am hoping—the function of this asifah, rabosai—let’s go back to
those days. We’re going to hear from the professionals tonight, but on the
existential level, things should not be perceived as any different. We want
to go back to that—again, we can have our differences, political differ-
ences. The Memshalah is making terrible mistakes releasing Palestinian
prisoners, cutting the zak#ziv, et cetera, et cetera. But when a member—
when our children, they don’t always do what we would like them to do,
I can imagine, right? I mean I speak for myself. I’'m sure. But nevertheless
it’s still your child. It’s still your family. Your loved one.

This year has been very difficult for me personally. I mean starting
really last spring with the elections and I don’t think I personally have
lived through such a difficult year and the kind of rancor and rhetoric—
it’s unbelievable. So we’re hoping, we say Q72 111> WT. Let’s hope that
tonight’s asifah, in contradistinction to other aszfos, will bring back together
that kind of sensitivity. [Inaudible 00:19:57] first we'll tone down the ran-
cor. I see already that there are many—there are some small steps being
taken.

Last week, Mishpacha published a survey in which they were astounded
that the chiloni attitude towards Orthodox Jews was much more favorable
than they had imagined, and voices today, Yow Hazikaron—not to dese-
crate Yom Hagzikaron. Not to desecrate in the chareidi community. To-
night’s historic event—in order to change directions, first you have to
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start with a small step. Baruch Hashem it's a much larger step than I
thought.

Again, I hope I didn't overstay my introductory remarks, but I would
like to call upon the first speaker, Mr. Koppel. He is from AIPAC. Now
rabosai, as far as AIPAC—you know, you can open any of our local papers
and there’s advertisements for every fzedakah imaginable, really from A to
Z. But AIPAC is not on our radar. AIPAC is not on our radar. The fault
is with us. Rabosai, barnch Hashen here we have a representative of AIPAC
who’s one of our anshei shlomeinu and will explain to us that we can’t rely
on other circles of the Jewish community to be the sole supporter of Al-
PAC. If you accept the results of the Pew Survey, unfortunately other
parts of the community are shrinking and support for Israel is definitely
on the decline. We have to step up.

Rabosai, American Jewry should not fail world Jewry a second time.
All right. I still hear Reb Yoshe Ber [Soloveichik]’s personal anguish. He
saild how American Jewry failed. American Jewry failed—failed European
Jewty during World War II. You can’t allow chas v'shalom—and the only
thing that keeps the American government in sync, more or less of course,
the current regime might be out of sync, but AIPAC is a very strong com-
ponent of that relationship.

I would like to—before I introduce the speaker, he reminded me that
what’s said in this room, stays in this room. He also asked that there are
sign-in sheets and that please fill them out because it’s important for him
to show the leaders in AIPAC that the Orthodox community is behind
and fully supports the organization. Thank you very much. &



