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Kaddish de-Sidra: Virtual Kaddish
Embedded in Our Daily Prayers

By: HESHEY ZELCER

Introduction

Halakhah differentiates between the Kedushah recited during hazarat ha-
shatz and the Kedushah within Yotzer Obr and within #-17a le-Tzion. While
everyone agrees that the first requires a #nyan, some hold that the latter
two do not.! Does this apply to Kaddish as well? Is there a Kaddish embed-
ded within our daily prayer that has a different status from the regular
Kaddish?

This article shows that in close proximity to Kaddish? we sometimes
find a triple 17rtual Kaddish. What constitutes a V7rtual Kaddish and what
is its significance? We begin by examining the Biblical verses that inspired
the formation of Kaddish.

Biblical Verses that Inspired the Formation of Kaddish

Ezekiel’s prophecy (38:23) declares that after the defeat of Gog and Ma-
gog (i.e., in eschatological times) God will be magnified and sanctified in
the eyes of the nations, i.e., there will be universal recognition of God.
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Thus will I magnify myself and sanctify myself; and I will make my-
self known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I
am the LORD.3 (Ezekiel 38:23)

This inspired the first part of Kaddish:* X712 >7 8792 R27 0w wIpn™ 270

! According to RM”A the Kedushah recited within Yorzer Obr and within #-17a le-
Tzion may be recited without a minyan. Others disagree. See later “Kaddish as
Davar she-be-Kedushah.”

2 There are five types of Kaddish: W>Tp ,]1277 w>Tp ,0M° WP 72000 WP W TR XN

Ny RIAT.

Biblical verse translations ate from The Holy Scriptures (Jerusalem: Koren, 1992).

4 ARINAT DY MIPN T A0NW NI 937 10T 2 101 Rapnan 0"y 7097 wIpnm PTane
(1 "R 1"2) IR WY TR 7O Y WIRPn Y7ANY 7Ny,
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myI2, “His great name will be magnified and sanctified in the world he
created when He wills it.”>

Daniel (2:20) praises God for having revealed to him the content of Neb-
uchadnezzar’s dream and its interpretation, and declares that God’s reign
will endure forever.

RNNIM >7 RADY 791 RADY 11 7720 RIOR T TR R 0K DR0IT MY
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Daniel spoke and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and
ever: for wisdom and might are His. (Daniel 2:20)

This was the inspiration for the second theme of Kaddis/® 772 X271 70w R
XM7Y MY 09y, “May His great name be blessed forever.”

To summarize, the main components of Kaddish emphasize two ideals: 1)
In eschatological times God will be recognized universally among all the
nations; and 2) God’s reign will endure forever.

Kaddish as Davar she-be-Kedushah

Tur mentions three liturgical texts that are classified as davar she-be-kedn-
shah: Kaddish, Barakhu and Kedushah.” Each of these prayers® contains a call
to bless Hashem and a corresponding response from the congregation
blessing Him. All require a zinyan because they were formulated by Hazal
as a call upon a congregation® to bless Hashem, and by definition a con-
gregation is a quorum of ten adult males. The calls from the shaliah 1zibbur
and the responses by the congregation can be seen in the table below.

M3 TNV NNMPN N 27PN D0 W2 WP YW INWATR 273 1N9Yn D713 IRan: 023
AARI 7T PI0DY IR NO9INT ITTW IR 0D WY N NIRRT SR TANT K023 NRY
TR 22K 2°2210 *72W 12 P92 AN MW T 10 7Y WK DN IR A1 A% Danon by
(R AR AW W) 7T W wIpnM DA
> This translation follows the GR”A’s understanding of this phrase. 7"277 7°My1
MR "D DTN 9377 DY 101 PRI RI2T D200 DY R WIPN DTN DY ORPT OwaT
(3"1 R IRATA M2T2M 79507 201 2°P1T) D PR PRI
Tur, O”H 56 mentions this verse as a justification to spell %W without the yud.
X" WITRY 12721 WOTR 1A AWITRPAW D27 907 FIWYA MIND2 MK R'RY WUTR 0N
(X:1731"R W) 7WYR MID2 IR, There are those who note that 77057 NR™MP and
0°1713 W 0°93 NRW1, although they require a minyan, are not MYITPW 0127
Some also include 17 when recited with a winyan as a davar she-be-kedushah, and
some also include the M2 3™, i.e., ...7M 2 2 17
Similarly, the second Yekum Purkan, which addresses a congtegation, requires a minyan.
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There is a difference of opinion whether a davar she-be-kedushah re-
quires a zznyan when it does not contain a call to the congregation to bless
Hashem. For example, may one recite the Kedushah within Yorzer Obr
(P2w 7 nw1TR) and the Kedushah within Ashrei u-1"a le-Tzion (R37°07 7W1TR)
without a mwinyan? Some say no.!” According to RM”A, however, we may
recite it without a zznyan because in these two contexts Kedushah is not set
up as a call to the congregation to bless Hashem.!! Does this distinction
apply to Kaddish as well? Does Kaddish ever appear in our daily prayers
where it is not set up as a call to the congregation to bless Hashem?

Virtual Kaddish

We coin the term 17rtual Kaddish to refer to the two main ideals of Kaddish
when they appear in close proximity to Kaddish (or instead of it). As dis-
cussed earlier, Kaddish consists primarily of two ideals or beliefs: The first,
which is expressed by the phrase 7ImMya3 X712 77 XD R 0w WP 2707,
is that in eschatological times God’s reign will be recognized universally.
The second ideal, expressed by &%y "noy91 0795 7120 X271 79w R, is that
God’s reign will endure forever. We now show that there are three places
in our daily prayers where this pair of ideals is expressed in triplicate.
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The first triple Virtual Kaddish: During Shaharit, toward the end of
Pesukei de-Zimrabh, before Yishtabah, we find:

The Ideals of Kaddish

Virtual Kaddish (Bolded text)

God's reign endures forever
God’s reign endures forever
God’s reign endures forever

Everyone will accept God’s reign

Everyone will accept God’s reign
Everyone will accept God’s reign
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The second triple Virtual Kaddish: During Ma'‘ariv, following Keriat
Shema u-birkhoteihah, before Shemoneh Esreh we find:

The Ideals of Kaddish

Virtual Kaddish (Bolded Text)

Everyone will accept God’s reign
God’s reign endures forever
Everyone will accept God’s reign
God’s reign endures forever
God’s reign endures forever
Everyone will accept God’s reign

NAR2 TNYIW WD DANY 1127 W 111V IR
139975R o7 19D T2

7Y ARYD o ' e v '

RO 9w b o

TNX XPX 772 117 TR °2 71252 TN 79
797 2D 155Y TS 7N 171202 TRRT R
YR 93 5

The third triple Virtual Kaddish: At the end of Shaparit, Minha and
Ma'arip, at the very end of Aleinu we find:

The Ideals of Kaddish

Virtual Kaddish (Bolded Text)

Everyone will accept God’s reign
God’s reign endures forever
Everyone will accept God’s reign

God’s reign endures forever

TMo%2 3w DR abs oapm
7HY 29WH A avhy Tonn
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12 Arukh ha-Shulban (51:8) quoting GR"A says that from X2 °2 until 27 T\N2 may

be omitted.

13 nowmm) 1Mahn ARIT P PAPR 770 73T 70RD MR Wwan [7A0R Ton] 1RD R
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God’s reign endures forever 71 29w T9Rs 7 N1 N3

Everyone will accept God’s reign TR B DY Tonb ' v RN
TAR WY TR 77 A R0 02

Does Virtual Kaddish serve the same role as Kaddish?

Each Virtnal Kaddish appears prior to a regular Kaddish. Does this suggest
that Kaddish and 1Virtual Kaddish serve the same function? There is one
indication that this is indeed the case. In Nusah Ashkenaz we say Kaddish
after Migmor shir hanukat ha-bayit. Why is there a Kaddish at this point in
our Shaparit prayers? Aruch ha-Shulban defines four units of prayer:1>

(MRW M2 7Y) ORYAYS "7 XN*°02 0127 0w nona L
(manw> Ty MRY TN2n) TrTopos L2

(PRW? ORI TY IR TXPR) PN YW AR 3

(7wy anaw) 700 4

The Kaddish after Mizmor Shir Hanukat ha-Bayit was inserted to deline-
ate the first two units of prayer.!¢ When looking at a siddur, however, it is
difficult to realize that this Kaddish serves as a separator!” between these
two units, because Siddurim often place the heading “Pesukei de-Zimralh” at
the wrong place. The header should be immediately prior to Barukh she-

159X 7Y AWM WARY N2 TV ANWKRIT MPIPn 72 R0 ¥ anR 7Y 77°007 00 v
W) VAR RO DY DRI KA TV IR WP DWSHWM 7217 P00 oM N
QTPR MOTP 79°0Y ... NN W MATAT PR D100 NHR ayY (31 1R nown
(7:92) 77T PPI0D TIN2 I3 KY 1991 INPTY 1933 12w AT N

16 In Siddur Rav Amram Gaon (Baltimore: Ner Yisrael; Jerusalem: Mekhon
Yerushalayim, 2010) in a discussion of whether there is a justification to recite
Kaddish before and after Migmor Shir Hanukat ha-Bayit the editor writes, Ny
RPNV YA LLOPTI2 YW M HW RMA 101D NY2aW 200w PAw T W ' ndn
L,RIT NRTpn DOHWIAW 2OWIN9T NDID SN2 9321 ,70°1 PN L0702 N2 Y 1"0ma
(118 77) N2 W A MR KM AR ays P wrIp a2 179p. On p. 121 the
editor summarizes, D317 ...2RYNY °277 RN°°72 IR WOTP PR D°1MTPR NIRADINA
SPYPM IR) MIVT P12 MRW 102 °197 N7 NN W ATA 7017 TIOWR 1013
P9 917 IR AT 77172 FIWHT TINA LIPNRD R PW NAT 2197 1R DX (2037
1"°70 NIW °197 1REA R? DM 2ONTO TRA 7277 NPYTA LN W A IR
NN W "R ADIPNT NN O3 .NIT W N INRY 2107 DOWUTR 1w M1 A
19471 RPw MPAp 727w,

17 727R 790,770 73wn) L9900 92 0K 7990 90 a7 aWH WOTR IR MY MO
(J117°01 725N M272 7O MO ,7IWT 9O MDD I70.
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Amar.'8 Placing the header before Mizmor Shir Hannkat ha-Bayit (as shown
above) gives the erroneous impression that this Kaddish is imbedded
within Pesukei de-Zimrah—which it cleatly is not.?”

In Nusah Sefarad there is no Kaddish separating the first two units of

davening. Why is this? We do not know, but we do know that while Nusah
Ashkenaz has a regular Kaddish at this point, Nusah Sefarad has a Virtual
Kaddish (see below) although not a fully triple one:

18
19
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ArtScroll is inconsistent in their placement of the Pesukei de-Zimrah header. For
example, in their 22w 2w 00 N0 N0 (Ashkenaz, 1996) and in their 70
Y NP (Ashkenaz, 1987) they place it immediately preceding K@ T112. How-
ever, in D2WT AW N99N N0 (Sefarad, 1992) they place it before WP 772 1717
MW31 and in their X P> (Ashkenaz, 1993) they place it before N2 W MR
nan.

See Rav Schwab on Prayer, p. 132 for the reason that some recite 171 before 7172
MRY (i.e., preceding 3TT *P0D, as in Nusah Sefarad) and why some recite it
after IR 1172 (i.e., within 3777 >0, as in Nusah Ashkenaz). In any case, 210D
717 begins with MRW M2 and ends with aNW°. See also R. David Cohen,
Otzar Ha'Tefillah (New York: Talmudic Encyclopedia Publication, 2012) p. 5,
D"H Seder ha-Mizmorim and related footnotes, for various reasons that Nusah
Sefarad and Nusah Ashkenaz place certain mizmorim before or after Barukh she-
Amar.
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The Ideals of Kaddish Virtual Kaddish (Bolded Text)
God’s reign endures forever 707 aWH Tone 1 Ten ' Ten '
God’s teign endures forever 29y 2ws Towy 7 Ton ' T '
Everyone will accept God’s reign TONT B2 Dy Tonb 'nmm

TAN WY AR 7 R0 012

017 12 X3P TR 1w
IN27N2 mANWA TwIR avh MR

God’s reign endures forever QW T 2T 37 DRI TR T M2
71997 TR O 90 R
Everyone will accept God’s reign 995 710 Yhan R o

Virtnal Kaddish in Nusah Sefarad appears to be playing here the same
role that the regular Kaddish does in Nusah Ashkenaz.

Is Virtual Kaddish an eatlier less-developed version of Kaddish?

Is Virtnal Kaddish an older less-developed version of Kaddish that was in-
serted into our daily prayers even earlier in time than Kaddish? 1t is beyond
the scope of this paper to answer this question definitively. There is, how-
ever, an indicator that this might be so. Genizah fragment New York, JTS:
ENA 2206.1 (see below) contains the Ma ‘ariv prayer.
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New York, JTS: ENA 2206.1 (from the Friedberg Genizah)
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As shown earlier, the text of Yir'u Eineinu contains a triple Virtual
Kaddish. The instructions following this prayer read, w7p WX 172%50m
AT MIRY 22pnn, “we pray [Shemoneh Esreh), and say Kaddish Titkabel, and
say the mizmor.”?! It omits the requirement to say Kaddish prior to the She-
moneh Esreh of Ma'‘ariv2> Did VVirtnal Kaddish at that time and place assume
the role of a Kaddish to delineate two units of prayer? We cannot know for
sure. Further research utilizing ancient manuscripts of our siddur—from
the Genizah and elsewhere—is sure to shed more light on the develop-

ment of both Kaddish and 1 irtual Kaddish.

Conclusion

As shown above, there are three places in our daily prayers that contain a
tripling? of the Kaddish ideals, what we call a I7rtual Kaddish. These ideals,
common to both Kaddish and Virtual Kaddish, are central to our religious
beliefs, as they are to our Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur #fillor.2* While
Virtual Kaddish may be an earlier less-developed form of Kaddish, both
Kaddish and Virtual Kaddish appear to share a common purpose—to de-
lineate two units of prayer.

What might be a halakhic term for 17rtual Kaddish? As discussed
above, there are three items that are classically classified as a Davar she-be-
Kedushah and require a minyan when recited: Kaddish, Barakhbu and Kedushah.
The Kedushah within Yotzer Obr (Kedusha de-Y eshiva) and within Ashrei u-1"a
le-Tzion (Kedushab de-Sidra), however, do not require a minyan when recited
because they are not set up as a call to the congregation.?> [ 7rtual Kaddish
too is similarly not set up as a call to the congregation. Perhaps “Kaddish
de-Sidra” is an appropriate term for what until now was referred to herein
as Virtnal Kaddish. (R

2L By contrast Cambridge, CUL: Or.1080 10.2 instructs, before Shemonelh Esreh of
Ma‘arip, "R PIAMSE S2PNN WP IR R N1DT2 5WY 3100W 27990001 TR IR
7awL DY R O RO WITR IR N 20 OR 1Y RWR M0yRR W,

22 London, British Library: OR 55577.13 likewise contains, at the end of Pesukes De-
Zimrah, somewhat of a Virtual Kaddish without a regular Kaddish.

23 Perhaps this tripling of the ideals of Kaddish parallels the three times the word
WP appears in Ezekiel 39:7 and perhaps it was also meant to parallel the triple
WITR WP WP of Isaiah 6:3.

24 We refer specifically to: ...T'wW¥n 92 ¥ 179R 77 7779 10 1921 ...2R2 12907 M7 N0
TWYR 93 Y 727 7770 WAOR TR AN T9nM L..0%° 7% 1920 See, for example,
9°2vn "3 M9 AT MW WRI? QWA DYITR 13122 1100EAT KO0 ,man Toen
(7" 77 ,mY5N7 XX NT0 L7900 11°V) "N AR TivRm .

% According to RM”A.





