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Fathers and Sons and Eliyahu HaNavi

By: YAACOV KRAUSZ

The 770977 for 21731 NAW comes from the last chapter of the last sefer of
0°X°21. This is the last direct communication from Hashem to 28w 972.
After this, we will not have 71X121 until Mashiach comes. Hashem knows
this will be our last chance to hear His message so it would stand to rea-
son that this message must be a very special one with a very significant
lesson for us. Indeed, the last three verses of the 7797 are very power-
ful: :@LOWM QPR PRI 72 9Y 22 WNMIR NN WK VT AW NN 1T
MA2R 27 WM XN NTAT 7O K12 7197 X027 TOR DX 027 10w O0IR 77
0717 PRI DR NP9 R1AR 19 MK ¥ 0°12 291 0°12 Dyl

First Hashem charges us to be faithful to the Torah that we received
at Har Sinai. Then, since this will be the last X121 for a very long time,
and for many generations, Hashem promises and reassures 2870 973
that there will indeed be a chance for a final 71733, Hashem will send
Eliyahu HaNavi to herald the judgment day, the coming of Mashiach
and the return of Hashem’s glory. The 105 then continues to detail the
great and important task that Eliyahu will need to accomplish for this
T2 to take place. OMAR %Y 0°12 271 0°12 HY MIAXR 2% WM. This is so
important that Hashem warns that if it does not happen N’ R12R 19
077 7R DR, He will destroy the world.2

ONAR %Y 0°12 291 0°12 %Y MAR 2% WM seems to be an extremely
important accomplishment. In fact, the Yerushalmi quotes 72 0n15 "
°X* who places the coming of Eliyahu HaNavi at the very top of his
step-by-step formula for spiritual achievement.

I “Remember the teachings of my servant Moshe, the statutes and laws that I
commanded him at Horeb for all Isracl. Behold, I will send you the prophet
Elijah before the arrival of the great and awesome day of Hashem.” For now
we will leave the last P109 untranslated as this is the subject of the article.

2 “Lest I come and smite the world with utter destruction.”
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So what exactly is Eliyahu HaNavi going to do and what does 2°Wm

aMAR Y 013 291 0%12 YV DR 2% mean? The last mishnah in N1PTY Noon
quotes four opinions as to what will happen when Eliyahu HaNavi
comes.

1 P79 NPTV N20N MW
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PIN? KPR 27991 PR 7071 RDLY K2 WPRR PRY 0100 Awn? 17097
N2y2 N7 A9°IX NP2 NAOWH NI PRMINT 2P 112 1apnn
732 Y1772 11°X 12 72991 QW N NAAR TW P2 70 12 AP0 17700
X2 9aR 2992 MR A7 27 299 PR 001 RALY 82 DR IR
RYY pra® KD 20218 290m NPman MWaR IR NYRw 027 pranb
DR 209 A9 2337 ("3 93RYR) MR 292 27w My RYN 2P0
4.aman by 2012 2% 2012 HY Man 2h 20w 1 X027 0N

The first two opinions relate to the issue of how Eliyahu will go

about establishing proper 101 (genealogy) which we can understand is
very important for the future of X 992, Then NYMW 27 says that he

3

R. Pinchas ben Yair says zeal leads to cleanliness, cleanliness to purity, purity
to holiness, holiness to humility, humility to fear of sin, fear of sin to divine in-
spiration, divine inspiration to piety, piety to the resurrection of the dead, res-
urrection of the dead to the arrival of Eliyahu HaNavi as it is written (Malachi
3: 23-24), “Behold, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the arrival of the
great and awesome day of Hashem. omax %y 0°12 291 0°12 %9 Max 27 wm”

R. Yehoshua said, I have a tradition from X7 72 717V 127 going all the way
back to 7wn that Eliyahu will not come to declare impure and pute or to es-
trange or draw near but rather to estrange those (families) that were brought
near by force and to bring near those that were estranged by force (the mish-
nah provides two examples)... R. Yehudah says he [Eliyahu] will bring [fami-
lies] near but will not push [families] away. R. Shimon says [Eliyahu will come]
to reconcile disputes. The Sages say he will come neither to distance [families]
or to bring them close but rather to bring peace to the world as it is written
(3 *38%1) “Behold, I will send you the prophet Elijah etc... 7y max 27 2wm
DMAR 7y 012 271 32,
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will reconcile disputes. This is commonly taken to mean that he will re-
solve all the unresolved questions that the X723 leaves as ?°n.>

Finally, the 00n say that Eliyahu HaNavi will come to bring peace
to the world and they quote our P09 as the source for their opinion.
DY2W is certainly an incredibly meaningful and worthwhile dream and if
Eliyahu could bring 217% to the wortld it would be a tremendous blessing
and accomplishment.

So how does IMAX 7Y 012 291 %12 %y MaX 27 WM relate to O19W
0212? Interestingly, there seem to be two schools of thought as to how
to interpret the P109. ArtScroll in the Stone Edition of 770 *wmn awnn
translates OMAR ¥ 0°12 271 0°12 7Y M2R 25 WM as “He shall restore the
hearts of fathers to children and the heart of children to their fathers.”
Apparently, there needs to be a reconciliation between the generations.
What is the nature of their estrangement? More importantly, what is the
great accomplishment that Eliyahu HaNavi will cause by their reconcilia-
tion?%

X"WInn in his 1T 279 NPTV NO0R MIwnn Y DOWIT writes,

0"2177 .2 27w O1PW MWY? XOR 27P% R2Y Prn? XD 2R 20mM
X2 N3 MR 27 22w NPT XY T 0V AT wan R Pawh W
7"aRITY WP NI DYWAW ORIV 237 0912) MR PIV AT 1D vAwn
YW K7 MRPT 07012 217w 03 0°2913 S72WH 1A 20V PIVD WHw
ROR 29991 P12 X2 X7 017 1°IW% A1 0°0 °1277 W9k AR 19
RWIW 17 112 HY 2719 w0 ARAW 27yD? WOW DY O mhw mwyh
.2 MAR 29 22w AT 72721 NNOWR DX D291 17 NINT APKRY WK

7w 0P MWYY

5 Interestingly, the 811Y72 reinterprets 0°12 9 MIX to mean 2°MIM and 277N
so that the P109 serves as a proof-text for TIWAW 27’s opinion as well.

6 The ArtScroll Mishnah series also translates as, “He will reconcile fathers to
sons...” Similarly, the ArtScroll Schottenstein Talmud translates the P09 as
“And he will reconcile the hearts of the fathers to sons...” The Stone edition
of Tanach, first published in 1993, translates it as “He shall return [to Ha-
shem]...” However, subsequent editions of the Stone Edition of W fwnan
71N did not change their translation.

The Sages say he will come neither to distance [families] nor to bring them
close but rather to bring peace to the world etc... Maimonides explains this
opinion to refer to hatred between people. However, the verse quoted “and 1
will reconcile the hearts of fathers etc...” does not mean this. For what do fa-
thers and sons have to do with hatred in the world? The explanation of the
7"2R7 is even more difficult. He explains that this refers to granting [the Jews]
peace from the nations. However, “peace between them” [ie. fathers and
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X"wIan disagrees with the 0", who has Eliyahu removing all ha-
tred from people’s hearts, and he likes the 7"2R7’s interpretation of
peace between nations even less. X"WIn says that Eliyahu will reconcile
fathers and children in case they married someone of whom the other
disapproved. According to X"WI7n, this is the great accomplishment that
Eliyahu HaNavi will cause to come about at the end of days. This is the
one thing that needs to be rectified in order for the 773 to occur. If
this does not happen then Hashem says there is no point in allowing the
world to exist any longer.

Similarly, R. Menachem Mendel of Rimanov, in his ,2°P*7X °now
Q°R°2] writes:

MaRIw 5" ...omar by 2212 271 %12 DY NIaR 2% 2w piooa
7120 YW MxnT 2P L..NNR 172 02°71777 07712 Y 029 DR 12w
8.77197°N2 2R

The 2°2°7X *noW says that Eliyahu will come to improve the level of
observance of the mitvah of 28 T12%3. Others such as P¥p1 78N —R.
Yechezkel Panet, a disciple of R. Menachem Mendel—writes similarly
that Eliyahu will correct the lack of proper education that the parents
provided for their children.’

The common theme in these W1 is that there is some discord
between fathers and sons and Eliyahu HaNavi will reconcile those dif-
ferences to make peace between them. That is what the mishnah means
when it quotes the opinion of the 231 who say 222 012w Mwy2. It is
certainly true that getting along with one’s parents is a laudable goal.
However, it is a little difficult to imagine that the future existence of the
world as we know it hangs in the balance waiting to see if this goal is
achieved.

sons| does not mean this. In my opinion, the Sages agree that as far as geneal-
ogy is concerned he [Eliyahu] will not come to distance or bring near but ra-
ther to create peace between them [fathers and sons| because sometimes a fa-
ther will be upset with his son because the son married a woman who was not
appropriate for him and this damages the family. And in this matter the verse
teaches that they will be reconciled and there will be peace between them.

8 The verse “aMaR ¥ 0°12 21 0°12 %Y MaK 2% WM means to say that fathers
will concentrate their hearts to guide their sons on the true path... in order
that they will observe the commandment to honor their fathers propetly.

®  Similarly, DX NOW to R NWID NPWRMI interprets the 2102 as predicting a rec-
onciliation between the children and their fathers. According to him, however,
the fathers are our forefathers 072X, PrX* and 3p¥°. There will be a return to
the values and practices of the M2IX.
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The second way to interpret the PI09 of 291 012 H¥ MIaR 27 WM
aMAaR 9y 0°13 is introduced to us by a one-word commentary by *"%1 on
the P10D in A P79 "OX97, 7''ap® - MaR 2% wm.

Now the word 2’0 no longer means to restore or to reconcile but
comes from the word 721D, to repent. Eliyahu HaNavi will usher in an
era of 121WN. As the XTY 12K says, MR Qwn PR WD 77K 27 17 2212 73
0’123, the fathers together with the children will be inspired to return to
Hashem. Similarly, 717 N71%2 says MANT OV 0°12M 0°127 QV MIART 0
7 071, fathers with sons and sons with fathers will all do 72Wn to-
gether. Similarly, the P77 explains 191 0°12 QY 1D - 0°32 5Y MaR 2% 2w
VI 0212 MART P DMAR aY 1m0 OMAR Y 0°12 22. The words ¥
0°12 mean with their sons and DMK 2¥ means with their fathers mean-
ing fathers and sons together.10

The word 7Y generally means “on” but it can also mean “with” as in
MW "1 DRn 0°Wad NYaW aneia %Y on2Tpm i where On20 %Y means with
the bread.

"7 translates the word "7¥" in the P09 to mean 0°12 *"¥ through
the influence of the children. 17X NTIA quotes both meanings of the
word ¥ and says that the 727N will take place ecither through the influ-
ence of the children or together with the children, *7 ¥ "1 - 0212 79"
"oy 10 X7 7Y W o012,

The common theme in these W10 is that there will be a great
72N movement and all of X 993 will be united in the service of
Hashem. This is the task set before Eliyahu HaNavi. His great challenge
will be to inspire the nation to return to Hashem. If he is successful, it
will usher in the coming of Mashiach.

So why is the X"WI7n so adamant to insist that the meaning of the
109 relates to reconciling fathers to children and children to fathers? Let
us look at the R"W7nn again. His commentary to the mishnah in N7V as
printed in the back of the Vilna 0"W reads,

0"21777 .2 07w 2w MwY? XX 27p7 K21 PR 8D 2R 2°00m
X2 N3 MR 27 22w NPT RO T 0 AT wan ORI Pk W
7"2RITD AWR NV DWW NIV 237 02121 MR PIV AT 1D VAwn

109757 PITX " in A% MOWRI2 POTX D reinterprets DA D17W MWYY to mean
that Eliyahu will bring peace to the inner struggle that each person experiences
when he battles his inner ¥777 7%, 22 WM means that a person’s 27, his inner
being, will experience a complete T2WN.

1 And you shall offer seven one-year-old unblemished sheep with the bread.
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He rejects the interpretation of the 7"2R7 because it does not fit
with the text of the mishnah which he has as saying am%1%3, D92 ))
(19 ynwn K MRPT 0772, He therefore goes on to interpret the P09 to
mean reconciling the heart of fathers to children mMaR 27 W)
(219w 022 Mwy..."3. He writes this even though the title of the piece
as printed reads 2993 217w MWY? K2R 2795 K21 PN XY 221K D70M.

This is the text of "IN that found in the back of our Vilna 0"w.
However, if we look at very early editions of the X"W772 we find that the
original 21NN M7 reads MWY? KIR 29D &Y P2 8D R 2OM
oM 09V, See Figure 1 below which is a copy of the 1682 edition of
the R"WI7n "1 printed in Frankfurt.

Figure 1

12 Translation: The Sages say he will come neither to distance [families] nor to
bring them close but rather to bring peace to the world... The explanation of
the 7"2X7 is even more difficult. He explains that this refers to granting [the
Jews] peace from the nations. However, “peace between them” [i.e. fathers
and sons| does not mean this... and they will be reconciled and there will be
peace between them.
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In fact, it was not only the X"@771 who had the X073 of 22w MWY?
2r°1°a2. The 0"an7 in 2 79777 2° P9 0°3%1 MY writes,

NI TAYW ROR PWRT DD I 0YWR P2 PR D°MI0 1R
,027 70791 HRAWS WD X321 TRV A X DAnLn a7pwY L..7272
R21,707707 X102 8D X2 IR, 79X DR 009 AW ODIR 717 R

%12 9 MAR 2% oW MRIw ,2%wa 0w 2wh ROR L..RAUT T

He cleatly had the X071} which read 29Wwa m%w. However the 0
7Iwn commenting on this 2"227 and telling us the source for this bh!
says,

NALY R IPOR DR ORIN INHDR NPTV 102 .01 RHL? KD R IO
N2 WKW 2R 2MNINY 2MASAD 11027 POIDY XY IR 27991 PRAY 00N
257910 29 MRYY ROR 299 KDY prab

The 71wn A0 quotes the mishnah in N7V N20» and apparently he
t0o had the X071 which read 271%1%3 07w MwyS.

This was cleatly not the text of >"w7, 0"217 or 7"2X. They all had
the 807" of @9Wwa 0w, "W in his commentary on the 109 in X1
writes,

02 MR 2X 172771197 PXI 72K 717 2°127 MR a2 'y - aua by
omIn 'Y YW 1w SnYAY 0 aMAaR HY 0°12 291 191 2PnT 00772 NNRY
13,292 2w WS NPTY 'ona 7'

0"2m7 in his W19 on the mishnah in N7V NO0A writes,

DRIV RO7W DY QIR °12 P2 WO IRIWT RN ONYA LLPNIR 20
14 792 oW MWYH 0TNK RIT IR INRIW DNV L WY RIM 20

7"2X7 in his W17°0 on the mishnah in NYTY NJON writes, MWPH X">M
NIRRT 11 PRIWOY D12 MWY? 1170 akiwa 2w, 15

13 212 9¥: through the children. Say to the children affectionately and appeasing-
ly, go and speak to your fathers to adopt the ways of Hashem. And, similarly,
the hearts of the children through the fathers. So I heard in the name of R.
Menachem. And our Sages in Tractate Eduyos expounded it to mean 217w D107
@3, to bring peace to the world.

14 And the Sages say...the injustice is the hatred that exists between people be-
cause it is baseless hatred. And he does him an injustice when he hates him.
This what the Sages mean when they say [that Eliyahu will come] “to bring
peace to the world.”

15 And the Sages say [that Eliyahu will come] “to bring peace to the world”
meaning to grant the Jews peace from the nations.
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It is clear that these commentators in France, Egypt and Provence
had the X071 in the mishnah which reads 292 2w,
What about the manuscript evidence for the mishnah itself?

7> 2n> Cambridge has 021y2 01916
79 2n> Kaufman has 09v2 ov»w.17
77 2nD Parma has o2wa oow.18, 19

So why did 71wn Qo3 and R"WIAnN quote the mishnah in N7V noon
as reading @193 017W? The answer may be because of a mistake that
crept into the text of the Mishnah. The first complete set of printed
Talmud was published by Daniel Bomberg with the permission of Pope
Leo X in Venice in the year 1520. That volume, which includes the
commentary of 2"2n7, has @2 29w MwYL. That edition, which was
estimated to have 1500 copies, sold out quickly even though the cost of
the set amounted to almost the yearly wage of a typesetter. Two more
editions of 1500 sets each were printed. The 1546 edition had the com-
mentaries of both 0"217 and 7"2X". It too reads @192 27w MWY? even
though the commentaries were clearly explaining the mishnah as if it
said 0732, This mistake in the text of the Talmud has been perpetuated
through the centuries. The Vilna 0¥ published by the Romm family in
1886 and which is the predominant text of Talmud used throughout the
Jewish world today also has a3153 012w mwys.

How did this mistake make its way into the Bomberg Talmud?
There was an earlier printed edition of NPT¥ Non. The first printed edi-
tion of the Mishnah was published in Naples in 1492. This edition also
has the X073 as @2 oow Mwyh. It is likely that Bomberg simply
worked off the Naples edition. That would have been much easier than
transcribing from a manuscript. How did the mistake get into the 0197
"201? That is a matter of conjecture. The words 072 and 0722 each
begin with a "2" and end in a "0." Perhaps there was a smudge in the

16 http://jnulhuji.ac.il/dl/talmud/mishna/showmil.asp?mishnanum=
7&pereknum=008&masecet=37&mnusriptnum=5434&p=1&masecetindex=3
7&perekindex=8&numamud=7&manusctiptindex=28&k=

17 http://jnulhuji.ac.il/dl/talmud/mishna/showmil.asp?mishnanum=
7&pereknum=008&masecet=37&mnustiptnum=1723&p=
1&masecetindex=37&perekindex=8&numamud=7&manuscriptindex=1&k=

8 http://jnul.huji.ac.il/dl/talmud/mishna/showmil.asp?mishnanum
=7&pereknum=008&masecet=37&mnusriptnum=240&p=1&masecetindex=
37&perekindex=8&numamud=7&manuscriptindex=4&k=

19 Mishna Codex Paris 328-329 also has 27192 219w mwyb.
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manuscript and the printer made his best guess as to the correct text. I
was not able to find a manuscript that had the text as 27’1’2

In any case, once the Talmud was printed it made no sense to go
through the painstaking and laborious process of writing manuscript
copies and it is likely that R. Yosef Karo, who lived from 1488 to 1575,
had a copy of the printed 0". If he did, then he read @193 01ow MWy
in the last mishnah in N7V nNJon and he therefore noted that as the
source for the 0"2n7 in his 71wn 703. However, R. Karo did not take the
next step of interpreting the P10 incorrectly. He simply noted that the
source for the 13771 in the 0"217 was our mishnah.

R. Shmuel Eidels, the R"w7in (1555-1631), was also probably using
the Bomberg edition. He had the commentaries of 0"227 and 7"2X7,
which were printed in the Bomberg edition, and he read their interpreta-
tions of the mishnah. He disagreed with their opinions because he could
not reconcile their interpretations with the text of the mishnah as he
clearly states in his own commentary. He therefore invents a new inter-
pretation for OMAR ¥ 0°12 291 0212 H¥ MR 22 WM to match the text of
the mishnah, which looks to reconcile fathers to sons and sons to fa-
thers.

Did X"wAan really believe that the fate of the world rested on this
reconciliation; that the great accomplishment of Eliyahu HaNavi that
would herald the coming of the end of days depended on fathers and
sons getting along? I do not think s0.20 The mishnah is concerned with
the issue of 10N, the genealogical purity of X 992. More precisely,
the mishnah teaches that we are not to be concerned with genealogical
purity in most cases. Whoever has a presumption of being Jewish will
still be considered Jewish when Mashiach comes. Y¥173° °27 says that on-
ly when a flagrant injustice was committed will Eliyahu come and clarify
the status of the people involved ( PRI 2P 12 PaMPRT PR
¥1712). A7 "2 says that even in this situation Eliyahu’s intention will be
to include rather than to exclude (Pr1? X? 928 27p9). The 2101 say X2
27 0w MwYH XOR 27P% XY prn. The 2mdn are using the same
terminology of Prn? and 2P so it stands to reason that they are also
opining about the issue of 101, Since the Mishnah uses Mak 27 2wm
DNAR ¥ 0°12 291 0212 %Y as a proof-text to their opinion it further stands
to reason that the issue is one which involves fathers and sons. X"Wan

20 Mossad Harav Kook WYy >7n X°21 footnote 65 also asks how is it possible that
the fate of the world is in jeopardy because of fathers and sons not getting
along.
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would fully understand that a literal translation of the P09 could not
mean fathers to sons and sons to fathers. The Hebrew word for “to” is
2% not ?¥. However, 2”1 very often interpret 0’109 homiletically and
would use their literary license to translate words and phrases to make a
point. In this case, X"W72 likely surmised that the 0°%21 were making
liberal use of the P09 to bolster their position. In addition, quoting the
P09 of MAR 2% WM allows the NOM to end on a decidedly positive
note.

X"Wn was undoubtedly aware that all of the classic commentators
of the last two 2’2109 in "X 790 had much greater expectations for
that awesome and fateful day that would be ushered in by the great and
important task that Eliyahu will need to accomplish for the 79w 79183
to take place. The mishnah was dealing with the narrow issue of PonY
about which there was a tradition going back to a *1'0n mwn? 7377 that
this issue would be dealt with by Eliyahu. However, that does not mean
that this was the only issue or the greatest challenge confronting Eli-
yahu. Surely 8”171 would agree that for the 7w 721X to take place
Eliyahu would need to inspire a great 72WN movement, to remove any
DI DRIW that may exist and to usher in an age of universal peace. May
this take place speedily in our days.

In conclusion: The vast majority of D°w197 translate MIR 272 WM
MR %Y 0°12 29 0°12 %Y as “He returns the hearts of the fathers with
the sons and the hearts of the sons with the fathers.” This is based on
the fact that the word %Y means “with” as in ¥ or “via” as in 7> V. The
popular use of the P10d by public speakers and writers as teaching a
point about the reconciliation between generations may be based on a
misreading of the last mishnah in NT¥ Noon. This misreading was likely
caused by a change in the text of the Talmud first introduced when the
Mishnah was originally set to type in 1492. This mistake has been pet-
petuated in subsequent printings of the Talmud including the Vilna 0"w
which is the text used by the vast majority of Jews in the world today.
The X"wAan, who was likewise misled by the mistaken R0} in the
printed 0"W, interpreted the P09 as speaking about reconciliation be-
tween fathers and sons. This was likely meant not as a literal translation
of the P09 but as a homiletic exposition. However, translators who con-
tinue to render the P09 in this way are in error. &R





